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Disabled Peoples' International, Down Syndrome International, 
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World Blind Union, World Federation of the Deaf, 

World Federation of the DeafBlind,

World Network of Users and Survivors of Psychiatry,

Arab Organization of Disabled People, European Disability Forum,

Red Latinoamericana de Organizaciones no Gubernamentales de Personas con Discapacidad y sus familias (RIADIS), Pacific Disability Forum

Suggestions for recommendations relevant to 

the rights of persons with disabilities

12th UPR Working Group session (3-14 October 2011)

19 August 2011

States under review:
Antigua and Barbuda, Haiti, Ireland, Iceland, Lithuania, Republic of Moldova, Syrian Arab Republic, Swaziland, Togo, Thailand, Tajikistan, Timor-Leste, Trinidad and Tobago, United Republic of Tanzania, Uganda, Venezuela, Zimbabwe
Towards universal ratification of the CRPD and its Optional Protocol:

Ratification recommendations at a glance 
CRPD: 9 of the 17 States under Review in the UPR 12th session are not yet Parties to the CRPD. We recommend that Antigua and Barbuda, Ireland, Iceland, Swaziland, Tajikistan, Timor-Leste, Trinidad and Tobago, Venezuela, and Zimbabwe become States Parties to the CRPD.
Optional Protocol to the CRPD: 11 of the States under Review in this session are not yet Parties to the CRPD's Optional Protocol: We recommend that Antigua and Barbuda, Ireland, Iceland, Republic of Moldova, Swaziland, Thailand, Tajikistan, Timor-Leste, Trinidad and Tobago, Venezuela, and Zimbabwe become States Parties to the CRPD's Optional Protocol.


Reservations/declarations withdrawal recommendations at a glance:

CRPD: 3 States Parties under Review have made interpretive declarations or understandings / reservations to the CRPD: Lithuania (art. 25), Syrian Arab Republic (art. 12) and Thailand (art. 18).  We recommend that these countries withdraw these.
Optional Protocol to the CRPD: The Syrian Arab Republic is a Party to the OP but made a declaration regarding the inquiry procedure in articles 6 and 7. We recommend that it withdraw this declaration and accept the inquiry procedure.
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Antigua and Barbuda

Signed but has not ratified both the CRPD and its Optional Protocol (in 2007).

With respect to policy measures, the CRC called for a comprehensive policy on children with disabilities and data collection disaggregated by disability, while the Pan American Health Organization called for equal opportunity for persons with disabilities and improved relevant public services. 
Both the UN compilation and summary of stakeholders' information mention barriers in persons with disabilities' enjoyment of right to equality and non-discrimination. CRC and UNICEF both noted that children with disabilities suffered from discrimination and disparities in accessing basic services. CRC recommended implementing existing non-discrimination laws and adopting needed legislation. UNICEF estimated that 1 % of the population (about 700 persons) were persons with disabilities and that they faced barriers to access to education, employment, housing, transport, health care, rehabilitation and recreation. AB-APD reported that the Government did not enforce the constitutional anti-discrimination provisions prohibiting discrimination against the "physically disabled" in employment and education and lack of laws mandating accessibility for persons with disabilities, however it did not consider that there was evidence of widespread discrimination.

With regard to the right to education, CRC recommended that Antigua and Barbuda integrate children with disabilities into the regular educational system and into society by special training for teachers and making the physical environment (schools, sports, leisure facilities and other public areas) accessible. With regard to technical assistance, CRC recommended that Antigua and Barbuda seek technical assistance from WHO and UNICEF to address barriers facing children with disabilities. 
Recommendations: 
1. Become a Party to both the CRPD and its Optional Protocol.
2. Enforce constitutional anti-discrimination provisions prohibiting discrimination against persons with physical impairments in employment and education, amend these provisions to ensure non-discrimination against all persons with disabilities as set forth in the CRPD, including children and women, and pass legislation mandating accessibility for persons with disabilities.
3. Ensure that persons with disabilities enjoy equal access to inclusive and student-centered education with adapted curricula, sign language instruction by trained professionals including deaf instructors, as well as Braille materials and training, peer supports for persons with disabilities, and an accessible physical environment (schools, sports, leisure facilities and other public areas). 

4. Ensure that children with disabilities can get necessary care and support and services living in the community and that they enjoy their right to a family on an equal basis with other children.

