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Australia

Party to both the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and its Optional Protocol (OP).

National report - A/HRC/WGT.6/10/AUS/1

II. Background and framework
C. Institutions

1. Australian Human Rights Commission

22. The AHRC is a collegiate body made up of a President and five Commissioners. The Commissioner offices are: Human Rights Commissioner; Disability Discrimination Commissioner; Race Discrimination Commissioner; Sex Discrimination Commissioner; and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Justice Commissioner. The Sex Discrimination Commissioner is currently also responsible for age discrimination issues. However, the Government introduced legislation in September 2010 to establish a standalone Age Discrimination Commissioner.
24. The AHRC’s functions include public education and human rights awareness and the power to inquire into and conciliate individual complaints made in relation to a person’s race, sex, disability or age. It also has broader policy and promotional functions, including: advising the Australian Government on human rights questions; examining the potential domestic impact of draft treaties; reviewing existing and proposed legislation to ensure compliance with human rights principles; and conducting research into human rights issues.
III. Promotion and protection of human rights

B. Equality and non-discrimination

48. Australian society has long valued equality of opportunity, mutual respect, tolerance and fairness. Everyone should be able to participate in the Australian community free from discrimination or harassment on grounds including their race, sex, disability and age. Australia recognises that intersecting forms of discrimination can have a compounding effect. A range of legislative, policy and program measures have been put in place to protect and promote equality and non-discrimination in Australia.
49. Commonwealth anti-discrimination legislation is primarily located in four Acts. ...The Disability Discrimination Act 1992 makes it unlawful to discriminate against persons with disabilities. ...
3. Persons with disabilities

77. Persons with disabilities are highly valued members of Australian communities and workplaces and make a positive contribution to Australian society. However, persons with disabilities face a range of challenges in enjoying their rights on an equal basis with others. Australia is in the process of developing a comprehensive policy framework that aims to bring about change in all mainstream services and programs so that persons with disabilities have the same opportunities as other Australians.

78. The Disability Discrimination Act 1992 prohibits discrimination on the ground of a

person’s disability in many areas of public life, as described at paragraph 49.

79. One recent development in this area is the tabling in Parliament of the Disability (Access to Premises — Buildings) Standards 2010 in March 2010. The Premises Standards provide minimum national standards for accessibility requirements to ensure dignified access to, and use of, buildings for persons with disabilities.
80. The Australian Government, together with State, Territory and Local Governments, has developed a draft National Disability Strategy to provide a national framework to drive future reforms in mainstream systems and the disability services system in order to improve outcomes for persons with disabilities, their families and carers. The draft Strategy has been developed in consultation with the Australian community, disability organisations and peak bodies, carer organisations, employers, and industry experts. The Strategy will be an important mechanism in ensuring that the principles underpinning the CRPD are integrated into policies and programs affecting persons with disabilities, their families and carers.

81. Informal carers provide support and assistance to persons with disabilities so that they can live at home and remain connected with their communities. The Australian Government will place the needs of carers at the centre of government policy through the development of a National Carer Recognition Framework including Commonwealth carer recognition legislation and a national carer strategy.

82. In 2008, the Australian aid program produced a disability-inclusive strategy called Development for All: Towards a Disability Inclusive Australian Aid Program 2009-14. The strategy guides Australia’s aid program towards development that includes, and deliberately focuses on, persons with disabilities in developing countries and ensures that such persons benefit equally from international co-operation. The strategy is based on the CRPD and contributes to meeting Australia’s obligations under Article 32 and commitments in our domestic Human Rights Framework to engage with the international community to improve the protection and promotion of human rights within our region and around the world.

83. The Australian Government nominated Professor Ron McCallum, a leading Australian law academic, to serve as an independent expert on the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. In 2008 Professor McCallum was elected to the Committee for a 2-year term and appointed as Chair in 2010. Recently, Professor McCallum was reelected to the Committee for a 4-year term.

