Questionnaire to Candidates for the CRPD Committee of Experts

September 2010 elections

The International Disability Alliance CRPD Forum, a global network of DPOs and allied NGOs, is actively monitoring the nomination and election process for the Committee of Experts, to promote a transparent, fair and consultative process.

In keeping with the spirit of the motto throughout the negotiations, “Nothing about us without us”, the IDA CRPD Forum kindly requests all candidates for the Committee of Experts to complete the following questionnaire. The aim of this questionnaire is to gain a better understanding of the knowledge, experience and views of candidates regarding the human rights of persons with disabilities, and to encourage States Parties to consider this information in the election process. 

We would appreciate your response in English. However, we will try to accommodate responses received in other languages. 

We intend to post responses to the questionnaires on the IDA CRPD Forum website (http://www.internationaldisabilityalliance.org), as a reference to those interested in learning more about the candidates.

We kindly ask you to reply to this questionnaire by August 15th  2010. The questionnaire can be returned to the IDA CRPD Forum Secretariat by email stromel@fundaciononce.es
Name: Damjan Tatic________________________________________________
Nationality: Serbian ____________________________________________
General
1. Why do you want to serve on the Committee of Experts on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities?
I had the privilege and pleasure to be the representative of Serbia (and Montenegro) in the Working group of Ad Hoc Committee that drafted the Convention in January 2004 and have subsequently been my country’s delegate to Ad Hoc Committee at its’ 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th session. Working on an international treaty such as Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities is a fulfillment of a dream for each legal expert and disability rights activist. During the work of the Ad Hoc Committee I had the privilege of having an in-depth, inside look at all complex faccettes of such an intricate international treaty. Such knowledge could be very useful when serving at the Committee, one can help in implementing the Convention the way it had been meant to be implemented in practice. 
2. What do you think will be the biggest challenges facing you as an expert on the Committee?
One of the challenges will be the scope of the reports state parties will submit and the shadow reports of various NGO’s and DPO’s. Disability is a cross- cutting phenomenon and the reports will be coming from all over the world, reflecting various cultures, socio- economic environments, legal systems. It will be challenging yet feasible to evaluate each segment accordingly and put it to use for an effective monitoring and follow- up of Convention’s implementation. Bearing in mind the fact that in many countries hardly have any data on persons with disabilities it will be challenging to evaluate situation in practice in each country accordingly. Most states will be able to report on legal framework but it remains to be seen how much data will be available in the report on de facto situation in each country in practice of implementation of Convention. 
Furthermore, bearing in mind the developmental dimension of equalization of opportunities and the provisions of article 4 on progressive realization, it will be challenging to evaluate fairly if a country is really using to the maximum extent its’ available resources for e.g. removal of architectural barriers or development of support services that will enable persons with disabilities to live independently in their respective communities, or for realization of various economic, social and cultural rights. However, all these challenges stimulate one even more to want to become a member of the Committee and participate in an exciting journey of transforming daily realities and improving quality of life for persons with disabilities worldwide. 
Expertise and Experience

3. How would you describe your competencies and qualifications to serve on the Committee?
On educational level, I have a Master’s degree in International Public Law at Belgrade University and a Ph D in Political Sciences at Belgrade University (dissertation paper was on human rights of persons with disabilities). 
I have been disability activist in Serbian DPO’s since 1993 and since 2001 I had been involved at regional cooperation on rights of persons with disabilities in Western Balkans and Europe. I had been nominated by Serbian DPO’s as expert to the working groups that drafted Serbia’s Law on Prevention of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities, Law on Professional Rehabilitation and Employment of Persons with Disabilities, National Disability Strategy. 
I had the privilege and pleasure to be the representative of Serbia (and Montenegro) in the Working group of Ad Hoc Committee that drafted the Convention in January 2004 and have subsequently been my country’s delegate to Ad Hoc Committee at its’ 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th session. Ad Hoc Committee’s Bureau honored me when they selected me to be facilitator of the informal negotiations on draft article of Convention on accessibility, a task I carried out at Committee’s 6th session. 
I have been selected as rapporteur by Council of Europe at its’ conferences on Council of Europe’s Disability Action Plan and CRPD in 2007 and 2008. 
I have been researcher and trainer for Handicap International, cooperated on national disability reports on Serbia with European Disability Forum, IDRM and CIR. I had been consultant for UNDP, ILO and UNICEF country offices in Serbia.   