National report, paras 18-22, and 35-26
Compilation of UN information, paras 25, 29, 31, 36, 40, 81, and 88
Summary of stakeholders' information, paras 1 and 10
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Haiti

Is a Party to both the CRPD and its Optional Protocol.
The compilation of UN information relates that the independent expert called for the need for policy measures in which reconstruction needs to ensure accessibility for persons with disabilities in buildings, especially those open to the public. With regard to equality and non-discrimination, UNICEF noted high rates of de facto discrimination against children with disabilities, and the UNCT reported that internally displaced with disabilities had been found to have more restricted access to services as compared to other displaced persons. In the summary of stakeholders' information, with respect to the constitutional and legislative framework and institutional and human rights infrastructure, JS3 and OPC urged Haiti to pass the law on the integration of persons with disabilities, OPC noting the 2007 creation of a Secretary of State on the Integration of Persons with Disabilities (Secrétairerie d’État à l’Intégration des Personnes Handicapées (SEIPH)). 

The summary of stakeholders information also raises issues in enjoyment of the right to social security and to an adequate standard of living: JS3 notes that persons who were newly disabled after the recent earthquake are facing abandonment because of costs and because of a history of shunning persons with disabilities. With regard to the right to education and to participate in the cultural life of the community, JS3 referred to difficulties of parents to take their children with disabilities to school and lack of access in schools for children with disabilities.
Recommendations:
1. Ensure that reconstruction is done in keeping with binding obligations in the CRPD to make buildings, information, transportation, etc., accessible to persons with disabilities and that no new barriers for persons with disabilities are created through reconstruction or development aid. Include accessibility criteria and checklists in requests for international assistance and in all reconstruction procurement.
2. Pass legislation on the integration of persons with disabilities and ensure its consistency with the CRPD, in consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities.
3. Ensure that persons with disabilities as a result of the earthquake have access to education, jobs, social security and an adequate standard of living on an equal basis with others and address widespread societal discrimination against persons with disabilities. 

4. Ensure that schools are accessible to persons with disabilities by doing an accessibility audit, assessing needs, and creating and implementing an accessibility plan, to be done in consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities. Ensure accessible and inclusive school transportation for persons with disabilities. Ensure that new schools are built in keeping with building codes that ensure accessibility for persons with disabilities. Include information on school accessibility for all persons with disabilities in the national report to the next UPR session and in Haiti's State report to the CRPD Committee.

National report, paras 15 and 54
Compilation of UN information, paras 14, 24 and 70
Summary of stakeholders' information, paras 4, 8, 53 and 64
Ireland

Signed the CRPD in 2007 but has not yet ratified it, has not signed the Optional Protocol. (Ireland states that it plans to ratify the CRPD as soon as it has completed its "bill for the reform of mental capacity laws" and expects to submit that to parliament by end of 2011.)
Both the compilation of UN information and the summary of stakeholders' information highlight the need to ratify the CRPD. CAT raised this in June 2011, and the Irish Human Rights Commission also submitted this to the UPR. Both reports raise existing issues with the institutional and human rights infrastructure affecting persons with disabilities: the independent expert on extreme poverty observed deterioration in it caused by the recent budgetary cuts to Disability Projects, while OCO called for all necessary legislative and other steps to be taken to allow the Health Information and Quality Authority to carry out independent inspections of residential and respite services for children with disabilities. The Irish-HRC also raised the need to ensure independent statutory inspections of care homes for persons with disabilities but rather as a matter of equality and non-discrimination and as part of full application of the Disability Act 2005, the Education for Persons with Special Needs Act 2004, and the Health Act 2007.

The right to life, liberty and security of the person was also raised in both reports. First, CEDAW expressed concern about violence against women with disabilities. Second, the Irish-HRC recommended Ireland to move all persons with an intellectual disability out of psychiatric institutions and congregated settings into appropriate community settings with proper supports within a defined limit, and also expressed concern about detention conditions in adult psychiatric facilities for the detention of people who were deemed unfit to plead to criminal charges or were found not guilty by reason of insanity under the Criminal Law (Insanity) Act 2006. Third, the Children's Mental Health Coalition (CMHC) reported on the mental health situation of children in detention and made recommendations.
Other issues raised include: administration of justice, rule of law, participation in public and political life, and right to social security and to an adequate standard of living. RehabGroup (RG) recommended that Ireland introduce a statutory personal advocacy service with entry powers to ensure that people with disabilities at risk can access essential independent advocacy services. RG and CDLP made recommendations regarding the right of persons with disabilities to participation in public affairs. RG recommended that Ireland should protect disability-related welfare payments from further cuts and introduce a Housing Strategy for People with Disabilities.
Recommendations: 
1. Become a Party to both the CRPD and its Optional Protocol.

2.  Ensure that the review of the Mental Health Act 2001 currently underway takes place in consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities, in particular those directly representing persons with psychosocial or intellectual disabilities, and that it results in protection of the right to liberty, freedom from torture, and physical and mental integrity of persons with disabilities on an equal basis with others, in keeping with the CRPD.