2. Combating violence

103. Violence against women is unacceptable and causes significant personal, social and economic costs for all in the Australian community.15 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women report higher levels of physical violence during their lifetime than non-Aboriginal and non-Torres Strait Islander Australian women, and are much more likely to experience sexual violence and to sustain injury. Research suggests that women with a disability are more likely to experience partner or sexual violence, more severely and over a longer period of time, than women without a disability.

G. Right to social security

124. Australia has developed a comprehensive system of social security to assist those in need. Social security payments and other benefits are currently made available under a range of Commonwealth legislation.19 Under this legislation, Centrelink, an Australian Government statutory agency, provides a range of government payments and services to Australians, including retirees, the unemployed, families, carers, parents, persons with disabilities, students, and Indigenous people.

V. Key national priorities

A. Domestic implementation of human rights
• Access to Premises Standards: finalise the Disability (Access to Premises —Buildings) Standards 2010 which are due to commence in May 2011.

Compilation of UN information - A/HRC/WG.6/10/AUS/2

Treaties to which Australia is a Party:

The CRPD [3]

3 Declaration:

“Australia recognizes that persons with disability enjoy legal capacity on an equal basis with others in all aspects of life. Australia declares its understanding that the Convention allows for fully supported or substituted decision-making arrangements, which provide for decisions to be made on behalf of a person, only where such arrangements are necessary, as a last resort and subject to safeguards; Australia recognizes that every person with disability has a right to respect for his or her physical and mental integrity on an equal basis with others. Australia further declares its understanding that the Convention allows for compulsory assistance or treatment of persons, including measures taken for the treatment of mental disability, where such treatment is necessary, as a last resort and subject to safeguards; Australia recognizes the rights of persons with disability to liberty of movement, to freedom to choose their residence and to a nationality, on an equal basis with others. Australia further declares its understanding that the Convention does not create a right for a person to enter or remain in a country of which he or she is not a national, nor impact on Australia’s health requirements for non-nationals seeking to enter or remain in Australia, where these requirements are based on legitimate, objective and reasonable criteria.”

B. Implementation of international human rights obligations taking into account applicable international humanitarian law

1. Equality and non-discrimination
19. Referring to certain vulnerable groups of women, including indigenous women, women with disabilities, migrant women, women from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds and women from remote and rural communities, CEDAW expressed concern that Australia did not favour the adoption of temporary special measures in the form of compulsory targets and quotas to address the underrepresentation of women in decisionmaking bodies, in political and public life and the persistent inequality of their access to education, employment and health.67 CEDAW reiterated its recommendation that Australia fully utilize the Sex Discrimination Act and consider the adoption of temporary special measures.68 Additionally, CEDAW welcomed the Senate review on the effectiveness of the Sex Discrimination Act 1984 and urged Australia to re-table a Parliamentary bill which would take account of the 2008 Senate report.69

2. Right to life, liberty and security of the person

22. HR Committee expressed concern at reports: of excessive use of force by law enforcement officials against groups, such as indigenous people, racial minorities, persons with disabilities, as well as young people; and regretted that the investigations of allegations of police misconduct were carried out by the police itself. It also expressed concern about the excessive use of TASERs by police forces.74

23. One or more human rights mechanisms expressed concern about: overcrowding in prisons, particularly in Western Australia;75 the harsh regime imposed on detainees in “super-maximum” prisons;76 the disproportionate incarceration rates77 and persistent problems leading to deaths in custody of a considerable number of indigenous Australians over the years;78 substandard conditions in many prisons;79 and the overrepresentation of children with mental illness and/or intellectual disabilities in the juvenile justice system.80

24. While welcoming steps taken, treaty bodies noted that unacceptably high levels of violence against women persisted.82 CEDAW noted that sexual harassment continued to be a serious problem in the workplace,83 and recommended that Australia address the violence and abuse experienced by women with disabilities living in institutions or supported accommodation, and provide, inter alia, shelters for migrant women.84 CEDAW recommended that Australia adopt national legislation and the National Action Plan to Reduce Violence against Women and their Children, including a mechanism for independent monitoring; and take appropriate measures to criminalize, prosecute and punish perpetrators of acts of domestic violence.85 ...