4. In which areas of the CRPD do you feel you have the strongest understanding or expertise? Please describe.
Prevention of discrimination against persons with disabilities: I had been drafting Serbia’s Law on Prevention of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities and its’ General Anti- discrimination Law, lobbied successfully for adoption of amendments that strengthened text in Parliament and have been lecturing and training disability and human rights activists on that law across Serbia since 2006.
Accessibility: I had the pleasure and honor of being nominated by Ad Hoc Committee Bureau to facilitate informal negotiations on draft article on accessibility in 2005. In Serbia I organized 5 annual conferences on accessibility and drafted amendments to Law on Construction and Planning that were adopted
Employment: I had been member of the working group that drafted Serbia’s Law on Professional Rehabilitation and Employment of Persons with Disabilities and had been ILO consultant on employment of persons with disabilities in Serbia in 2005 and 2009-2010.

Independent living and personal assistant service for persons with physical impairments: I am a founding member of Center for Independent Living of Serbia and user of personal assistant service since mid- 1990s.

5. Do you have lived experience as a person with a disability or as a family member or close associate of any person(s) with disabilities?  If so, please describe aspects of this experience relevant to the work of the Committee.

I have been born as a person with disability, spinal muscular atrophy. I have been living with disability all my life. I am a wheelchair user since the age of 9. 
I have been member of Muscular Dystrophy Association of Yugoslavia since my teens, I became actively involved as coordinator of its’ Youth group and delegate to European Alliance of Neuromuscular Conditions EAMDA since 1993. I had been Secretary of EAMDA Youth Organization EYO 1997-1999. I am one of the founding members of Center for Independent Living of Serbia in 1996. Since 2001 I had been cooperating with Handicap International. 
Since 2000 and development of Serbia’s disability movement I had been 1 of its’ leading activist, cooperating at various actions aimed at enhancing the situation of persons with disabilities of most national DPO’s of Serbia. I had been nominated by Serbia’s disability movement to various working groups drafting legislation and strategic documents- Law on Prevention of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities, Law on Professional Rehabilitation and Employment of Persons with Disabilities, National Disability Strategy. I am currently member of the working group that is drafting Law on Use of Serbian Sign Language. 
From 2005 until 2007 I had been cooperating with European Disability Forum on national disability projects funded within the framework of CARDS 1 and 2. I had the pleasure of being the researcher and rapporteur on Serbia for IDRM and CIR.
6. How would you describe your experience in fields relevant to the work of the Committee, such as human rights, sociology, political science, policy, law, research or technical applications? 

I had chosen law and human rights to be my fields of academic excellence. I have a legal degree, a Master’s degree in International Public Law and Ph D in Political Sciences (dissertation paper on human rights of persons with disabilities), all obtained at Belgrade University. I had published over 25 essays, studies and scientific papers in Serbia and internationally. 
I had been rapporteur for National Disability Report of Serbia prepared with EDF in 2007 and National Report on Serbia for International Disability Rights Monitor IDRM the report of Europe in 2006. 
I had been lecturing on various disability issues in Serbia and as guest lecturer at conferences, symposia, seminars, workshops and trainings in Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Finland, Latvia, Hungary, Malta, Poland and the US since 1999. I had lectured to students and post- degree students of Belgrade University, Faculty of Law and Faculty of Special Education and Rehabilitation.

I had been researcher and trainer for International Labor Organization ILO and rapporteur for Council of Europe on disability – related issues.

I had the privilege of drafting the most significant legislation and strategic documents on persons with disabilities in Serbia- Law on Prevention of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities, Law on Professional Rehabilitation and Employment of Persons with Disabilities, National Disability Strategy and participating in the drafting and creation of Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
7. Have you served on the staff or board of directors, or as a volunteer worker, active committee member, etc. of disabled persons’ organizations or organizations working in the field of disability? Have you been involved with advocating for the rights of persons with disabilities in other ways? If so, please give concrete examples of activities, responsibilities, challenges, successes and lessons learned. 
From 1993 until 2003 I had been Muscular Dystrophy Association of Yugoslavia’s delegate at European Alliance of Neuromuscular Conditions Associations’ EAMDA. From 1993 until 1999 I had been Muscular Dystrophy Association of Yugoslavia’s delegate at EAMDA Youth Organization EYO. From 1994 until 1999 I had been coordinator of Muscular Dystrophy Association of Yugoslavia Youth Group. From 1997 until 1999 I had been EYO Secretary. 
I am 1 of the founding member of Center for Independent Living of Persons with Disabilities of Serbia CIL Serbia in 1996, have been CIL Serbia’s Secretary General from 1996 until 2007. I am currently CIL Serbia’s Board member. 
Since 2007 I am coordinator of National Union of DPO of Serbia NOOIS’ working group for legislation.
I had been nominated by Serbia’s disability movement to various working groups drafting legislation and strategic documents- Law on Prevention of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities, Law on Professional Rehabilitation and Employment of Persons with Disabilities, National Disability Strategy. I am currently member of the working group that is drafting Law on Use of Serbian Sign Language.  
In the working group that successfully drafted Law on Prevention of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities I had been in charge of defining draft articles on definitions, measures for equalization of opportunities and fines. I also participated in the final editing of complete text of draft law. After Government of Serbia submitted draft of the Law to the Parliament I had been lobbying MP’ s to support amendments prescribing for fines, shifting of burden of proof to defendant in anti- discrimination civil trials and procedure that would allow DPO to submit complaints on behalf of its’ members.

