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This statement is by the European Disability Forum, on behalf of the International Disability Alliance.
The International Disability Alliance welcomes Draft Declaration on Human Rights Education and Training being presented by the Platform. We emphasize that it must be ensured that persons with disabilities will benefit from human rights education and that the rights of persons with disabilities are considered an integral part of any mainstream human rights education.

Persons with disabilities are only since recently considered to be part of the human rights agenda. The declaration on human rights education and training can make an important contribution to ensure that the rights of persons with disabilities are fully taken into account in all initiatives in the field of human rights education. 

With the adoption of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2006, there is a greater need than ever to include of the rights of persons with disabilities in human rights education and training, to make persons with disabilities and indeed the rest of societies aware of rights and obligations with respect to persons with disabilities. 
The Draft declaration on human rights education and training will take an important and much needed step to recognize the culmination of existing human rights obligations on human rights education and training. The right to human rights education and training is a right unto itself as well as a right whose enjoyment affects and enables enjoyment of many if not all other rights.

Human rights and education is crucial to the full realization of all human rights. To know one's rights and enjoy equality and freedom requires education of the person and of others around them on the existence, fact, and content of one's rights, including the right to equality. 
The right to human rights education and training that appears throughout the CRPD builds on previous UN instruments on the rights of persons with disabilities.
 Reflecting the importance of awareness-raising in the enjoyment of all rights, the CRPD contains a standalone article on this, article 8. It contains extensive obligations including those on human rights education. It requires that States Parties adopt immediate, effective and appropriate measures to raise awareness throughout society, including at the family level, regarding persons with disabilities, and to foster respect for the rights and dignity of persons with disabilities. States Parties must combat stereotypes, prejudices and harmful practices relating to persons with disabilities, including those based on sex and age, in all areas of life, and promote awareness of the capabilities and contributions of persons with disabilities. Measures to this end include initiating and maintaining effective public awareness campaigns designed to nurture receptiveness to the rights of persons with disabilities, to promote positive perceptions and greater social awareness towards persons with disabilities, and to promote recognition of the skills, merits and abilities of persons with disabilities, and of their contributions to the workplace and the labour market. States Parties must foster, at all levels of the education system, including in all children from an early age, an attitude of respect for the rights of persons with disabilities, as well as encourage all organs of the media to portray persons with disabilities in a manner consistent with the purpose of the CRPD. They must also promote awareness-training programmes regarding persons with disabilities and the rights of persons with disabilities. From this it may be concluded that article 8 includes the right to human rights education and training. Persons with disabilities thus have the right to be educated themselves and to live in a society where other persons have also been educated about the rights of persons with disabilities.

The CRPD contains other human rights education and training obligations. Article 9 requires, in order to enable persons with disabilities to live independently and participate fully in all aspects of life, that States Parties ensure accessibility to information and communications and to other facilities and services open or provided to the public, as well as promulgation of accessibility standards and guidelines. It requires States Parties to provide training for stakeholders on accessibility.  
Rights and freedoms of persons with disabilities are also dependent on provisions of human rights education and training. For example, the CRPD also includes State Party obligations to prevent torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment including "to take all effective legislative, administrative judicial or other measures" 
  that are needed. Such measures include human rights education and training of relevant persons and entities. States Parties are similarly obliged to take "all appropriate educational and other measures to protect persons with disabilities, both within and outside the home, from all forms of exploitation, violence and abuse, including their gender-based aspects."
/ Such measures include, inter alia, appropriate forms of gender- and age-sensitive assistance and support for persons with disabilities and their families and caregivers, including through the provision of information and education on how to avoid, recognize and report instances of exploitation, violence and abuse." Such education and training of rights holders and persons around them is part of the human rights obligations regarding freedom from exploitation, violence and abuse. 
The CRPD also require States Parties to provide information and relevant services intended for the general public to persons with disabilities in accessible formats and languages.
  Article 24 recognises the right of persons with disabilities to education and requires States Parties to ensure an inclusive education system, languages, communication methods and environments enabling learning at all levels and lifelong learning directed to, among other things, the full development of human potential and sense of dignity and self-worth, and the strengthening of respect for human rights, fundamental freedoms and human diversity. Peer support is also especially critical in education for persons with disabilities. Underlying this is the right to human rights education of the self and of others. It requires educating persons with disabilities about their equality and other rights.
With regard to dissemination, the CRPD and its Optional Protocol each require that they "be made available in accessible formats". (See article 49 CRPD and article 17 CRPD-OP). The Optional Protocol to CESCR also contains a provision requiring that States Parties make "widely known and to disseminate the Covenant and the present Protocol and to facilitate access to information about the views and recommendations of the Committee, in particular, on matters involving that State Party, and to do so in accessible formats for persons with disabilities" (article 16 CESCR-OP). 
In conclusion, we make the following general recommendations on implementing human rights education and training obligations:
1. Persons with disabilities must fully be taken into account in all initiatives in the field of lifelong human rights education.

2. Human rights education and training programmes must actively reach out and consult, include and ensure active involvement of persons with disabilities and their representative organizations, in all phases of human rights education and training programmes, from planning to implementation and evaluation. 

3. States Parties should implement the relevant provisions contained throughout the CRPD constituting obligations on human rights education and training.