4. Right to privacy, marriage and family life

30. CRC and CEDAW made recommendations to address their concern that nontherapeutic sterilizations of women and girls with disabilities continued in some states of Australia.104

6. Right to work and to just and favourable conditions of work

34. CESCR recommended that special programmes and measures be designed to address the significant barriers to the enjoyment of the right to work faced by indigenous people, asylum-seekers, migrants and people with disabilities, including to protect them from exploitation.110

10. Migrants, refugees and asylum-seekers

47. CESCR expressed concern about negative immigration decisions based on disability and health conditions and their particular impact on the families of asylum seekers.142
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I. Background and framework

B. Constitutional and legislative framework

7. JS1 noted that there was a lack of integration of children’s rights in Australian law and recommended the enactment of stronger legislative protections for groups such as disabled children.21
D. Policy measures

13. AHRC recommended that the Government agree to incorporate into the National Action Plan (NAP) on Human Rights all of the recommendations that it would accept through the Universal Periodic Review process; and ensure that the NAP was a forward looking document with clear indicators, benchmarks, timeframes and processes for monitoring.32 It recommended that the National Disability Strategy be integrated with the NAP on Human Rights, and include benchmarks, timelines and monitoring processes.33

II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B. Implementation of international human rights obligations

1. Equality and non-discrimination
21. AHRC noted that people with disability and their families did not enjoy all human rights in Australia. There were particular concerns regarding adequacy of care for people with mental health, availability of supported accommodation for adults with disabilities and support for disability carers.50 JS1 recommended that Australia should close all residential care institutions that congregate, segregate and isolate people with disability.51

2. Right to life, liberty and security of the person
28. AHRC stated that women in Australia continued to experience high levels of sexual harassment and physical and sexual violence.63 JS1 noted that violence against women remained a major issue, particularly for Aboriginal women and women with disabilities.64 AI noted that the Government was drafting a National Plan of Action to Reduce Violence against Women and their Children and believed the plan should address violence against women as a societal problem rooted ultimately in gender-based discrimination.65 JS1 and AHRC recommended that the Government ensure adequate and sustainable funding and independent monitoring of the national plan; and improved access to legal services for women, as well as further reform of family law to better protect the safety of women and children.66

29. JS1 stated that disadvantage and abuse was not consistently monitored or addressed. For example, Aboriginal children and children with disability continued to experience high levels of abuse, neglect and exploitation.67 JS3 recommended that the Government implement a holistic approach to child protection incorporating a public health and prevention model to reduce the over–representation of Aboriginal and Torres Islander children in the system and address the underlying causes of child abuse and neglect; and adhere to the Indigenous Child Placement Principles at all levels of government and provide clarification of the definitions for compliance.68

30. AHRC called for increased attention to the prevalence of violence, bullying and harassment, particularly in relation to children, the elderly, people with disability, Indigenous peoples, people from culturally and linguistically diverse communities, people who were gay, lesbian or bisexual, and people who were intersex and sex and/or gender diverse.69

3. Administration of justice and the rule of law
34. JS1 recommended the development of a comprehensive national framework to address the over-representation of children and adults with disability in the criminal justice system.78

4. Right to privacy, marriage and family life

39. JS1 recommended that Australia enact national legislation prohibiting the use of non-therapeutic sterilisation of children, regardless of whether they have a disability, and of adults with disability in the absence of their fully informed and free consent.87

5. Freedom of religion or belief, expression, association and peaceful assembly and right to participate in public and political life

41. JS1 recommended that Australia should systematically improve voting procedures to ensure that all people with disability were able to exercise their right to vote freely and independently.91

10. Migrants, refuges and asylum-seekers

60. AI stated that Australia’s migration laws permitted discrimination on the basis of disability by providing for strict health criteria in order to meet the visa requirements.117 JS1 recommended that Australia amend the Migration Act to ensure the application of the