I had been chairman of DPO working group that drafted comments and amendments to draft National Disability Strategy provided by Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs. 

Most above- mentioned amendments were eventually adopted.

I had the privilege and pleasure to be the representative of Serbia (and Montenegro) in the Working group of Ad Hoc Committee that drafted the Convention in January 2004 and have subsequently been my country’s delegate to Ad Hoc Committee at its’ 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th session. Ad Hoc Committee’s Bureau honored me when they selected me to be facilitator of the informal negotiations on draft article of Convention on accessibility, a task I carried out at Committee’s 6th session.
From 2006 until 2010 I had the privilege of working as UNDP CO Serbia’s consultant and advisor for disability inclusion. In that capacity I had the opportunity to influence an international agency to put the letter of CRPD into practice. As UNDP put me at the disposal of Serbia’s Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs’ Department for Persons with Disabilities I had a chance to help in harmonizing Serbia’s legislation with the provisions of CRPD.

As coordinator of National umbrella organization- National Union of DPO of Serbia NOOIS I continuously work on advocating for adoption of various legislative provisions that would serve the full and equal participation of persons with disabilities in Serbia’s society. On behalf of NOOIS I had drafted total of 23 amendments to Serbia’s Law on Public Procurement, Law on Construction and Planning, Law on Professional Rehabilitation and Employment of Persons with Disabilities, Law on Safety on Public Roads, Law on Basis of System of Education, Law on Social Housing and general Law on Prohibition of Discrimination. The above- mentioned amendments were delivered to MP who is a disability activist and subsequently formally submitted amendments. Out of 23 amendments, 12 were adopted and became part of the mentioned laws. I am currently drafting amendments to proposals of Law on Social Security, Law on Disability and Retirement Insurance and Law on Lottery. 
8. One of the criteria which is especially important for the IDA CRPD Forum is “Independence from government or governmental influence, and independence from disability-related industries or influence from such industries.” How would your describe your relationship with your government?  Do you have any governmental position or position with any disability-related industry, or financial ties to any government or disability-related industry?  Please describe. 

Since 2001 Government of Serbia started to develop a partner relationship with country’s disability movement. Various ministries begun to invite DPO’ s to nominate members to various working groups that drafted different legislation and strategic documents and policies. Government of Serbia formed Council for Disability Affairs to serve as national multi-departmental coordinating body consisting of representatives of various ministries and DPO’ s. In 2004 Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs set up Department for Persons with Disabilities.
In 2003 Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in accordance with UN recommendation, invited Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs to nominate a person with disability who is a disability expert for human rights to participate in Serbia and Montenegro’s delegation to Ad Hoc Committee. After consultations with Serbia’s DPO’ s Ministry selected me to be the disability expert and I had the pleasure and honor of participating in the work of Ad Hoc Committee.

In November 2006 assistant minister in charge of Department for Persons with Disabilities offered me to become a full- time employed civil servant in capacity of legal expert of Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs. I respectfully declined that offer in order to maintain my independence, got a part- time consultancy job at UNDP CO Serbia and continued to be elected to Department’s various working groups drafting legislation as Serbia’s disability movement expert. I have continued to consult disability movement during my work in the above- mentioned working groups, working professionally and making it possible for the voice of persons with disabilities to be heard by the government. With colleagues in Department for Persons with Disabilities I developed a relationship of mutual respect and independence. My voice is clearly heard, my arguments are respected and colleagues in disability movement and in the ministries regard me as authentic spokesman for persons with disabilities in Serbia. Often I managed to persuade colleagues from various ministries to accept proposals from disability movement I put forth and to incorporate them into draft laws. In cases when government did not fully appreciate the disability movement’s proposals I worked on formulating amendments to the laws and presented them to MP’ s directly. I was particularly successful with amendments to proposal of Law on Prevention of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities. 
As coordinator of National umbrella organization- National Union of DPO of Serbia NOOIS I continuously work on advocating for adoption of various legislative provisions that would serve the full and equal participation of persons with disabilities in Serbia’s society. On behalf of NOOIS I had drafted total of 23 amendments to Serbia’s Law on Public Procurement, Law on Construction and Planning, Law on Professional Rehabilitation and Employment of Persons with Disabilities, Law on Safety on Public Roads, Law on Basis of System of Education, Law on Social Housing and general Law on Prohibition of Discrimination. The above- mentioned amendments were delivered to MP who is a disability activist and subsequently formally submitted amendments. Out of 23 amendments, 12 were adopted and became part of the mentioned laws.
As a person with disability and a wheelchair user I am a consumer of various goods and products of disability- related industry, e.g. over the past 2 decades I have purchased 3 wheelchairs from Serbian companies that build and distribute orthopedic aids. I am also using services of adapted wheelchair accessible van service in Belgrade. I pay for all above- mentioned services, either directly or through my medical insurance (accessible public transport is subsidized for all wheelchair users by local authorities in Belgrade) and my relationship to disability- related industries is one of a consumer of their goods and services.