3. Uphold the principle of universal suffrage by, inter alia: ensuring that all persons with disabilities enjoy protection of their right to vote and that information about elections and voting procedures and facilities are accessible to persons with disabilities, as well as refraining from making further budget cuts to disability projects.
4. Ensure equal enjoyment of the right to life, liberty and security of person by, inter alia, eliminating violence against women with disabilities, ensuring that children with disabilities enjoy the right to live in the community, and protection of the right to access to justice for persons with disabilities suspected of criminal acts.
5. Create and implement a deinstitutionalization plan that will enable persons with disabilities living in residential facilities to live in the community with any necessary supports, in consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities.
National report, paras 35, 45, 63, 92, 107-112, 114, 121, 128-130
Compilation of UN information, paras 3, 14 and 30
Summary of stakeholders' information, paras 1, 7, 20, 25-26, 34, 54, 57 and 64
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Iceland

Has signed the CRPD in 2007 but has not yet ratified it, and has not signed the Optional Protocol. (It notes that it intends to ratify both and that ratification is being prepared.)

The compilation of UN information raises the right to work and just and favourable conditions of work and right to social security and to an adequate standard of living. With respect to the former, CESCR recommended continuing implementation of policies and programmes to improve access to employment and working conditions of persons with disabilities. With respect to the latter, CRC urged greater support for families of children with disabilities. 
Issues raised in the summary of stakeholders' information included the following. JS1 recommended ratification of the CRPD and noted that the Government planned a holistic review of the legislation regarding persons with disabilities, expected to be finished in 2014. 
With regard to the right to equality and non-discrimination, CoE-ESC concluded that Iceland was not in conformity with the Charter because of lack of legislation protecting persons with disabilities from discrimination in education and training. JS1 noted habitual discrimination against persons with disabilities with respect to, inter alia, the right to education, housing and participation in public life and made up a large part of those running a risk of living in poverty. JS1 suggested that more residential services for persons with mental and intellectual disabilities were needed as well as increased vocational training support.
JS1 expressed concern on limited legislation and information on constraining measures applied in psychiatric hospitals and institutions for persons with disabilities. The European Committee on the Prevention of Torture (CPT) recommended that Iceland amend the existing legislation with regard to the review of involuntary placements in psychiatric establishments; review the legislation on treatment of involuntary psychiatric patients without their consent; and organize regular visits to psychiatric establishments by an independent body.

With respect to the right to privacy, marriage and family life, JS1 stated that children with disabilities that needed to be removed from their parents were put in supported foster care as a temporary solution and that foster parents did not receive any special training equipping them to deal with complex disabilities. With respect to the right to social security and adequate standard of living, JS1 expressed concern at the effect of budget cuts on health services for persons with disabilities, the lack of a holistic services policy for persons with disabilities, and the negative potential for decentralization of services to the municipalities to result in unequal access to services. The budget cuts were also a matter of concern for the Children's Ombudsman who noted negative impact on education for children in need of special support, also reporting inadequate facilities for them which would worsen.
Recommendations: 
1. Become a Party to the CRPD and its Optional Protocol and ensure that its new Act on Rights of Persons with Disabilities' provides for supported rather than substitutive decision-making for persons with disabilities in need of such support.

2. Ensure that children with disabilities are educated about their rights and that persons with disabilities who are in need of more intensive support receive this, including personal assistance when needed, while enjoying their right to family and to live in the community. Ensure that relevant authorities and persons involved in child protection are aware of persons with disabilities' right to a range of in-home, residential and other community support services, including personal assistance, and to mobility aids, devices, assistive technologies and forms of live assistance and intermediaries consistent with articles 19 (b) and 20 (b) of the CRPD.
3. Amend the existing legislation with regard to the review of involuntary placements in psychiatric establishments; review the legislation on treatment of involuntary psychiatric patients without their consent; and organize regular visits to psychiatric establishments by an independent body, in consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities.
4. Take immediate measures to reverse the negative impact of budget cuts on health and education services for persons with disabilities, uphold the principle of nonretrogressivity, and ensure adequate centralized legislation and oversight of services that are made available at municipality level, by, among other things, effective implementation of article 33 CRPD, once ratified.

National report, paras 37-42, 54, 114 and 119
Compilation of UN information, paras 48 and 50
Summary of stakeholders' information, paras 1, 5, 15, 17, 34, 51-54
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Lithuania

Is a Party to both the CRPD and its Optional Protocol. Lithuania made a declaration on its interpretation of the concept of "sexual and reproductive health" (Article 25a). 
In the compilation of UN information, CERD and CAT welcomed the enactment of the Law on Equal Treatment in 2006 prohibiting discrimination on the basis of disability, among others. With respect to the right to equality and non-discrimination, CRC voiced concern on discrimination against children with disabilities, in particular to access adequate health and educational facilities.  With regard to the right to work and just and favourable conditions of work, CESCR recommended that Lithuania promote the integration of persons with disabilities into the labor market, including through providing incentives to employers and strengthening the system of job quotas. CRC reiterated its concern, regarding the right to social security and an adequate standard of living, that children with disabilities living in rural areas did not have access to the same level of services and medicines as children living in other parts of the country, and voiced concern at the number of children with disabilities who were institutionalized and the general lack of resources and specialized staff for children with disabilities.

