13th SESSION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL

(1-26 March 2010)
REFERENCES TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN THE MEETINGS OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL, 13TH SESSION

MARCH 1st, First day of the High-level segment 

REFERENCES TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN THE 

HIGH-LEVEL SEGMENT 

H.E. Mr. Steven Vanackere, Vice Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs of Belgium 

(Reference to persons with disabilities: Today, injustices regarding children persist, including violence, abuse and sexual exploitation, trafficking and child labour or discrimination against young, girls, disabled children or those from minority groups).
H.E. Mr. Salomon Nguema Owono, Vice Prime Minister of Social and Human Rights Affairs of Equatorial Guinea
(References to persons with disabilities: his State has improved the situation of persons with mental and physical disabilities). 
H.E. Mr. Ahmed Shaheed, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Maldives
(References to persons with disabilities: the parliament, which officially reconvened earlier today, has the somewhat unenviable task of debating and adopting a backlog of around 120 legislative bills- bills designed to implement the changes introduced by the new Constitution. This daunting legislative agenda includes many bills with important human rights implications, including: a Bill on Persons with Disabilities).
H.E. Mrs. Ana Trišić-Babić, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs of Bosnia and Herzegovina
(Reference to persons with disabilities: Harmonization of rights of persons with disabilities. Action Plan of Bosnia and Herzegovina to effect the rights of persons with disabilities is currently being prepared by appointing a Council for Persons with Disabilities, to implement joint programs. It is increasing efforts on social inclusion and social protection including employment, education and health care. It is working to improve the status of persons with disabilities and is currently drafting the Action Plan with the involvement of different parties. It reports regularly vulnerable groups and makes interventions.
H.E. Ms. Maite Nkoana-Mashabane, Minister of International Relations and Cooperation of South Africa 
(References to persons with disabilities: South Africa believes that priority should be afforded to the situations affecting women, children and persons with disabilities. It needs to do more to ensure that the rights of these vulnerable groups are promoted and adequately protected. To this end, consistent with the priority that their Government attaches to the rights of vulnerable groups in their society, they have created a Ministry for Women, Children and Persons with disabilities, to emphasis the need for equity and access to development opportunities. The creation of this Ministry is a major achievement for vulnerable groups in their country in their quest for emancipation, non-discrimination, sex equality, advancement and development). 
H.E. Dr. Riad Malki, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Palestine
(References to persons with disabilities: among the priority issues of Palestine is the rights of persons with disabilities).

REFERENCES TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN THE HIGH-LEVEL PANEL ON ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL CRISES 

The Human Rights Council held, during its afternoon meeting, a High-level Panel on the economic and financial crises.  
The panellists expressed their concerns about the negative consequences of the economic crisis for the most vulnerable groups, who have great difficulties in accessing education, employment and healthcare. 

Only the Representative from Indonesia included, in his speech, a direct reference to persons with disabilities, who along with other vulnerable groups are at the mercy of a system where their rights are greatly harmed.
MARCH 2nd, Second day of the High-level segment 

REFERENCES TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN THE 

HIGH-LEVEL SEGMENT 
H. E. Dr. Alberto G. Romulo, Secretary of Foreign Affairs of Philippines:

(References to persons with disabilities: The Philippines´ Magna Carta for Disabled Persons has increased privileges and protection for disabled persons. The Philippines is a state party to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and has a National Council on Disability Affairs).
H.E. Mr. Pham Binh Minh, First Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs of Viet Nam:

(References to persons with Disabilities: the work of the Council could be further improved by strengthening focuses on issues of great interests to the international community, including the impact of the economic and financial crisis, climate change, persuasive poverty and diseases on the enjoyment of human rights; violence and discrimination against groups such as the poor, migrants, persons with disabilities, women, children and ethnic minorities).
H.E. Mr. Cho Hyun, Deputy Minister for Multilateral and Global Affairs of Republic of Korea:

(The High-level Representative has incorporated a reference to the rights of persons with disabilities in his speech).

H.E. Mr. Vuk Jeremić, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Serbia:
(References to persons with disabilities: they have improved domestic mechanisms, such as that concerning Persons with Disabilities).
H.E. Mr. Paulo de Tarso Vannucchi, Minister for Human Rights of Brazil:

(References to persons with disabilities: it has referred to the rights of persons with disabilities and promotion of their rights in major sports events).
H.E. Ms. Dragoljuba Benčina, State Secretary, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Slovenia:

(References to persons with disabilities: the State pays special attention to the rights of persons with disabilities. The Government is submitting to their National Assembly a draft law on disabled persons, which provides for the creation of a Council for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities).

H.E. Mr. Fashion Phiri, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Zambia:

(References to persons with disabilities: Zambia has recently ratified the CRPD, demonstrating its improvements in disability issues following the recommendations made to Zambia to become part of the CRPD).