Disability Discrimination Act.118

III. Achievements, best practices, challenges and constraints

68. AHRC commended the development of a National Disability Strategy.138

Stakeholder reports:

AI - Amnesty International 

JS1 - Joint Submission 1
Working Group Report
I. Summary of the proceedings of the review process

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review
16. China commended Australia’s positive efforts for protecting and promoting human rights and welcomed the measures adopted to protect the rights of indigenous peoples, women, children and the disabled. China asked for further information on the implementation of the Human Rights Framework. It asked about the specific measures adopted to protect indigenous peoples, foreign immigrants and ethnic minorities from discrimination and against systematic racism in the media and internet.

46. The Republic of Moldova welcomed Australia commitment to ratify OP-CAT. It noted positively the decision of the Government to ensure that all procedures, including those relating to terrorism, are in accordance with its international obligations in terms of fair trial. It welcomed the Government commitment to draw up a general framework introducing measures to ensure equality of rights for persons with disabilities. Moldova made recommendations.

47. Austria commended the Government’s historical apology to advance the rights of Indigenous people and the steps taken to redress the disadvantage of Aboriginal and Torres Straits Islanders and their over-representation in prison. Austria asked about the effectiveness of measures taken and how it intends to tackle the issues of reported excessive use of force by law enforcement officials including against indigenous peoples and persons with disabilities. Austria made recommendations.

69. The delegation described the priorities for the Australian Government’s social inclusion agenda, which prioritises supporting children at greatest risk of long term disadvantage, helping jobless families with children, focusing on locations of greatest disadvantage, assisting in the employment of people with a disability or mental illness, addressing the incidence of homelessness and closing the gap for Indigenous Australians.

71. The delegation addressed questions and recommendations about the rights of persons with disabilities in Australia. Australia’s first report under the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities emphasizes that persons with disabilities are highly valued members of Australian communities and workplaces and make a positive contribution to Australian society. In addition to anti-discrimination legislation at the federal, State and Territory levels, the delegation described the draft National Disability Strategy, which has been developed to address the barriers that are faced by Australians with disability and promote social inclusion. The Strategy focuses on broad policy objectives, including rights protection, justice and legislation; inclusive and accessible communities; economic security; personal and community support; learning and skills; and health and well-being.

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations

86. The following recommendations will be examined by Australia which will provide responses in due time, but no later than the 17th session of the Human Rights Council in June 2011:

86.39. Comply with the recommendations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child and the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women concerning the sterilization of women and girls with disabilities (Denmark); Enact national legislation prohibiting the use of non-therapeutic sterilisation of children, regardless of whether they have a disability, and of adults with disability without their informed and free consent (United Kingdom); Repeal all legal provisions allowing sterilization of persons with disabilities without their consent and for non-therapeutic reasons (Belgium); Abolish non-therapeutic sterilization of women and girls with disabilities (Germany);

86.40. Continue its laudable measures to address the plight of persons with disabilities, in particular through pursuance of the draft National Disability Strategy, and share its experience in this regard (Botswana);

86.41. Complete as soon as possible a general framework of measures to ensure equality of chances for people with disabilities (Republic of Moldova);

86.46. Strengthen the federal legislation to combat discrimination and ensure an effective implementation with a view to a better protection of the rights of vulnerable persons, in particular children, persons in detention and persons with disabilities (Morocco); 

86.72-82: [Address violence against women / all victims of violence] (U.S., Iran, Switzerland, Russian Federation, Azerbaijan, Canada, Switzerland, Norway, Mexico, Philippines, Hungary)

86.143. Continue the consultation with civil society in a follow-up to its UPR (Poland);

III. Voluntary pledges and commitments

88. The delegation took the opportunity to announce a number of new commitments from the Australian Government, including funding for the Office for the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the Asia Pacific Forum, the establishment of a full-time Race Discrimination Commissioner at the Australian Human Rights Commission, a commitment to tabling in Parliament concluding observations from treaty bodies and UPR recommendations, and instituting a systematic process for review of Australia's reservations to human rights treaties. 
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Austria

Party to both the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and its Optional Protocol (OP).