Other issues were raised in the summary of stakeholders’ information by JS1, including Lithuania’s declaration on its interpretation of the concept of “sexual and reproductive health” (article 25 a). JS1 also expressed concern, with regard to the administration of justice and rule of law, at the lack of provision of information to persons with disabilities who would be potential beneficiaries about State-guaranteed legal aid. 
Recommendations:
1. Ensure provision of information on State-guaranteed legal aid that is made available to the general public to persons with disabilities in accessible formats.

2. Withdraw its declaration regarding the meaning of “sexual and reproductive health”.

3. Ensure that children with disabilities living in rural areas have equal access to the same level of services and medicines as children living in other parts of the country, create and implement a deinstitutionalization plan, in consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities and other countries currently undertaking deinstitutionalization, and increase the resources and specialized support workers for children with disabilities. 

4. Increase access by persons with disabilities to the labor market including by targeted measures, enforcement of non-discrimination in hiring practices and in the workplace including reasonable accommodation, and ensuring effective remedies to persons with disabilities who have experienced job-related discrimination.
National report, paras 12, 52-63, 90 and 100
Compilation of UN information, paras 5, 27, 59 and 65
Summary of stakeholders' information, paras 2 and 24.
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Republic of Moldova
Is a Party to the CRPD but has not signed the Optional Protocol.
In the compilation of UN information, the UNCT notes the National Human Rights Action Plan 2004-2008 and strategies concerning persons with disabilities among others. Both the compilation of UN information and the summary of stakeholders’ information raise issues regarding the right to equality and non-discrimination. CRC expressed concern at discrimination against children with disabilities, while the Center for Legal Assistance for Persons with Disabilities (CLAPD) indicated that persons with disabilities were excluded from social life. In addition, the Association for the Support of Children with Convulsive Syndrome (ASCCS) reported on stigmatization of children with convulsive syndrome, epilepsy and their segregation and exclusion from social life. 
With regard to the right to life, liberty and security of the person, CESCR recommended that the Government incorporate into law the abolition of violent and discriminatory practices against persons with disabilities in the medical setting, including the deprivation of liberty, the use of restraints and the enforced administration of intrusive and irreversible treatments. 
With regard to the right to privacy and family life, UNCT reported that children with disabilities continued to account for over half of the population of institutionalized children, and that services to integrate them into families, schools and communities were lacking. CESCR recommended that the Government ensure the full implementation of the reform of the residential care system for children, focusing especially on the re-integration of children with disabilities.
Both reports raise the issue of the right to work and to just and favourable conditions of work. CESCR recommended that the Government reduce the high and concerning unemployment rate with a special focus on persons with disabilities, among others. In  addition, JS2 noted that employment was almost unattainable for most persons with disabilities. The legislation requiring employers to reserve at least 5 percent of work places for persons with disabilities had not been enforced. CLAPD also stated that there was no coherent social policy on inclusion of persons with disabilities into the workforce.

The summary of stakeholders’ information points to additional problems in enjoyment of the right to social security and to an adequate standard of living, CLAPD noting that pensions and social protection were insufficient for persons with disabilities and JS1 noting that social services did not reach all children with disabilities and their families in need. Enjoyment of the right to education was also lacking, with JS1 reporting that children with disabilities were generally educated in segregated education settings offering limited rehabilitation opportunities only. Access of children with disabilities to mainstream education was limited by the lack of comprehensive policies on inclusive education and the practical mechanisms for their integration in mainstream educational institutions. JS1 and JS3 recommended that the Government adopt the concept of Inclusive Education.
Recommendations: 
1. Become a Party to the Optional Protocol to the CRPD.
2. Abolish violent and discriminatory practices against persons with disabilities in the medical setting, including the deprivation of liberty, the use of restraints and the enforced administration of intrusive and irreversible treatments.
3. Ensure the full implementation of the reform of the residential care system for children, focusing especially on the re-integration of children with disabilities.

4. Ensure inclusive and student-centered education that provides for adapted curricula, education in sign language by qualified instructors including deaf instructors, Braille materials, assistive devices and peer supports for persons with disabilities.
National report, paras 12-13, 98-100, IV
Compilation of UN information, paras 13, 27, 33, 61, 68 and 80
Summary of stakeholders' information, paras 18, 60, 63 and 75
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Syrian Arab Republic
Is a Party to both the CRPD and its Optional Protocol. However, it indicated an understanding of article 12 on the interpretation of the concept of "legal capacity" and also does not recognize the Committee's competence regarding articles 6 or 7 of the Optional Protocol.