REFERENCES TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN THE HIGH-LEVEL DISCUSSION ON UN DECLARATION ON HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION AND TRAINING

The Human Rights Council held, during its morning meeting, a High-level discussion on UN Declaration on Human Rights Education and Training.

All speakers noted the importance of including human rights education into school curricula, not only to avoid possible human rights violations but also to build a democratic and peaceful society based on non-discrimination and equality, and they highlighted the importance of educating in a context of diversity to avoid negative stereotypes.

There was not direct reference to persons with disabilities.
MARCH 3rd, third day of the High-level segment 

REFERENCES TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN THE 

HIGH-LEVEL SEGMENT 

H.E. Mr. Kanat Saudabayev, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan

References to persons with disabilities: Regarding the rights of persons with disabilities- Active preparations are under way for the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which will strengthen the system of social and economic protection of persons with disabilities.

H.E. Dr. Akmal Saidov, Chairman of the National Centre for Human Rights of Uzbekistan

References to persons with disabilities: Uzbekistan signed the CRPD in 2009 and is now taking gradual steps in this direction. Believes that the interactive panel on Friday (5 March 2010 from 15:00-18:00) will be another milestone in strengthening international and national instruments of protection of the rights of invalids.

H.E. Ms. Diana Strojova, Strofova, the State Secretary for Foreign Affairs of Slovakia

References to persons with disabilities: Slovaka is in the process of ratification of the CRPD and its Optional Protocol.

H.E. Ms. Chinami Nishimura, Parliamentary Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs, Japan

References to persons with disabilities: Japan did not mention the CRPD but mentioned its efforts to eliminate discrimination against persons with leprosy, including by being the main sponsor of Human Rights Council resolutions on this.

H.E. Mr. Bogdan Aurescu, State Secretary for Strategic Affairs of Romania

Reference to persons with disabilities: Vulnerable groups- included a reference to how the Human Rights Council can protect the rights of vulnerable groups, including persons with disabilities.

Hon. Mutula Kilonzo, EGH, MP, SC, Minister for Justice, National Cohesion and Constitutional Affairs

Reference to persons with disabilities: Kenya's action plan to address poverty-related injustices, "Vision 2030", includes a social pillar, which makes special provisions for Kenyans with various disabilities and previously marginalized communities.

REFERENCES TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN THE 

GENERAL SEGMENT OF THE HLS
Ambassador Zamir Akram, Permanent Representative of Pakistan

References to persons with disabilities: Pakistan said it has signed the CRPD. 

Ambassador Hisham Badr, Permanent Representative of Egypt

References to persons with disabilities: Egypt welcomes the Council's increased attention to the rights of persons with disabilities.

Representative of Finland

Reference to persons with disabilities: The rights of persons with disabilities is a priority issue for Finland.

H.E. Ambassador Marie-Tehrese Pictet-Althann, Malta

References to persons with disabilities: 

Malta referred to the Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement and the need to protect and assist displaced persons, especially those displaced by natural disasters and armed conflict; of particular interest to Malta is the protection of persons "with multiple layers of vulnerability", including persons with disabilities. Malta's humanitarian action brings it into daily contact with persons with disabilities and others, has addressed issues fundamental to their lives, e.g., food, health and safe drinking water and sanitation.
MARCH 4th, First day of Item 2 

REFERENCES TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES UNDER ITEM 2, HC ANNUAL REPORT FOLLOWED BY INTERACTIVE DIALOGUE WITH THE HIGH COMMISSIONER
Ms. Navanethem Pillay, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

References to persons with disabilities: Countering discrimination, in particular racism and intolerance, as well as exclusion on the grounds of disability, is a priority of the work of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). Regarding the situation in Haiti in the aftermath of the earthquake, essential services and essential means of subsistence have not yet reached a significant portion of the affected population. The High Commissioner (HC) is particularly concerned about the most vulnerable people, including persons with disabilities. 

INTERACTIVE DIALOGUE

Spain (on behalf of the EU and accession States)

The EU expresses appreciation for OHCHR's efforts carried out in combating discrimination on the basis of disability.

Chile

Chile noted the fight against discrimination on grounds of disability.

High Commissioner for Human Rights

She noted that the CRPD Committee will increase its membership.
Maldives

They approved in Parliament the ratification of the CRPD, and will resubmit a comprehensive disability bill, giving force to CRPD rights. Persons with disabilities face discrimination in all walks of life, looks forward to progress of OHCHR in this regard.

Ecuador

Included in its speech a reference to the rights of persons with disability.

Czech Republic

It said it is necessary to combat discrimination against persons with disabilities.