National report - A/HRC/WG.6/10/AUT/1

II. Legal and institutional framework

B. International obligations

13. As a state party Austria has implemented the majority of human rights conventions:

... the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities including its Optional Protocol ...
C. Human rights institutions
23. Other human rights monitoring bodies are the Equal Treatment Commissions18 and the Office of the Ombudsperson for Equal Treatment19, the Data Protection Commission20, the Representatives for Legal Protection21, the Ombudsperson for Children and Youth22, the Justice Ombudsman Services23, the Patients’ Advocacies24 and the Committee for Monitoring the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

III. Protection and promotion of human rights in Austria
C. Fight against discrimination, xenophobia, racism and intolerance
47. The Federal Equal Treatment Act41 which is applicable in the private sector and the Federal Equal Treatment Act for Civil Servants and Employees42 contain law provisions on the protection against discrimination at work on grounds of gender, ethnic origin, religion or belief, age and sexual orientation. Outside the working environment, protection against discrimination on grounds of ethnic affiliation is guaranteed in the field of social protection, including social security and health-care services, concerning social benefits, education and access to and supply with goods and services available to the public, including housing. Persons with disabilities are protected by a comprehensive anti-discrimination act. The provinces have adopted their own equal treatment and anti-discrimination acts within their spheres of competence, part of which exceed the scope of anti-discrimination protection guaranteed at federal level.

G. Children’s rights

82. Austria has ratified the CRC76 and its Additional Protocols77. In order to strengthen the rights of children, essential children’s rights laid down in the Convention shall be incorporated into the constitution. A Government draft has been submitted to parliament for discussion. This draft defines the wellbeing of children as central benchmark for all actions and provides for the right to adequate participation in all matters relating to children. The right to a non-violent upbringing and the right to protection from economic and sexual exploitation have been included. The right to regular personal relationships and direct contact with both parents and the entitlement to special protection and assistance of the state in case the child is removed from his/her family environment are contained as well as the equal treatment of children with and without disabilities and the special care for children with disabilities. Enshrining children’s rights in the constitution shall also serve the purpose of building awareness. Education about children’s rights is supported by special information78 for certain vocational groups, parents and children.

K. Rights of persons with disabilities

110. On the basis of the equality principle,94 the federal, provincial and municipal governments must guarantee equal treatment of persons with and without disabilities in all areas of daily life. The government programme foresees an evaluation and development of laws on the equality of persons with disabilities. An evaluation and a potential expansion of personal assistance for persons with disabilities will be carried out.

111. In 2008, Austria ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD).95 In October 2010, the first state report on the national  implementation of the Convention was submitted to the UN. On the basis of this report and the Government’s report on persons with disabilities of 2008 – a “National Action Plan for Persons with Disabilities 2011–2020” will be prepared.

112. In implementing the CRPD, the Federal Act on Persons with Disabilities96 was amended and an independant monitoring body established. It gathers information from administrative bodies concerning individual cases, gives recommendations and reports regularly to the Federal Disability Advisory Board97 and the Minister for Social Affairs.

113. The protection of persons with disabilities against discrimination is governed by the Package on Equal Treatment of Persons with Disabilities, which entered into force on 1 January 200698 and is in compliance with the CRPD. The Disability Equality Package provides for a prohibition of discrimination in everyday life, which covers access to and supply with goods and services available to the public as well as the area of the federal administration (Federal Act on the Equal Treatment of Disabled Persons99). The provinces have issued anti-discrimination laws for their own spheres of competence. The Austrian sign language is an officially recognised language pursuant to the Federal Constitutional Law100.

