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On behalf of the International Disability Alliance, I would like to start by congratulating the Committee on your election results with the renewal of all members that ran for re-election, permitting you to continue in the important work which you have initiated, and the election of six new members, significantly increasing the capacity of the Committee and adding to its high calibre of expertise.

In the past few weeks, Senegal, Moldova, Armenia and Nigeria were the latest States to become Parties to the CRPD, bringing the number of ratifications to 94.  States are continuing to recognise the importance of the CRPD as an essential step in ensuring that persons with disabilities enjoy human rights on an equal basis with others.

This fourth session marks the beginning of the Committee’s substantive work of reviewing state reports.  The Committee will be compiling the List of Issues for Tunisia. IDA would like to express its disappointment concerning the Committee’s decision not to hold a dialogue with Tunisian DPOs and NGOs, nor with IDA, prior to commencing the work of drafting the List of Issues.  This sets a significantly negative precedent which not only departs from the established practices of all other UN treaty bodies where exchanges with NGOs on the ground are a regularly scheduled and valued feature for Committee members to obtain information on the actual enjoyment of human rights and the challenges faced by civil society in exercising these rights, but the rejection of such an exchange also departs from the very principles of the CRPD itself. It would be an extreme and regretful paradox that the monitoring and implementation of this Convention, which was drafted with the unprecedented involvement of DPOs should now go ahead without their input and guidance.  It is hoped that this is an exceptional departure and that in future, the CRPD Committee will continue to rely on and consult with DPOs to effectively fulfil their mandate.  

In particular, IDA would propose that the CRPD Committee follow the best practice of treaty bodies by holding a private session with DPOs and NGOs to feed into the compilation and adoption of the List of Issues.  In combination with this, at the opening of a session, the Committee could invite DPOs and NGOs to a morning or afternoon devoted to consultation with them on the states to be reviewed during the same session.  

To fill the gap in this current session, IDA will be hosting a side-event tomorrow at lunchtime here in Room VII, to which all Committee members are invited to attend for a private civil society briefing on the Tunisian report.   IDA will present its analysis of the report and proposals for the List of Issues which have been made available to you through the Secretariat.  Other DPOs, NGOs, national human rights institutions and UN entities can also attend and present their views, and there will be ample time for all Committee members to ask questions and engage in dialogue.
IDA also encourages UNICEF, UNDP, WHO, the ILO, the new UN WOMEN and other UN agencies to take an active part in the dialogue and share with the Committee information collected from the perspective of their particular mandates. Their participation at the outset of the Committee’s review will encourage the use of the CRPD standards throughout the UN and be a strong message of the unified commitment to protect and promote the human rights of people with disabilities.  

As you know, IDA is the network of global and regional organizations of persons with disabilities (DPOs) promoting the effective implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  IDA currently comprises nine global and four regional DPOs, with two other regional DPOs having observer status.  

We have been multiplying our efforts to enhance awareness of disability issues across all UN treaty bodies, and now have a full-time member of the IDA secretariat focusing on this.  The objective is to mainstream disability, in line with the CRPD, into the work of the other treaty bodies through submissions on the List of Issues and Concluding Observations.  Through these exercises, which benefit from the work of IDA’s DPO leaders, we are raising awareness of the CRPD before the experts of other Committees.  Their mandates also cover the rights of persons with disabilities, be it children or women with disabilities, the civil and political rights of persons with disabilities, economic, social and cultural rights, and certainly the right not to be subjected to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, or torture.

Therefore in November, when the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights will be holding a Day of General Discussion on sexual and reproductive health rights, IDA will be sending a submission on the subject and IDA Chair, Diane Richler, will be taking part in this important debate to highlight the pressing need to ensure that reproductive health services, particularly contraception, sterilisation, and abortion must not be forcibly or coercively imposed (which could amount to torture or ill-treatment), and that women with disabilities must not be restricted in their sexual freedom.  IDA would also encourage the CRPD Committee to contribute to this discussion and to contribute to the important work of mainstreaming disability rights throughout the work of the other treaty bodies.  In particular, we would like to bring to the Committee’s attention the urgent need to revise certain General Comments emitted in the past by the treaty bodies which are not consistent with the principles and provisions of the CRPD.  IDA will be making an analysis of these General Comments and will make this available to the Committee and others.  

IDA has also been multiplying efforts to raise the voices of national DPOs at the international level.  We are working with national DPOs to build their capacity to participate in the CRPD monitoring process; and encouraging national DPO participation in the sessions, both pre-sessions on the List of Issues and on the state review sessions.  IDA can play many roles both through its Secretariat and through its international and regional members.  These roles include that of a facilitator to enhance the direct involvement of national DPOs in the work of the Committee, and at the same time to inform the understanding of DPOs on the CRPD in order to ensure consistency of interpretation and the preservation of the important standards achieved in the CRPD.
IDA seeks to assist and enable the Committee in carrying out its mandate by ensuring that it has direct access to information coming from the very beneficiaries of the CRPD.  In order to fulfill this role, we would ask the Committee to make public information on schedules for states coming under review including clear deadlines for submissions and registration for participation at both the pre-sessional working group and at DPO and NGO briefings prior to state review (which we hope will be established), and with sufficient advance notice so that DPOs wishing to take part can plan their work appropriately.

We also ask the Committee to express to us, IDA, how we can be of greater value and assistance to you, and look forward to continuous dialogue on the subject as the bulk of the Committee’s work gets underway.

We wish you a successful session. Thank you.