Mexico

Has a candidate for the CRPD. Their candidate was selected after a great selection process, they had an expert committee who conducted interviews with different candidates. They worked with the involvement of civil society and they interviewed a number of candidates. Mexico trusts that this person can be elected. Regarding the Committee itself, hope the OHCHR can give more emphasis to this committee, and pay more attention to providing human resources, as well as financial resources to support the work of the committee.
MARCH 5th, Item 2 General Debate HC/SG Thematic reports and Item 3
REFERENCES TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

Ms. Kyung-Wha Kang, Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights:

References to persons with disabilities: It is her pleasure to present a thematic study prepared by OHCHR on the structure and role of national mechanisms for the implementation and monitoring of the CRPD (A/HRC/13/29), as requested by Human Rights Council resolution 10/7. They hope that this study will provide substantive information for the Council's second annual debate on the rights of persons with disabilities. The study was prepared in consultation with relevant stakeholders through an open-ended meeting held on 26 October 2009 in Geneva, and draws from more than 100 submissions. The study focuses on the structure and roles of the institutional arrangements envisaged in article 33 of the Convention; clarifies the distinction between implementation and monitoring according to the Convention; and the characteristics that the entities designed to perform such functions should posses. It places special emphasis on the requirement that national human rights institutions be part of the monitoring framework, and that persons with disabilities and their representative organizations participate in the monitoring process.

Mr. Pablo Gomez de Olea, Representative of Spain on behalf of the EU:

References to persons with disabilities: The EU places high value on the implementation of the CRPD. They are committed to strengthening monitoring mechanisms at the national level so as to ensure its adequate implementation. They regard civil society and National Human Rights Institutions as essential natural core entities in this regard. Ensuring adequate resources and safeguarding the independence of National Human Rights Institutions is key to an effective monitoring framework.

Representative by Sudan, on behalf of Arab Group:

References to persons with disabilities: the Representative includes a reference to the rights of persons with disabilities in his speech. 

NGO Statement by EDF (the European Disability Forum), a member of the IDA (the International Disability Alliance)

Full statement: We welcome the report A/HRC/13/29 on the structure and role of the national mechanisms to promote the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and a representative of IDA will take part in the interactive debate that will take place this afternoon.

We welcome the references to persons with disabilities made in the report A/HRC/13/19 on the enhancement of international cooperation in the field of human rights. Article 32 of the CRPD focuses on the role international cooperation has to promote the rights of persons with disabilities, both by increasing the number of projects especially targeting the rights of persons with disabilities as well as by ensuring that the rights of persons with disabilities are taking into account in all mainstream international cooperation efforts. In this regard, we would like to highlight our concern that the current Millennium Development Goals pay very little attention to persons with disabilities, something which should be addressed at the upcoming MDG Review Conference. A public side event co-sponsored by Mexico, New Zealand and IDA will discuss this issue at 1:15 today.

Report A/HRC/13/34 on the right to nationality rightly alerts to the fact that children with disabilities are especially in risk of not being registered at birth which can lead to the situation of statelessness. This issue is mentioned both in the Convention on the Rights of the Child, but also in the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and we ask all States to pay special attention to this issue as well as request the High Commissioner to continue paying attention to this issue in the future.

We regret that the report A/HRC/13/38 on the impact of the economic and financial crisis which includes a reference on the impact on the rights of women and children does not also include a section on the impact the crisis is undoubtedly having on the rights of persons with disabilities

Neither the report A/HRC/13/70 on the joint work plan of the Division for the Advancement of Women and the OHCHR nor the note A/HRC/13/71 on the activities of the Fund to eliminate violence against women, include references to women with disabilities who are clearly in heightened risk of violence, including domestic violence, and rarely are strategies designed to combat violence against women taking into account women with disabilities.

Item 3: Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard of living, and on the right to non-discrimination in this context, Raquel Rolnik

(Her written statement includes a reference to persons with disabilities, which was skipped in the oral presentation of the statement.)

Redevelopment projects adopted in preparation for mega-event games often result in extensive violations of the right to adequate housing. There are allegations of mass forced evictions and displacement for infrastructural development and city renewal, reduced affordability of housing as a result of gentrification, sweeping operations against the homeless, and criminalization and discrimination of marginalized groups. The impact of these practices is mainly endured by the most disadvantaged and vulnerable sectors of society, including persons with disabilities.
Annual interactive debate on the rights of persons with disabilities 
The annual interactive debate on the rights of persons with disabilities took place this afternoon from 3:00-6:00. High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mrs. Navenethem Pillay made the opening statement, and the moderator was H.E. Mr. Andrej Logar, Ambassador of Slovenia to the United Nations in Geneva and Vice-President of the Human Rights Council. The panelists included: 

· H.E. Mr. Don MackKay, former Ambassador of New Zealand at the UN in Geneva

· Mr. Mohammed Al-Tarawneh, Expert Member of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

· Mr. Shuaib Chalklen, Special Rapporteur on Disability of the Commission on Social Development 

· Ms. Jennifer Lynch, Q.C., ICC Chairperson and Chief Commissioner of the Canadian Human Rights Commission 

· Ms. Regina Atalla, President, Red Lationoamericana de Organizaciones no Gubernamentales de Personas con Discapacidad y sus Familias, member of the International Disability Alliance (IDA).