114. The prohibition of discrimination at work is enshrined in the Act on the Employment of Persons with Disabilities101. The basis for this act was the EU Directive establishing a general framework for equal treatment in employment102. An independent Ombudsperson for Persons with Disabilities is entrusted with counselling and supporting persons with disabilities in discrimination matters. Persons with disabilities have equal access to all measures that are available for all job seekers. An employment quota for persons with disabilities103 shall ensure their integration in the labour market. Companies who do not employ persons with disabilities must pay compensation into a fund. This fund together with resources from the federal budget and the European Social Fund, with approximately EUR 180 million are used to finance contributions to labour costs, workplace equipment and adjustments, integration assistance, support during occupational training, career counselling after school, personal assistance at work and other.

115. The integration of children with disabilities at primary and secondary schools was provided by law in 1993 and 1996. At the parents’ request, children in need of special educational support may either attend a special needs school or be taught in a regular school. Integrative education is organised either in integration classes104 or individually. For several years, more than half of all children in need of special educational support have been receiving integrative education. Special statutory provisions were enacted in order to guarantee continuous assistance for students with disabilities in the upper secondary schools105. Integrative vocational training is realised by extending the apprenticeship by one year or, in exceptional cases, by two years and/or in the form of partial qualification for a skilled trade with one to three years of training. An amendment of the Vocational Training Act106 provides for a reduction of the regular daily and weekly working hours for apprentices with disabilities. Universities students with disabilities are supported in all fields of their studies by Disabled Students’ Officers107.

116. The University of Education Lower Austria108 offers a five-semester training course for teachers of deaf children, several other teacher-training colleges offer courses in Austrian sign language. A Ministerial guideline for teaching in Austrian sign language and sound accompanying and supporting signs is being prepared on the basis of the curriculum. A bilingual data base for schools will be established within 2 years (2010–2011).

117. NGOs call for a comprehensive barrier-free access in all fields of life and the implementation of the principle of self-determination for persons with disabilities.

IV. National priorities

E. International commitment
141. The Austrian development cooperation supports partner countries in Africa, Asia, Central America, and South-Eastern Europe in their sustainable social, economic, rule of law and democratic development and is focused on the millennium development goals. The  promotion and protection of human rights is not only a priority but an all-embracing interest of the Austrian development cooperation; particular focus is put on the support of the interests of children, women, persons with disabilities and other groups affected by discrimination. This approach is reflected in specific programmes and projects within the framework of bilateral cooperation and the support of institutions including, e.g. OHCHR, UNDP, UNODC, UNHCR, UNICEF and UNIFEM.

Compilation of UN information - no references
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II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground
B. Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into account applicable international humanitarian law

1. Equality and non-discrimination
22. JS 2 stated that equality for women and equal opportunities for migrants, refugees, minorities, particularly Roma, children, persons with disabilities and LGBT are not fulfilled. JS 2 also stated that there are indications that structural racism is prevalent in administrative practice, and it is manifest in the police force.30

2. Right to life, liberty and security of the person
33. JS 2 noted that persons with disabilities, particularly women and girls with disabilities, and especially those with intellectual impairments, are frequently victims of (also sexual) violence. This is also due to the stereotype of being “a-sexual”, which prevents persons with disabilities from receiving adequate sex education and is compounded by living arrangements in e.g. institutions, which abet violence structurally.44

5. Freedom of expression and right to participate in public and political life

38. JS 2 noted that there is an alarming degree of hate speech. Targets are particularly foreigners, migrants, asylum seekers and minorities (Carinthian Slovenes). The application – and especially non-application – of the provision against hate speech, which does not include religion and belief, age, sex, sexual orientation or disability, is a cause of concern. JS 2 therefore recommended more effective application of the provisions on hate speech.50

7. Right to social security and to an adequate standard of living

42. Austrian National Council of Persons with Disabilities (ANCPD) stated that the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) was ratified in 2008 but that no monitoring bodies exist in the individual Federal States of Austria as stipulated in Article 33, Para. 2 CRPD, nor is there an independent agency to monitor institutions for persons with disabilities as enshrined in Article 16, Para. 3 CRPD.54 ANCPD recommended the establishment of a National Human Rights Institution in line with the Paris Principles.55 Independent Living Austria (ILA) recommended the development of an action plan for the implementation of CRPD and the introduction of mandatory standards for the representation of persons with disabilities in the media.56

