Questionnaire to Candidates for the CRPD Committee of Experts

September 2010 elections

The International Disability Alliance CRPD Forum, a global network of DPOs and allied NGOs, is actively monitoring the nomination and election process for the Committee of Experts, to promote a transparent, fair and consultative process.

In keeping with the spirit of the motto throughout the negotiations, “Nothing about us without us”, the IDA CRPD Forum kindly requests all candidates for the Committee of Experts to complete the following questionnaire. The aim of this questionnaire is to gain a better understanding of the knowledge, experience and views of candidates regarding the human rights of persons with disabilities, and to encourage States Parties to consider this information in the election process. 

We would appreciate your response in English. However, we will try to accommodate responses received in other languages. 

We intend to post responses to the questionnaires on the IDA CRPD Forum website (http://www.internationaldisabilityalliance.org), as a reference to those interested in learning more about the candidates.

We kindly ask you to reply to this questionnaire by August 15th  2010. The questionnaire can be returned to the IDA CRPD Forum Secretariat by email stromel@fundaciononce.es
Name: ________________________________________________
Nationality: ____________________________________________
General
1. Why do you want to serve on the Committee of Experts on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities?
2. What do you think will be the biggest challenges facing you as an expert on the Committee?
Expertise and Experience

3. How would you describe your competencies and qualifications to serve on the Committee?
4. In which areas of the CRPD do you feel you have the strongest understanding or expertise? Please describe.
5. Do you have lived experience as a person with a disability or as a family member or close associate of any person(s) with disabilities?  If so, please describe aspects of this experience relevant to the work of the Committee.

6. How would you describe your experience in fields relevant to the work of the Committee, such as human rights, sociology, political science, policy, law, research or technical applications?

7. Have you served on the staff or board of directors, or as a volunteer worker, active committee member, etc. of disabled persons’ organizations or organizations working in the field of disability? Have you been involved with advocating for the rights of persons with disabilities in other ways? If so, please give concrete examples of activities, responsibilities, challenges, successes and lessons learned. 
8. One of the criteria which is especially important for the IDA CRPD Forum is “Independence from government or governmental influence, and independence from disability-related industries or influence from such industries.” How would your describe your relationship with your government?  Do you have any governmental position or position with any disability-related industry, or financial ties to any government or disability-related industry?  Please describe. 

9. Please provide us with a list of your writings and opinions relevant to the work of the Committee, and enclose up to three examples.
Substantive Work and Methods of the Committee
10. What do you think will be the major challenges in implementing the CRPD? Which issues in the CPRD do you feel will require particular attention in implementation? 
11. The social model approach to disability recognizes the role of society in creating and maintaining barriers to the full and equal enjoyment of human rights by persons with disabilities. Please describe one area where application of the social model would, in your view, make a significant change in how society relates to persons with disabilities.
12. In the negotiations toward the Convention, NGOs, particularly disabled persons’ organizations (DPOs), have had an important participatory role in the process. How do you envision the interaction of civil society with the Committee?
13. Members of the Committee of Experts are expected to participate in meetings held in Geneva, Switzerland for about 10 weeks per year.  How will you combine your current work with the time required to serve on the Committee?
14.  Is there any other information that you would like to share with us, relevant to the work of the Committee?

Many thanks for answering this questionnaire.