The aims and objectives of the panel were to:

· enhance understanding of the rationale and content of article 33 of the CRPD on national implementation and monitoring

· explore good practices in the implementation of such article, identify legal and other measures required and reflect on potential obstacles to effective implementation at national level

· reflect on the role of civil society in the functioning of such mechanisms, and identify lessons that could assist national implementation.

The IDA Secretariat made an oral statement in this panel.

Parallel  event on article 32 of the CRPD
The missions of Mexico and New Zealand co-sponsored a side event with IDA on article 32 of the CRPD, on international cooperation. 
MARCH 8th, Item 3 (continued) 

REFERENCES TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES UNDER ITEM 3 Morning: Clustered Interactive Dialogue with the Special Rapporteurs on Counter-terrorism and Torture

Martin Scheinin, Special Rapporteur on the Promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism 

[no references]

Manfred Nowak, Special Rapporteur on Torture

References to persons with disabilities: Since torture usually takes place behind closed doors, the Special Rapporteur has spent time during country missions in places including psychiatric institutions. Also, among detainees, certain groups are subject to double discrimination and vulnerability, including persons with disabilities. In his opinion, persons deprived of liberty are among the most vulnerable and forgotten human beings in our societies. The Special Rapporteur is convinced of the urgent need for the United Nations to consider drafting a special Convention on the Rights of Detainees, similar ot other specialized human rights treaties for vulnerable groups, such as children and persons with disabilities.

Interactive dialogue:

Georgia NHRI- Georgia's Office of Public Defenders is working to improve the situation on torture in closed institutions in Georgia, and is monitoring psychiatric institutions. They have visited 30 psychiatric institutions.

Manfred Nowak, Special Rapporteur on Torture (replies)

Detainees are an as-vulnerable group of persons as are children and persons with disabilities and would merit a separate convention.

REFERENCES TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES UNDER ITEM 3 (continued) Afternoon: Clustered Interactive Dialogue (ID) with the Working Group on Disappearances, the Working Group on Detention, 

and the Representative of the Secretary-General on Internally Displaced Persons

Working Group on Disappearances

[no reference]

Working Group on Arbitrary Detention

[no reference]

Malta

References to persons with disabilities: The representative from Malta made a reference to persons with disabilities in the context of detention

Mr. Walter Kälin, Representative of the Secretary-General on the Human Rights of Internally Displaced Persons

References to persons with disabilities: Among the challenges facing the work of the IDP mandate is addressing multiple layers of vulnerability and discrimination. All IDPs face vulnerability that non-displaced persons do not experience. However, certain groups of IDPs reqeuire particular attention. These include (among others) persons with disabilities. In practice, the specific concerns and needs of these groups are often overlooked and must be better addressed. In his work on Serbia, indicated that, to be able to better identify and assist IDPs with specific vulnerabilities and special needs and to facilitate planning as well as donor support, he strongly encouraged the Government of Serbia to organize a needs-based identification of IDPs in need of such support.
MARCH 9th (Item 3 (cont´d)

Clustered ID with: SR countering terrorism, SR torture, WG disappearences, WG arbitrary detention and R-SG on IDPs, and, Panel discussion on the right to the truth). 
No references to persons with disabilities.
MARCH 10th, Item 3 (continued)

“The fight against sexual violence against children”

REFERENCES TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

Morning Panel: “Manifestations of sexual violence against boys and girls”

Ms. Marta Santos Pais (R-SG on violence against children):

References to persons with disabilities: She said marginalised children were at a particular risk of sexual abuse. Children with disabilities, children out of school and orphans as a result of HIV and AIDS were amongst the most vulnerable.

Mr. Tim Ekesa (Kenya Alliance for Advancement of Children):
References to persons with disabilities: In many cases the most vulnerable children, including children with disabilities, are forced to seek help from adults, who, in some cases, demand sexual favors in exchange.  

Mr. Manfred Novak (Special Rapporteur on Torture):

Reference to persons with disabilities: Children are placed in detention or in institutions for various reasons, including if they are in conflict with the law, or if they require state protection, including children who are victims of certain crimes or if they do not have an alternative place to go. However, there is not always a clear distinction between placing children who are going through judicial processes in detention facilities, and placing those in need of protection in separate institutions, As a result, detention facilities may hold children in pre-trial detention or serving sentences; victims of child trafficking or sexual exploitation; abandoned or otherwise homeless children; as well as children with mental disabilities, often held together without distinction. This lack of separation, together will the lack of special protection and assistance, as required by the Convention on the Rights of the Child, places children at further risk of abuse.

Among his recommendations, he includes: States should ensure that institutionalized care is used only as a last resort and that it is restricted to the shortest time possible.

Ms. Lena Karlsson, (Director Child Protection Initiative, Save the Children):

References to persons with disabilities: Young age, disability, belonging to an ethnic minority and social status are factors which makes boys and girls more vulnerable to sexual violence.