43. ANCPD noted that Austria does not have a national policy to establish

comprehensive accessibility, and that numerous barriers exist which prevent persons with disabilities from equal and independent participation in many areas of life. ANCPD stated that the Federal Act on Equalization of Persons with Disabilities (BGStG) was established in 2006 to monitor the prohibition of discrimination against persons with disabilities in all areas at the federal level. However, measures to create accessible opportunities in the provinces exist only in very few cases. Due to the long period of transition before the Act has to be implemented (until 2015), steps to eliminate physical barriers are taken based on the economic interests and discretion of businesses.57 ANCPD recommended that58 obligations for physical accessibility be considered in plans for construction of housing and city and regional development plans. The topic of ‘universal design’ has to be obligatory in the curricula of technical professional and vocational training.
44. Austrian Association of the Deaf (AD) stated that a large group of deaf and hearing impaired people have only a slim chance to live a satisfactory working life due to deficiencies in the educational system. Unemployment among deaf and hearing impaired people is far higher than among other people and their promotion prospects are generally quite low. Deaf and hearing impaired people are severely discriminated in education (compulsory and further education). AD noted that most relevant laws and regulations for studies and work require the skills "speech and vocal performance" (German language), "physical" fitness, "mental" and "sanitary" applicability from the affected candidates. The word "language" means spoken languages only. Sign language(s) are not considered as an admission criterion. AD recommended that the government introduce the right to use Austrian Sign Language as a language of education and teaching deaf people at all stages of the education system.59

11. Right to development

53. Global Responsibility – Austrian Platform for Development and Humanitarian Aid (GR) noted that Austrian Development Cooperation shows a number of shortcomings in realizing the right to development and Austria’s international commitment towards the international development agenda. GR stated that structural shortcomings in Austrian Development Cooperation predominantly affect already marginalised people like women, persons with disabilities and persons living with HIV/AIDS. Humanitarian aid remains chronically underfinanced. GR noted that direct overseas development aid continues to be below 0.25 per cent of the GNP.76

__
Stakeholder reports:

AD - Austrian Association of the Deaf
ANCPD - Austrian National Council of Persons with Disabilities
ILA - Independent Living Austria
JS2 - Joint Submission 2 - Austrian NGO Platform on Human Rights
Working Group Report
I. Summary of the proceedings of the review process

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

52. Austria supported equal participation in society and independent living of persons with disabilities. Austria was among the first states to sign and ratify the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol. An independent monitoring mechanism was established in the Federal Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Consumer Protection. High labour law standards in Austria, special measures to enhance integration in the labour market and the promotion of inclusive education further helped the empowerment of persons with disabilities.

77. Trinidad and Tobago noted the inclusion of human rights education in the curricula of Austrian schools as well as the introduction of mandatory human rights training for police officers, judges and public prosecutors. It also commended Austria’s efforts to protect persons with disabilities. It stated that a great deal of work was still needed to remove the unequal treatment of women at work. Trinidad and Tobago noted Austria’s efforts to fight against racism and xenophobia. It made recommendations.

80. China commended Austria for the progress made in areas such as gender equality, the rights of people with disabilities and counteracting human trafficking. It noted Austria’s efforts to protect the rights of minorities and migrants. China requested information on measures taken to protect the rights to work and health of migrants and on steps taken towards eliminating racial discrimination and ensuring equal treatment of minorities. China made a recommendation.

87. Uganda noted with satisfaction the commendable achievements of Austria. It inquired about the participation of persons with disabilities and their representatives in legal and policy making and asked when and how the National Action Plan that was announced in the summer of 2010 will be elaborated. Uganda made recommendations.

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations

92. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue/listed below enjoy the support of Austria;

92.35. Continue measures for adoption of the “National Action Plan for Persons with Disabilities” (Azerbaijan);

93.33. Bring ODA up to the internationally committed 0.7 per cent of GDP, especially to support developing countries in the areas of poverty reduction, gender equality, children, persons with disabilities and climate challenges (Bangladesh);
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Estonia

Signed (2007) but has not ratified the CRPD.