Recommendations: 

1. Withdraw its "understanding" on article 12 CRPD.

2. Consider withdrawing its declaration regarding the inquiry procedure in articles 6 and 7 of the Optional Protocol to the CRPD.
3. Devote resources to building capacity of organizations of persons with disabilities.

4. Ensure that information about the UPR is made available to persons with disabilities in accessible formats and languages.
National report - not available

Compilation of UN information - not available

Summary of stakeholders' information - no references
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Swaziland

Has signed but not ratified both the CRPD and its Optional Protocol (in 2007). It states that the CRPD has been tabled before Parliament for ratification.
UNCT noted, with regard to policy measures, that the Disability Policy was still pending. CRC expressed concern at de facto societal discrimination against children with disabilities and recommended that Swaziland prioritize and target social services for children with disabilities and other vulnerable groups. CRC also noted with concern that equal opportunities for children with disabilities were jeopardized (and in particular those living in rural and remote areas), e.g., by their limited access to health, education, sporting facilities and the physical environment, and that social stigma, fears and misconceptions surrounding disabilities remained strong in society. 

There were no references to persons with disabilities in the summary of stakeholder information.
Recommendations: 
1. Become a Party to the CRPD and its Optional Protocol.
2. Prioritize and target social services for children with disabilities.

3. Ensure equal opportunities for children with disabilities (including for those living in rural and remote areas), by taking immediate and time-bound measures to increase their access to health, education, sporting facilities and the physical environment.

4. Eliminate social stigma, fears and misconceptions surrounding disabilities in society through public education campaigns focusing on the rights of persons with disabilities in keeping with the CRPD, and by increasing persons with disabilities’ social integration, inclusive and student-centered education, access to the labor market, and access to public life and cultural events.
National report, paras 23 and 47-49
Compilation of UN information, paras 12 and 20-21
Summary of stakeholders' information - no references
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Togo

Is a Party to both the CRPD and its Optional Protocol.
The compilation of UN information and summary of stakeholders’ information both refer to problems in enjoyment of equality and non-discrimination. CRC noted societal discrimination and UNICEF noted that despite the signature in 2008 of the CRPD, children with disabilities continue to face extreme exclusion at the family and community levels both. CRC expressed concern that only very few children with disabilities have access to education and employment services. With regard to the right to life, CRC was deeply concerned about reports of killing, in certain areas, of children born with disabilities, malformations, skin discoloration (albinos), and others. It urged Togo to prevent such killings, prosecute those responsible, and raise awareness of the need to eradicate such practices. CRC recommended Togo to seek technical assistance from UNICEF and WHO. Other issues raised in the summary of stakeholders’ information included the right to social security and to an adequate standard of living, OSC reporting that about 82% of persons with disabilities are living below the poverty line. OSC also indicated, with respect to the right to education and to participate in the cultural life of the community, that children with disabilities experience barriers in accessing school buildings or study materials, and that children with hearing and visual disabilities did not have appropriate educational systems, similar to IIMA’s statement with IIMA also adding that parents of children with disabilities are reticent to educate their children with disabilities. 
Recommendations:

1. Prevent killings of children born with disabilities and prosecute and punish persons found responsible, and educate the public on the need to prevent such killings in keeping with the rights to life and equality in the CRPD.

2. Address extreme exclusion of persons with disabilities at the family and community levels through public education and targeted and concrete measures, in consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities.

3. Address widespread poverty of persons with disabilities, inter alia, by improving access to education and educational materials and by ensuring non-discrimination (including reasonable accommodation) in hiring practices and in the workplace.

4. Inform children with disabilities that they have the right to an education on an equal basis with other children and build capacity of organizations of persons with disabilities.
National report, paras 85-90 and 107
Compilation of UN information, paras 25, 34 and 79
Summary of stakeholders' information, paras 12, 60 and 70
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Thailand

Is a Party to the CRPD but has not signed the Optional Protocol. However, it made an "interpretive declaration" that would make the application of article 18 subject to the national laws, regulations and practices in Thailand. The Czech Republic, Portugal and Spain characterized this as an impermissible reservation and objected to it. 
Both the compilation of UN information and the summary of stakeholders’ information raise issues regarding the right to equality and non-discrimination. CRC expressed concern about discrimination against children with disabilities and the UNCT noted that children across the country continue to experience corporal punishment, unnecessary institutionalization and violence in their homes, schools and community. JS7 observed that disability-based discrimination was more prevalent in education, employment, housing, transport, cultural life, and access to public places and services, while JS10 recommended that Thailand honor the human rights of persons with disabilities in accordance with the CRPD.
Recommendations: 

1. Withdraw its "interpretive declaration" (reservation) regarding article 18 CRPD.

2. Become a Party to the CRPD's Optional Protocol.
3. Take immediate measures to address discrimination against persons with disabilities in the fields of education, employment, housing, transport, cultural life, and access to public places and services.