Panel Discussion (First Part):

Mexico:

References to persons with disabilities: It should pay particular attention to children with disabilities, who have higher risk of suffer sexual violence.

New Zealand (on behalf of New Zealand, Australia and Canada):

References to persons with disabilities: More than 20 years on from the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, children in all countries continued to be victims, and certain children faced increased vulnerability, including the girl child, children in conflict situations, and children with disabilities. There was a need to raise awareness of instances of increased vulnerability and put in place specific protection measures. Sexual violence against children was unacceptable, and that meant that at the national level, all children should be able to report cases of violence, there should be criminal justice systems that responded to the needs of children and prosecuted perpetrators, and the reasons for under-reporting should be given far greater attention. Increased international collaboration on programmes, strategies and research for halting sexual violence would be most welcome, including in areas that improved States' capacities to ensure measures, including protection services, were sensitive to gender, age, and the impact of disability. The panellists should make comments and suggestions on what steps the Human Rights Council should take to ensure that all children, including those in particularly vulnerable situations, could enjoy their right to live free from sexual violence. 

Panel Discussion (Second Part):

NGOs oral statements

World Vision International:

References to persons with disabilities: Children were especially vulnerable during the initial phase of natural disasters when existing insecurities and instabilities were exposed and new pressures were created. Children were at a heightened risk of being separated from their families or support systems and subjected to violence and abuse, particularly those with disabilities.

International Save the Children Alliance:

Reference to persons with disabilities: girls with mental disabilities are most vulnerable to sexual violence.

REFERENCES TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

Afternoon Panel: “Protecting boys and girls from sexual violence: Prevention and response”

Ms. Susana Villarán de la Puente (Member of the Committee on the Rights of the Child):

References to persons with disabilities: the Global Study on Violence Against Children identifies key issues to be considered in measures of prevention, promotion and protection of children against sexual violence:
5) children in special protected status: armed conflict, refugees, children with disabilities, indigenous children, working children, children in conflict with the law.

Ms. Najat M´jid Maalla (Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography):

References to persons with disabilities: police and justice services should be accessible for all children without discrimination. 

Ms. Maud de Boer-Buquicchio (Deputy Secretary-General of the Council of Europe:

References to persons with disabilities: Child-sensitive counselling that is also gender-sensitive and disability-sensitive requires listening to the individual child with an attentive and trainer ear. The professionals working in the field need to be experts with extensive knowledge on theories and practices, but they also need to reflect to what they hear, to interpret the child´s silences, draw conclusions and be able to act accordingly.

 Panel Discussion (First Part):
South Africa:

References to persons with disabilities: South Africa had established a dedicated Ministry for Women, Children and Persons with Disabilities, which provided a focal point for the human rights of children.

Lithuania:

References to persons with disabilities: The Ministry of the Social Security and Labour had also organized training for childcare workers about sexual violence against children in care institutions. 

Panel Discussion (Second Part):

Holy See:

References to persons with disabilities: measures should be taken to ensure that children in institutions care are safe.

MARCH 11th, Item 3 (continued)

H.E. Mr. José Ramos-Horta, President of Timor Lester:

References to persons with disabilities: Timor Lester advocates for an inclusive system that take account for vulnerable groups, including persons with disabilities. 

MARCH 12th, Item 3 (continued)

REFERENCES TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

(Morning: Chairperson of Working Group on Optional Protocol to Convention on Rights of Child presents Report, Council Concludes Interactive Dialogue on Violence against Children)

Egypt: 

References to persons with disabilities:

Egypt has new program targeting aiding children with disabilities.

Uruguay: 

References to persons with disabilities:

Taking measures to protect children, including children with disabilities.

Uzbekistan: 

References to persons with disabilities:

Working on protecting the rights of children with disabilities, in 2008 adopted a law guaranteeing rights of the child

NGO statements:

General Federation of Iraqi Women (GFIW), General Arab Women Federation (GAWF), International Educational Development, Union of Arab Jurists: 

References to persons with disabilities:

WHO says there are 900,000 persons with disabilities in Iraq now.

General Debate on Agenda Item 3 on the Promotion and Protection of All Human Rights, Civil, Political, Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Including the Right to Development 

PABLO GOMEZ DE OLEA (European Union):

References to persons with disabilities:

The European Union could not accept the continuing violations of human rights in all regions of the world based on sexual orientation and gender ability. The protection and promotion of the rights of the child was another priority, and there was plenty of work ahead to realise fully the rights of persons with disabilities. The European Union was fully committed to tolerance and reaffirmed its willingness to work with all States to fight against racism, xenophobia, incitement to hatred or violence and other forms of discrimination and intolerance. Economic, social and cultural rights must be further and substantially advanced, always in parallel with civil and political rights. 

