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Geneva, 4 April 2010 The Human Rights Council met for its thirteenth session from 1-26 March 2010 in Geneva. During the session, the Council negotiated and then adopted a resolution on the rights of persons with disabilities (A/HRC/13/L.8) on national monitoring mechanisms and setting up the theme of next year's resolution to focus on international cooperation. The draft resolution was initially co-sponsored by Mexico and New Zealand and enjoyed very broad support by a large number of States who signed on as co-sponsors. The Council held a panel on the rights of persons with disabilities on the 5th of March. The IDA Secretariat maintained an active presence during the thirteenth session.

Resolution on the rights of persons with disabilities

The resolution calls upon States and regional organizations that have not yet done so to ratify the Convention and its Optional Protocol. It encourages States that have submitted reservations to review and consider withdrawing them. It welcomes the OHCHR study on article 33 and underlines many key findings and recommendations from the study, setting out in detail some of the requirements for elements that are in article 33 of the CRPD. Some important aspects of this are as follows. It encourages States to maintain or establish strong domestic frameworks and mechanisms to effectively protect and promote the rights of persons with disabilities. The focal points and coordination mechanisms must have a strong enough mandate and include people from relevant agencies. It underlines that civil society, in particular persons with disabilities and their representative organizations, must be involved in the monitoring process. The focal points, coordination mechanisms and monitoring frameworks must have adequate resources and their mandates should include promoting awareness of the CRPD. It encourages States to give OHCHR information about the decisions they've taken about their focal points, coordination mechanisms and monitoring frameworks. It asks the OHCHR to do a study on international cooperation, which should be made available in accessible format, for the sixteenth session of the Council (March 2011). It sets up the panel discussion to be held during the sixteenth session on the same topic, and encourages organizations of persons with disabilities, national monitoring bodies and human rights institutions to participate actively in that debate, as well as in regular and special sessions of the Council and its working groups. The resolution also requests the Secretary-General and the High Commissioner for Human Rights to continue to make UN facilities and services accessible in line with the CRPD, underlining that the Council, including its internet resources, should be fully accessible to persons with disabilities. 
To see the resolution on the rights of persons with disabilities, please click here.

Panel on article 33 of the CRPD, national implementation and monitoring

On 5 March, the Council held a three-hour panel on national implementation and monitoring of the Convention. During the panel, States mentioned if they had ratified the CRPD and the OP and many indicated that they were in the process of ratification. They discussed how their efforts were meeting the requirements of article 33 of the CRPD or where challenges lay for them. The discussion showed that there was still some confusion about the distinction between implementation and monitoring, and about the need for these functions to be handled by different entities. But overall, it showed that many States were on their way to establishing the conditions necessary to meet their article 33 obligations on both implementation and promotion, protection and monitoring. Many States were in the process of establishing national human rights institutions that would fulfil the criteria of article 33 on promotion, protection and monitoring. It was evident from the discussion that article 33 obligations would continue to be explored in other events. Belgium expressed the intention of having a conference on this in 2010, and the Asia-Pacific Forum for National Human Rights Institutions requested the CRPD Committee to have a day of discussion on article 33 this year. Finally, States expressed the need for the Council to explore in detail the meaning of international cooperation in article 32, which will be considered in a study by OHCHR that will be discussed at next year's panel on the rights of persons with disabilities. The discussion had a high level of interest, commitment and participation by States and other stakeholders.
For further infor​mation on this Panel, please click here.
Side event on international cooperation

The same day, just before the panel, IDA, together with Mexico and New Zealand, held a side event on international cooperation on that was well attended by States' representatives and civil society. 
For detailed infor​mation on this side event, please click here.

IDA activities during the session

The IDA Secretariat attended the session and participated in its various parts. In plenary sessions of the thirteenth session, IDA took the floor three times. On the 5th of March, during the morning meeting, IDA welcomed references to persons with disabilities in reports presented under Item 2, but pointed to places where they should have been included. On the 5th of March, in the afternoon meeting in which the panel discussion on the rights of persons with disabilities took place, IDA thanked the Council for holding the panel and requested the panel to elaborate on steps that should be taken for States that did not have, or that needed to change, monitoring mechanisms. On the 12th of March, during the general debate under Item 3, IDA pointed to the problem of the institutionalization of children in contravention of article 23 of the CRPD as a root cause of sexual violence against children and requested the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on violence against children to include this in her work. Those statements are available on Council webcast, at http://www.un.org/webcast/unhrc/archive.asp?go=013. The IDA Secretariat also attended informal consultations on some of the draft resolutions that were negotiated, as well as side events of special concern, in addition to the plenary meetings. The IDA Secretariat provided updates during the session on its website, www.internationaldisabilityalliance.org, and on Twitter (using the search tag, #HRC13), at www.twitter.com/ida_crpd_forum.
For the references to persons with disabilities in the meetings of the 13th Session of the Human Rights Council, please click here.
Other important developments during the session
During the session, the Council considered a large number of items on its agenda. During the High-Level Segment, the High Commissioner and many States started laying out criteria to be taken into account in the 2011 Review. Not losing what has been gained in the institution-building text of the Council (Council resolution 5/1), possible elimination of the separate agenda item 7, and ensuring adequate NGO 'space' were among the discussion points identified at this stage. As a result of an NGO suggestion during a meeting with the Civil Society Unit, OHCHR might host a meeting for NGOs in September 2010 on the 2011 Review, the results of which might be fed into the review process. 

Other resolutions passed that specifically mentioned the rights of persons with disabilities included those on sexual violence against children, arbitrary deprivation of nationality, food, and housing. The resolution on sexual violence against children requests a joint mandate-holder report on effective and child-sensitive counselling, complaint and reporting mechanisms to which children can safely report incidents of violence, including sexual violence and exploitation to be presented to HRC16 (March 2011). For the references to persons with disabilities in the resolutions adopted by the Human Rights Council at its 13 Session, please click here. 

Cross-regional groups of States worked on human rights and education and training, as well as on trafficking, through which the Council set up mechanisms to continue working on those areas. Another cross-regional group effort resulted in a resolution extending the mandate of the Open-ended Working Group to elaborate a communication procedure for the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The resolution requests that a draft Optional Protocol to be circulated by September, 2010, and sets the next meeting of the Working Group to be in early December 2010.
The Council also passed resolutions on torture and on human rights defenders.

It resorted to voting on resolutions concerning more controversial topics, such as the concept of 'defamation of religions' in the context of racism and religious intolerance, the situation of human rights in the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, and the composition of the staff of OHCHR. Resolutions on country situations passed without a vote were those on Myanmar, Guinea and the Democratic Republic of Congo. The Council did not pass any on the situations in Iraq, Afghanistan or Honduras, although there were reports before the Council on the latter two countries.
The separate agenda item for the human rights situation in Palestine and other occupied Arab territories continued to attract a great deal of attention and discussion, and four resolutions dealing with that situation were adopted by vote.