Thank you for your attention.
Annex -  Other relevant instruments

· In addition to the relevant provisions in the CRPD mentioned above, the right to human rights education can be found in treaties expressing the State obligations to provide human rights education and training, such as CAT article 10 (1),
 and CERD article 7,
 and in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which requires everyone to strive through teaching and education to promote respect for the rights and freedoms it articulates.

· The Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families contains the right of individuals or groups to receive and impart information and knowledge about human rights.
.

· Most of the core human rights treaties also contain provisions constituting general State obligations with regard to education and dissemination of information about the rights contained in those instruments.
 
· The Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights declared human rights education itself a human right at the Day of General Discussion on human rights education and public information activities (5 November 1994).
Notes: ��/ The UN declaration on the rights of persons with disabilities (1975) recognised the right of persons with disabilities, their families and communities to know and be fully informed about the rights of persons with disabilities. See paragraph 13, Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Persons, GA resolution 3447 (XXX), 9 December 1974, which provided: "Disabled persons, their families and communities shall be fully informed, by all appropriate means, of the rights contained in this Declaration." The Standard Rules of 1994 also emphasized the importance of awareness raising, placing awareness-raising as "Rule 1" at the outset of the Standard Rules, and in the first section on "Preconditions for Equal Participation". It indicated that States needed "to take action to raise awareness in society about persons with disabilities, their rights, their needs, their potential and their contribution." Awareness-raising thus already included the concept of raising awareness on the rights of persons with disabilities. Awareness-raising of human rights is synonymous with human rights education. Necessary actions listed in the rule included: presenting information to persons with disabilities in accessible form, initiating and supporting information campaigns concerning persons with disabilities and disability policies, conveying the message that persons with disabilities are citizens with the same rights and obligations as others, ensuring that public education programmes reflect in all their aspects the principle of full participation and equality, and, most significantly for the right to human rights education, initiating and promoting programmes aimed at raising the level of awareness of persons with disabilities concerning their rights and potential. It also emphasized the need for awareness raising in education of children with disabilities and rehabilitation programmes, stressing the need also for organizations of persons with disabilities to assist one another in awareness raising through their activities.


�/ Article 15 (2) CRPD.


�/ Article 16 (1) CRPD.


�/ Article 21 CRPD.


�/ "Each State Party shall ensure that education and information regarding the prohibition against torture are fully included in the training of law enforcement personnel, civil or military, medical personnel, public officials and other persons who may be involved in the custody, interrogation or treatment of any individual subjected to any form of arrest, detention or imprisonment".


�/ "States Parties shall undertake to adopt immediate and effective measures, particularly in the fields of teaching, education, culture and information, with a view to combating prejudices which lead to racial discrimination and to promoting understanding, tolerance and friendship among nations and racial or ethnical groups, as well as to propagating the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, and this Convention."


�/ "Whereas Member States have pledged themselves to achieve, in co-operation with the United Nations, the promotion of universal respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms, ... Now, therefore, the General Assembly Proclaims this Universal Declaration of Human Rights as the common standard of achievement for all peoples and all nations, to the end that every individual and every organ of society, keeping this Declaration constantly in mind, shall strive by teaching and education to promote respect for these rights and freedoms and by progressive measures, national and international, to secure their universal and effective recognition and observance both among the peoples of Member States themselves and among the peoples of territories under their jurisdiction. ... Article 26. ... 2. Education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It shall promote understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations, racial or religious groups, and shall further the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace."


�/ Article 33 of the Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families provides: "1. Migrant workers and members of their families shall have the right to be informed by the State of origin, the State of employment or the State of transit as the case may be concerning: (a) Their rights arising out of the present Convention; (b) The conditions of their admission, their rights and obligations under the law and practice of the State concerned and such other matters as will enable them to comply with administrative or other formalities in that State". 


�/ See OHCHR, The Right to Human Rights Education, A compilation of provisions of international and regional instruments dealing with human rights education, United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education (1995-2004), No. 3 (1999), available at �HYPERLINK "../../../../../../../../../../../../../Documents and Settings/stromel/Configuración local/Archivos temporales de Internet/www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/RightHTReducation.pdf"��www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/RightHReducationen.pdf� (PDF only). For relevant instrument provisions, see: article 26 UDHR; article 13 CESCR; articles 5 and 7 CERD; articles 2 and 10 CAT; article 10 (c) CEDAW; articles 4, 17, 19, 29 and 42 CRC; CMW article 65; and, article 23 CED. See also Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, UN World Conference on Human Rights (1993), which has a section on human rights education (Part II, D).Some relevant regional instruments references include article 25 of the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights; Resolution on Human and Peoples'  Rights Education (AHG/198 (XXX)-Annex X, adopted by the African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights, 14th Ordinary Session, Addis Ababa, 1-10 December 1993); article 13 of the Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; articles 14 and 42 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union; resolution (78)41 on the Teaching of Human Rights of the Council of Europe; articles 6,  7 and 9 of the Charter on Education for Democratic Citizenship and Human Rights Education of the Council of Europe; and, Principle VII of the Helsinki Final Act.  See also: paragraphs 1-2 of the General Recommendation V of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination at its Fifteenth session, 1977; paragraphs 1-3 of General Recommendation XIII on the training of law enforcement officials in the protection of human rights (adopted by CERD at its forty-second session, 1993);  paragraph 49 of General Comment 13 of CESCR; and General Recommendation 3 of CEDAW (sixth session, 1987).