BEATE STIRO (Norway):

References to persons with disabilities:

Many other groups faced intolerable discrimination, such as gays, lesbians and transgender persons, persons with disabilities, stateless people, refugees and migrants. The respect for human rights constituted the strongest pillar of national security and democracy, and should not be dependent on any ideological and political convenience. The struggle against discrimination should be intensified and given higher priority by all societies and at all levels. 

EVGENY USTINOV (Russian Federation):

References to persons with disabilities:

The Russian Federation drew attention to the long-standing human rights problem of arbitrary deprivation of citizenship which disabled its victims from participating in the running of a country, and from benefiting of social protection, education and health care. 

FEDOR ROSOCHA (Slovakia):

References to persons with disabilities:

Slovakia was satisfied that the issue of the rights of persons with disabilities had been solidly integrated into the agenda of the Council. Its rising importance had been clearly demonstrated by the participation of delegations during the debate. 

LAURIE SERGENT (Canada):

References to persons with disabilities:

Said Canada was determined to protect and promote the rights of persons with disabilities and ensure that they could fully integrate themselves into society. The ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities by Canada underlined the Government's firm commitment to this goal - the Convention would help to guide the development of Canada's policies in many areas that were of primordial importance for disabled persons. Canada was proud of having participated in the development of the Convention. 

Denmark: 

References to persons with disabilities:

This year's torture resolution will focus on role of legal profession in preventing torture and not to further or facilitate torture.

REFERENCES TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

(Afternoon: The Human Rights Council this afternoon continued its general debate on the promotion and protection of all human rights, civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights, including the right to development)

NGOs:

ELLEN WALKER, of European Disability Forum (on behalf of IDA):
References to persons with disabilities:

Said the estimated 2 million children who lived in institutions were especially prone to violence, including sexual violence. That was particularly the case for children with disabilities. While article 23 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities stipulated that children should be raised within their families, the lacking support of Governments to families with children with disabilities led to such families giving away children with disabilities to institutions. The European Disability Forum therefore encouraged the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on violence against children to pay special attention to children in institutions with a view to eliminating the root causes of that phenomenon.
March 15th (General Debate Item 3 (cont´d)

Item 4: human rights situations that require the Council´s attention: Individual Interactive Dialogue with: SR on the situation of human rights in the Democratic People´s Republic of Korea; SR on the situation of human rights in Myanmar and General Debate Item 4). 
No references to persons with disabilities.
MARCH 16th, Item 4 (continued) and Item 5

REFERENCES TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

 (Morning: Item 4 (cont´d): Human Rights situations that require the Council´s attention):

NGOs:
JOSEPH WRONKA, of International Association of Schools of Social Work:

References to persons with disabilities: The International Association praised President Obama for signing a treaty on disabled people. It urged the United States to take human rights education as a priority. 

(Morning: Item 3 (cont´d): Interactive Dialogue with Independent Expert on Minorities):

(No references)
(Afternoon: Item 5: Presentation of reports: HRC Advisory Committee; Forum on Minorities Issues; Social Forum and General Debate Item 5):

Presentation of Reports of Advisory Committee, Forum on Minority Issues and Social Forum

HALIMA EMBAREK WARZAZI, Chairperson of the Human Rights Council Advisory Committee:

References to persons with disabilities: The Committee approved an interim study which would be submitted to the fourteenth session of the Council. An exchange of views and productive discussions were held on a range of issues, responding to Council resolutions, including on the rights of women, the promotion of a democratic and equitable international order, and the rights of persons with disabilities. The Committee also identified certain topics likely to retain the attention of the Council - the rights of the elderly, and the right to peace.

Gay McDougall, Independent Expert on minority issues:

(No references)
Andrej Logar, Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Social Forum:

(No references)
General Debate Item 5:

Republic of Korea:

References to persons with disabilities: We are aware that there is a population group that deserves special attention, including persons with disabilities.

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya:

References to persons with disabilities: Libyan Arab Jamahiriya has highlighted the rights of persons with disabilities.
NHRIs:

ICC of NHRIs:
References to persons with disabilities: The Council must pay special attention to vulnerable groups, including persons with disabilities.
NGOs:

MIRELLE GROSJEAH, of Universal Esperanto Association, 

References to persons with disabilities: The diversity of living species was precious and should be preserved, just as linguistic and cultural diversity should be preserved. If a national language became an international language, it was unfair and undemocratic. The United Nations and other international organizations should always use several working languages if possible, including sign language. 

MARCH 17, 18, 19: Item 6 (Universal Periodic Review)

(Consideration of the UPR outcomes of: Eritrea; Cyprus; Dominican Republic; Cambodia; Norway; Albania; Democratic Republic of the Congo; Côte d´Ivoire; Portugal; Bhutan; Dominica; Democratic People´s Republic of Korea; Brunei Darussalam; Costa Rica; Equatorial Guinea and Ethiopia)

REFERENCES TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

March 17th, 2010

(Morning: Consideration of the UPR outcomes of: Eritrea; Cyprus and Dominican Republic)

ERITREA

H.E. Mr. Girmai Abraham (Economic Advisor, Ministry of National Development of Eritrea):

No references

CYPRUS

H.E. Mrs. Leda Koursoumba (Law Commissioner of Cyprus):

References to persons with disabilities: Cyprus will be sudmitted the instrument of  ratification of the CRPD in the next 18 months.