4. Eliminate corporal punishment of all children in their homes, schools and communities, and eliminate unnecessary institutionalization and other violence against children with disabilities.
National report, paras 18, 47, 54, 57, 62, 74, 78-82, and 126
Compilation of UN information, paras 15, 40 and 46
Summary of stakeholders' information, para 19
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Tajikistan

Has not even signed either the CRPD or its Optional Protocol.

JS2 recommended that Tajikistan ratify the CRPD. Both the compilation of UN information and the summary of stakeholders' information raise issues under the right to equality and non-discrimination. CRC remained concerned about discriminatory attitudes and discrimination against persons with disabilities while JS2 reported on persistent discrimination against persons with disabilities in terms of employment opportunities, career development, access to education, medical and legal assistance, and other benefits. Women with disabilities were subject to more serious discrimination by the society and in their families, especially in rural areas. JS2 stated that girls with disabilities were isolated by their parents and not allowed to attend special or secondary schools and they were subject to psychological pressure. JS2 recommended that Tajikistan develop and adopt a new set of criteria for defining disability in the national legislation in compliance with international standards and adopt measures raising the level of awareness of the population in order to eliminate stigma and discrimination against persons with disabilities. With respect to the right to privacy, marriage and family life, CRC regretted that institutionalization of children with disabilities remained a common practice, while UNCT noted that community-based and family-based care services for children with disabilities were limited. With regard to the right to education, JS2 reported that the right to education of children with disabilities was violated, as they either received poor quality education at home or faced challenges owing to the lack of accessibility of buildings when they attend educational institutions. JS2 recommended that Tajikistan continue implementing a program of inclusive education.

Recommendations: 

1. Become a Party to the CRPD and its Optional Protocol.
2. Eliminate discrimination against persons with disabilities in terms of employment opportunities, career development, access to education, medical and legal assistance, and other benefits, 

3. Ensure that children with disabilities, in particular girls with disabilities, do not experience child abuse, whether physical or verbal, by their parents, by educating persons with disabilities of all ages and their families about the rights of persons with disabilities as set forth in the CRPD. Ensure that child protection programs include children with disabilities and human rights education and training on the rights of persons with disabilities.
4. Create and implement a deinstitutionalization program to ensure that children with disabilities enjoy the right to family life and to live in the community with necessary supports, and institute public awareness programs to eliminate stigma and discrimination against persons with disabilities.

5. Ensure the accessibility of schools and ensure that persons with disabilities enjoy the right to education and take measures to ensure that such education is a quality, inclusive and student-centered education. Ensure that any international cooperation on education is inclusive of persons with disabilities and include inclusiveness and accessibility criteria in requests for assistance and in all procurement.
National report (currently available in Russian only), paras 61 and 64
Compilation of UN information, paras 20 and 48
Summary of stakeholders' information, paras 1, 15, 78
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Timor-Leste

Has not even signed either the CRPD or its Optional Protocol.

Both the compilation of UN information and the summary of stakeholders' information raise issues of the right to equality and non-discrimination. UNCT highlighted in 2011 the fact that persons with disabilities still faced challenges and discrimination in exercising their rights to health, education, information, political participation, and justice, among others. Of particular concern were documented cases of persons with mental illness held in permanent or long-term restraints in inhumane conditions by families or members of the community. No government facility existed for long-term care of persons with mental illness. JS1 and JS2 expressed concern on discrimination against persons including children with disabilities, JS2 recommending that Timor-Leste combat such discrimination and adopt provisions from the CRPD into national policies and legislation. With regard to the right to social security and to an adequate standard of living, CRC regretted that children with disabilities were frequently excluded from mainstream education and community life, recommending, inter alia, that Timor-Leste provide children with disabilities with access to adequate and standardized social and health services. With regard to the right to education, JS1 noted that children with disabilities are less likely to complete primary school and recommended to overcome stigmatization of children with disabilities and ensure their access to education and to build new schools and modernize existing infrastructures.
Recommendations:

1. Become a Party to the CRPD and its Optional Protocol.
2. Investigate alleged instances of torture or other ill-treatment such as those cases in which persons with disabilities are held in permanent or long-term restraints in inhumane conditions by families or members of the community, and where appropriate prosecute and punish those responsible; and, ensure that persons with psychosocial disability have access to any long-term care and support that is needed, with an emphasis on improving community-based care.

3. Ensure that children with disabilities have equal access to community life by combating stigma and promoting social inclusion, and ensure equal access of children with disabilities to adequate and standardized social and health services.