9. Please provide us with a list of your writings and opinions relevant to the work of the Committee, and enclose up to three examples.
I have published over 25 essays, writings and scientific papers related to disability however most of them are in Serbian or local languages of the Western Balkans. I am enclosing the text of recent power point presentation on Serbia’s of Law on Prevention of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities submitted to International Colloquium on Disability held at University of Galway April 2010. Two other most extensive writings relevant to the CRPD are my national disability report of Serbia which can be found at CIL Serbia’s web site http://www.cilsrbija.org and my national report of Serbia for International Disability Rights Monitor report of Europe which can be found at IDRM web site.

Substantive Work and Methods of the Committee
10. What do you think will be the major challenges in implementing the CRPD? Which issues in the CPRD do you feel will require particular attention in implementation? 
One of the major challenges will be the fact that many state parties still have not appropriated the necessary resources for the effective implementation of CRPD. E.g. during the presentation of proposal of law on ratification of CRPD in Serbia’s Parliament representatives of the ministries claimed that there is no need for additional budgetary allocations for the implementation of that law. Representatives of disability movement present at the session, as well as UNDP disability advisor, warned them that equalization of opportunities costs and that state will have to allocate some budgetary resources in order to implement CRPD in good faith.
Achieving accessibility, removing barriers and developing support services that will enable persons with disabilities to live independently (articles 9 and 19 of CRPD) will be serious challenges that will require systematic effort and adequate resources. Yet effective implementation of the 2 above- mentioned articles, linked with articles 20 and 21, will create conditions for full participation of persons with disabilities and effective enjoyment of various other rights recognized in CRPD. 
Article 12 will probably remain one of the most controversial articles for implementation bearing in mind various legal systems, socio- economic environments and cultural backgrounds.

11. The social model approach to disability recognizes the role of society in creating and maintaining barriers to the full and equal enjoyment of human rights by persons with disabilities. Please describe one area where application of the social model would, in your view, make a significant change in how society relates to persons with disabilities.
Article 24 on education is one of articles that offer a good framework for a paradigm shift, implementation of social model approach to disability that would enable development of inclusive educational systems. In turn, inclusive education will provide basis that would enable persons with disabilities, both children and the adults, to participate fully in their respective societies and empower them to enjoy effectively various other rights enshrined in the CRPD. 
12. In the negotiations toward the Convention, NGOs, particularly disabled persons’ organizations (DPOs), have had an important participatory role in the process. How do you envision the interaction of civil society with the Committee?
Civil society, in particular DPO’ s, will play instrumental role in creation of various shadow reports on implementation of CRPD and submit them to the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, just as NGO’ s did with the other human rights instruments. Such reports will certainly help the Committee immensely in seeing a picture from a particular country more clearly and realistically and will enable the Committee to formulate quality questions and comments and recommendations to the governments of various state parties. Civil society can also point out to the Committee the unfortunate cases of violations of rights from CRPD, submit the individual complaints to the Committee (with the authorization of the person whose right had been violated). NGO’ s and DPO’ s in particular can signal to the Committee the necessity for formulating the general comments about particular Convention articles, offer comments and feedback, participate at the thematic meetings organized by the Committee.  

13. Members of the Committee of Experts are expected to participate in meetings held in Geneva, Switzerland for about 10 weeks per year.  How will you combine your current work with the time required to serve on the Committee?
I am currently working as a part- time free- lance consultant of various UN agencies and as expert on different projects of Serbian DPO. As such, I have a flexible timetable and will be able to organize my work in a way that will enable me to attend all the Committee meetings in Geneva and elsewhere. If state parties select me to the Committee, work on it will be my absolute priority for the following 4 years.
14.  Is there any other information that you would like to share with us, relevant to the work of the Committee?

I would like to take the opportunity to wish IDA lost of success in their efforts for full and effective implementation of the Convention in all state parties in a manner that will make a concrete difference in daily lives of persons with disabilities in various countries. I am looking forward to the future cooperation and am at your disposal for any additional questions or comments.

Many thanks for answering this questionnaire.