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

H.E. Dr. Rhadys Abreu de Polanco (Ambassador in charge of the Human Rights Section for the United Nations System, Ministry of Foreign Affairs):

No references

EEUU:

References to persons with disabilities: it is important taking into account the rights of vulnerable groups, including persons with disabilities.

(Afternoon: Consideration of the UPR outcomes of: Cambodia; Norway and Albania)

CAMBODIA

H.E. Mr. Sun Suon (Permanent Representative of Cambodia to the United Nations Office at Geneva):

No references

Thailand:

References to persons with disabilities: we especially welcome Cambodia´s recent ratification of the Convention of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

NGOs:
Franciscans International:
References to persons with disabilities: We appreciate Cambodia's commitment towards persons with disabilities with its ratification of a law in 2009 relevant to this area, and we strongly endorse New Zealand's recommendation to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and to ensure its full implementation in domestic law. We welcome the call by member states for Cambodia to protect the rights of vulnerable people - which includes the right of children with disabilities to the same educational opportunities as others in society. In this light, several countries commented on the need to increase expenditure on education (Recommendations 76 & 86). At the UPR, Cambodia recognized the importance of education as a major tool for national development of human resources and spoke of its ambition of ensuring up to year 9 basic education for all children in accordance with its "Educational Strategic Plan for 2006-2010." Children with disabilities must not be left out of these strategies.

We recommend that Cambodia gives priority to children with disabilities in its education development strategies (Recommendation 87). Children with disabilities in Cambodia are less likely to attend school than their non-disabled peers. Extra initiatives are needed to bridge this gap. One such initiative would be for the Government to develop incentives that encourage teachers to be properly trained to work with children with disabilities, especially in rural and remote areas. Another initiative would be to ensure that ah l schools provide the proper resources that cater for the special needs of these children in their learning. On the importance of Human Rights Education (Recommendation 16), we recommend that an effective human rights education program, with specific attention to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, be embedded within the school curriculum as one way of making human rights more widely known and promoted. This will have the advantage of promoting the rights of children with disabilities as well. Other avenues can also be used such as media campaigns and public meetings to promote human rights within the Cambodian society. 

NORWAY

H.E. Mrs. Bente Angell-Hansen (Permanent Representative of Norway to the United Nations Office at Geneva):

No references

EEUU:

References to persons with disabilities: We recommend to Norway the ratification of the CRPD.

Norwegian Centre on Human Rights:

References to persons with disabilities: The Government of Norway has not ratified the Optional Protocol of the CRPD. It is recommended to ratify this mechanism. 

NGOs:

Amnesty International:

References to persons with disabilities: the prisoners with mental illness should have good access to adequate health care.  
ALBANIA

H.E. Mrs Edith Harxhi (Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs of Albania)

No references

Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia:

References to persons with disabilities: Now we have noted with satisfaction the Albanian authorities commitments to upgrade and improve situations human rights aspects, in particular minority rights, rights of persons with disabilities, etc.

NGOs: 

Amnesty International:

References to persons with disabilites: Amnesty International welcomes Albania´s support for the recommendations to implement the UN Guidelines for the Alternative Care af Children and to adopt further measures to ensure protection of the human rights of children leaving care. Support for these recommendations requires support for other related recommendations still under consideration by albania, including: measures to prevent the unnecesary admission of children to institutional care, the reintegration of children in care into their biological families, etc.

March 18th, 2010

(Morning: Consideration of the UPR outcomes of: Democratic Republic of the Congo; Côte d´Ivoire and Portugal)

Democratic Republic of the Congo

H.E. Mr. Luzolo Bambi Lessa (Minister of Justice and Human Rights, Democratic Republic of the Congo):

No references

Cotê d´Ivoire

H.E. Mr. Tia Cone (President of the Supreme Court, Cotê d´Ivoire):

No references

Portugal

Francisco Xavier Esteves (Permanent Representative of Portugal to the United Nations Office at Geneva):

References to persons with disabilities: As we informed the UPR Working Group in December, we doposited our instrument of ratification of both International Covenant on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on the 23rd of September 2009. They came into force on the 23rd of October 2009 and the National Institute for Rehabilitation is the national focal point. We have progressively been adopting legislation in this area in recent years, reflecting the importance we dedicate to these matters.