4. Ensure that persons with disabilities have access to quality, inclusive and student-centered education and lifelong learning, work to increase the numbers of children with disabilities completing primary school, improve accessibility of existing education infrastructure, and require new schools to meet minimum standards of accessibility including those set forth in relevant building codes and on internet accessibility.
National report, paras 16, 19, 23, 113-115, and 120
Compilation of UN information, paras 22 and 58
Summary of stakeholders' information, paras 1-2, 12, 46, and 50
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Trinidad and Tobago

Has signed the CRPD (in 2007) but is not yet a Party to it, and has not signed the Optional Protocol.

Both the compilation of UN information and the summary of stakeholders' information describe lack of enjoyment of the right to equality and non-discrimination. CRC noted concern that services for children with disabilities were heavily reliant on non-governmental organizations, recommending allocating adequate resources to strengthen services, support their families, train professionals and encourage inclusion in regular educational system and integration into society. CESCR expressed concern at the lack of facilities for persons with disabilities. CRC recommended seeking technical assistance from UNICEF and WHO to further prevent child abuse and neglect and concerning children with disabilities. The summary of stakeholders' information also raises the right to life, liberty and security of person. GIEACPC reported that corporal punishment of children was lawful in the home, in public and private schools, in the penal system and in alternative care settings. GIEACPC recommended to prohibit all corporal punishment of children in all settings, including in the home and all forms of alternative care, and urged the Government to enact legislation to achieve this as a matter of priority.
Recommendations: 

1. Become a Party to the CRPD and its Optional Protocol.
2. Ensure that the government takes responsibility for provision of services needed in order that persons with disabilities may fully enjoy their human rights and that it does not rely on nongovernmental organizations to provide needed services, while increasing persons with disabilities' access to education, jobs, and social protection.

3. Allocate a sufficient part of the national budget to implementing the rights of persons with disabilities and ensure that all buildings, services and information made available to the public are accessible to persons with disabilities.
4. Prohibit all corporal punishment of children in all settings, including in the home and all forms of alternative care, and enact legislation to achieve this as a matter of priority.
National report, paras 2, 71-73, (Section 8), 82, and 106
Compilation of UN information, paras 21 and 65
Summary of stakeholders' information, paras 13-17 (GIEACPC)
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United Republic of Tanzania

Is a Party to both the CRPD and its Optional Protocol.
The UNCT noted key challenges identified in the 2008 revised Child Development policy regarding children with disabilities, and also noted the human rights approach in the 2007 revised National Health Policy including regarding persons with chronic diseases. Both the compilation of UN information and the summary of stakeholders' information noted issues regarding enjoyment of equality and non-discrimination. CRC encouraged to integrate children with disabilities into the regular educational system and into society, noting discrimination. JS3 noted efforts made but noted denial of the right to access education, health and other social services and social exclusion and stigmatization of persons with disabilities. JS3 recommended implementing the CRPD and its Optional Protocol and the 2010 Persons with Disabilities Act, and conduct advocacy campaigns/programmes to make the public aware of the rights and needs of persons with disabilities.

Both reports also raised lack of enjoyment of the right to education and to participate in the cultural life of the community. UNCT requested more Government attention to children with disabilities - while the Government had developed an Inclusive Education Strategy, immediate efforts should be taken for implementation. JS3 reported that children with disabilities had inadequate facilities to access education despite provisions in the 2009 Child Act and the 2010 Persons with Disabilities Act.

Recommendations:

1. Implement the CRPD and its Optional Protocol and the 2010 Persons with Disabilities act

2. Conduct advocacy campaigns and programmes to make the public aware of the rights of persons with disabilities.

3. Enable the educational system and society to benefit from the capacities of persons with disabilities by implementing the Government's Inclusive Education Strategy, making sure to provide for sign language education by qualified instructors (including deaf instructors), assistive devices, and Braille materials.

4. Ensure equal access to educational facilities by assessing accessibility of educational infrastructure, schools and school materials, adapting existing ones and ensuring that new schools are built accessibly in accordance with relevant standards for accessibility for persons with disabilities. Require  inclusiveness and accessibility criteria and checklists in any requests for development aid and in related procurement.
National report, paras 8 and 18-20 
Compilation of UN information, paras 16, 24 and 61


Summary of stakeholders' information, paras 10, 27 and 59
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Uganda