(Afternoon: Consideration of the UPR outcomes of: Bhutan; Dominica and Democratic People´s Republic of Korea)

Bhutan

H.E. Ambassador Yeshey Dorji (Permanent Representative of Bhutan to the United Nations Office at Geneva):

No references
Dominica

H.E. Ambassador Vince Henderson (Permanent Representative of Dominica to the United Nations Office at Geneva):

References to persons with disabilities: Now making plan to submit all overdue treaty body reports. Committed to full inclusion of PWD into society. Are signatory to CRPD, efforts are now being made to ratify the Convention. Series of consultations with stakeholders. Plan to be completed within next 3 months. Due to resource constraints, are already having tremendous difficulties meeting the spirit and obligations as indicated in that document.

Democratic People´s Republic of the Korea

H.E. Ambassador Ri Tcheul (Permanent Representative of Democratic People´s Republic of Korea to the United Nations Office at Geneva):
References to persons with disabilities: There is no change in the policy of the DPRK Government on placing under special care protection, the children, women, disabled persons and other people in the vulnerable groups, whereas their rights and welfare will be further promoted as the overall economy is revitalized and raised onto a high standard.

(…)is not a party of the CRPD but they are implementing their core elements by incorporating them in sectorial laws of the country, while sincerely studying the possibility of accesion to this Convention in relation to domestic laws and prevailing reality.

China:
References to persons with disabilities: said China wished to thank the Democratic People's Republic of Korea for the detailed and frank replies, which showed that the Government attached importance to the work of the Universal Periodic Review and its outcome, and that it was actively carrying out follow-up and implementation by paying attention to economic, social and cultural rights, building an education system, and taking active measures to promote reproductive health, protect the rights of women and those with disabilities, and achieve the Millennium Development Goals.

Organization for Defending Victims of Violence:

References to persons with disabilities: is necessary to improve the situation of vulnerable groups, including persons with disabilities.

March 19th, 2010

(Morning: Consideration of the UPR outcomes of: Brunei Darussalam; Costa Rica; Equatorial Guinea)

Brunei Darussalam

H.E. Mr. Md. Janin Erih (Permanent Representative of Brunei Darussalam to the United Nations Office at Geneva):

References to persons with disabilities: Brunei Darussalam is in the process of ratifying the CRPD.

Thailand

References to persons with disabilities: Thailand also encouraged Brunei Darussalam to further protect and promote the rights of vulnerable groups, such as women, children, persons with disabilities and the elderly.

Philippines
References to persons with disabilities: noted with appreciation that Brunei Darussalam had accepted a number of recommendations, and welcomed the Government’s intention to become a party to major international human rights instruments, such as the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

Costa Rica

H.E. Mr. Manuel B. Dengo (Permanent Representative of Costa Rica to the United Nations Office at Geneva):

References to persons with disabilities: Costa Rica has already implemented some of the recommendations such as the ratification of the CRPD.

Nepal:

References to persons with disabilities: Nepal was also appreciative of the high priority given by the Government for public investment in the social sector. Free education, health care and specific programmes focused on disabled persons were particularly noteworthy, and Nepal would be pleased to learn from Costa Rica's experience in fighting against poverty.

Equatorial Guinea

H.E. Mr. Salvador Ondo Nkumu (Minister of Justice, Religion and Correctional Facilities of Equatorial Guinea):

References to persons with disabilities: has been activated the legal process necessary for possible incorporation into national law of the international treaties on human rights such as the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

(Afternoon: Consideration of the UPR outcomes of: Ethiopia and General Debate):

Ethiopia

Fisseha Yimer (Special Advisor to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ethiopia): 

References to persons with disabilities: Among issues raised by delegations on the review of Ethiopia was that Ethiopia had adopted a positive and open attitude on the challenges and opportunities of the fight for human rights, and had given serious responses to questions made, adopting most of the recommendations, and preparing for their follow-up. Despite being a developing country, a victim of the unjust economic order and facing many challenges, progress had been achieved in terms of health, education, rights of disabled persons, children and women.

Cuba:

References to persons with disabilities: Cuba congratulated the Government of Ethiopia for having accepted many of the recommendations, including those presented by Cuba that related to improving access to health – particularly through cooperation and better financial assistance – and the improvement of the quality of education. Despite being a developing country, a victim of the unjust economic order and facing many challenges, Cuba called attention to the progress that had been achieved in Ethiopia in terms of health, education, rights of disabled persons, children and women.

General Debate on the Universal Periodic Review

LUO CHENG (China): Democracy, the rule of law and political civilisation had been improved, ensuring access to participation in politics, with an emphasis on human rights. The rights of ethnic minorities, women, children, the elderly and those with disabilities had been further enhanced, as had been the building of social security and services for the disabled.

PATRICK RUMLAR (Czech Republic): the Czech Republic had successfully completed two ratification processes, of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court and of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
OBAID SALEM SAEED AL ZAABI (United Arab Emirates) said the delegation of the United Arab Emirates had been delighted to participate in the Universal Periodic Review. Today, one year after the adoption of their report, the United Arab Emirates had ratified the Convention on the Right of Persons with Disabilities.

 