Is a Party to both the CRPD and its Optional Protocol.
Both the compilation of UN information and summary of stakeholders' information raise the issue of the right to equality and non-discrimination. CEDAW noted women with disabilities often suffering multiple forms of discrimination, CRC was concerned at discrimination against and lack of equal opportunities for children with disabilities, and the UNCT stated that it was estimated that 19.8% of Ugandans had some form of disability, and that despite constitutional and legal guarantees, discriminatory laws and attitudes existed. The Special Rapporteur on the right to health stated in 2006 that wide-ranging measures were required to combat all forms of discrimination and stigma associated with neglected diseases. JS5 stated that persons with disabilities continued to be marginalized in mainstream development and lack of enjoyment of their rights to access equitable and quality education, health, public infrastructure, information and other community services. UCRNN stated that there was discrimination against children with disabilities and that special measures were needed for children with albinism. Other rights raised included the right to life, liberty and security of the person, in relation to which JS5 stated that the special nature and needs of detained persons with disabilities must be recognized. Regarding administration of justice, including impunity and the rule of law, JS5 reported that, despite the Evidence Act recognizing the rights of persons with communication disabilities to be competent witnesses, sign language interpreters were not provided during court hearings and during interrogation by the police. With respect to freedom of expression, association and peaceful assembly and the right to participate in public and political life, while persons with disabilities have a right to participate in civil and political life on an equal basis with any other person, JS5 stated that the electoral Commission did not have Braille ballot papers for the visually impaired, and persons with mental and intellectual disabilities were not allowed to vote. With regard to the right to social security and to an adequate standard of living, JS5 stated that parents and guardians of children with disabilities had limited knowledge and skills to take care of them, recommending funding for home-based care to enable these parents and guardians to acquire the necessary skills.
Recommendations:
1. Uphold the principle of universal suffrage and ensure that all persons with disabilities without any distinction enjoy their right to vote, as set forth in the CRPD, by, inter alia, ensuring that there are alternative means of voting and accessibility of information and polling stations.

2. Eliminate discrimination against persons with albinism, take additional measures protect their right to life, liberty and security of the person, and ensure that they have access to any needed health services, and that assistive devices and workplace adaptations are available for persons with albinism who have visual impairments.

3. Provide sign language interpreters during court hearings and during all other proceedings relevant to the administration of justice, whether criminal or civil, and provide all members of the legal profession and involved in the administration of justice with information on the rights of persons with disabilities to access information and to access justice, as well as information on how to arrange for sign language interpretation. Ensure that there are sufficient numbers of professional sign language interpreters.

4. Provide human rights education and training to children with disabilities and their families, and allocate funding for home-based care to enable parents and guardians of children with disabilities to acquire the necessary skills.
National report, paras 20, 22, 25, 27, 29, 40, 96 and 99-101
Compilation of UN information, paras 18-21
Summary of stakeholders' information, paras 18-19, 32, 46, 57, 71, 74 and 81
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Venezuela

Has not even signed the CRPD or its Optional Protocol.
CRC recommended that Venezuela ensure that all children with disabilities receive education and encourage their inclusion in regular schools, and promote and expand community-based rehabilitation programmes,, including parent support groups. A number of stakeholderse recognized advances relating to persons with disabilities, while community organizations noted the benefits of social projects, referring to the mission for care for persons with disabilities, among others.
Recommendations:

1. Become a Party to the CRPD and its Optional Protocol.
2. Ensure that children with disabilities receive education and encourage their inclusion in regular schools, and promote and expand community-based rehabilitation programmes, including parent support groups.

3. Ensure that the Government is responsible for the provision of services needed for persons with disabilities on a human rights and not a charity basis.
National report (available in Spanish only), paras 66, 84 and 109
Compilation of UN information, para 22
Summary of stakeholders' information, paras 10 and 55
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Zimbabwe

Has not even signed the CRPD or its Optional Protocol.
The UNCT recommended that the Government ratify the CRPD, and ensure that the bill of rights in the new Constitution under development protect the rights of persons with disabilities. The summary of stakeholders' information highlighted the right to freedom of expression, association and peaceful assembly and the right to participate in public and political life. The Zimbabwe Election Support Network (ZESN) highlighted the need for persons with disabilities to be able to participate in elections as voters, candidates and election administrators. With regard to the right to education and to participate in the cultural life of the community, FMSI noted that the existence of specialized schools, which are segregated schools for persons with disability, precludes inclusivity. At the same time, very few teachers in ordinary schools have the necessary skills to be able to work with pupils with special education needs. FMSI recommended, inter alia, to ensure that primary education is free for all children and secondary schools is available; to ensure human rights education; to improve the salaries and conditions of service of teachers; to provide adequate resources that will promote quality education.
Recommendations:

1. Become a Party to both the CRPD and its Optional Protocol.
2. Ensure that the new Constitution under development has an accessible consultation process which includes persons with disabilities and their representative organizations, that the Constitution expressly prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability, and that it gives a high status to international human rights obligations.

3. Take immediate steps to ensure that persons with disabilities are enabled to participate in elections as voters, candidates and election administrators.

4. Ensure that primary education is free for all children and secondary schools is available, and that persons with disabilities are included in all measures to improve quality education for all; to ensure that persons with disabilities receive human rights education and that the rights of persons with disabilities are included in all human rights education and training programs; and to provide adequate resources that will promote inclusive, quality and student-centered education.
National report, paras 38 and 56-57
Compilation of UN information, paras 1 and 3 
Summary of stakeholders' information, paras 3, 50 and 58
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