National report - A/HRC/WG.6/10/EST/1

III. Implementation of human rights

C. Discrimination, racism xenophobia
56. The provisions of the Constitution are supplemented by the Gender Equality Act and the Equal Treatment Act. The Equal Treatment Act entered into force in 2009 and guarantees the protection of persons against discrimination on the basis of nationality (ethnic origin), race, colour, religion or other beliefs, age, disability or sexual orientation. The Act establishes the principle of equal treatment, tasks in implementing and promoting it and in resolving discrimination disputes. In addition, the prohibition of discrimination is also established in some special Acts, for example the Employment Contracts Act.

F. Rights of children
84. § 10 of the Child Protection Act importantly establishes the principle of nondiscrimination. Children have an equal right to receive assistance and care and to develop, regardless of their gender or ethnic origin, regardless of whether they live in a two-parent family or single-parent family, whether they are adopted or under curatorship, whether they are born in wedlock or out of wedlock, or whether they are healthy, ill or disabled. The child also has the right to participate in the development of child protection programmes either personally or through a representative selected by the child. The principle of taking the child’s opinion into consideration and the principle of involvement are reflected in § 11 and § 16 of the Child Protection Act. At the same time, child protection activists in Estonia, the Institute of Human Rights and the Chancellor of Justice have pointed to the need to modernise the Child Protection Act. Therefore, the Ministry of Social Affairs has started analysing the Child Protection Act and drawing up the concept for the new Act.
I. Persons with disabilities and elderly persons

122. Under the Constitution, persons with disabilities are under the special care of the state and local authorities.

123. People with disabilities are united under the Estonian Chamber of Disabled People which is an umbrella organisation of associations of people with disabilities. The Chamber has 46 member organisations. It was founded in 1993 and its membership has grown constantly.

124. The aim of the Chamber is to fight social exclusion and discrimination in guaranteeing the constitutional rights (health, education, employment). To achieve this, activities are carried out supporting the independence of people with disabilities, their social, economic and employment-related inclusion and participation in society.

125. Important issues concerning people with disabilities are discussed in the cooperation council which was convened in 2003. Participating in the work of the council are representatives from the Ministry of Social Affairs and the organisation of people with disabilities. The task is to ascertain the necessary services, priorities and the extent of funding through dialogue and cooperation. All the draft legislation is also submitted for approval to the Chamber of Disabled People.

126. In order to avoid exploitation and harassment of people with disabilities and violence against them, regular measures are taken to raise the awareness among different target groups and representatives of different spheres of life. Special attention is given to informing people with disabilities about their rights through distributing information and improving access to training and documents.

127. The Human Rights Committee in its recommendations to Estonia in 2010 pointed to the need to ensure the rights of persons with mental disability in judicial proceedings. The Government pays serious attention to these recommendations. The Riigikogu is debating a draft Act initiated by the Government to amend the Code of Criminal Procedure and other relating Acts. The amendments also contain several changes to ensure better protection of fundamental rights. Inter alia, in drawing up the draft, recommendations of the Chancellor of Justice for the protection of rights of individuals within proceedings for the application of coercive psychiatric treatment have been taken into account.

128. Estonia is also preparing to accede to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

...
J. The pension system, family allowances and labour market measures

132. Estonia has acceded to the European Social Charter and every year the Ministry of Social Affairs submits a report on fulfilling the obligations under the Charter. Social security covers different areas: pension, health insurance, unemployment insurance, funeral benefit, benefits to people with disabilities and support to victims of crime.

K. Education
147. All children with disabilities and children in need of special assistance have the right to acquire education corresponding to their abilities. Therefore, the new Basic Schools and Upper Secondary Schools Act pays more attention to ensuring education suitable for children with special educational needs, for example through drawing up an individual curriculum and providing various support services.

Compilation of UN information - A/HRC/WG.6/10/EST/2

II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B. Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into account applicable international humanitarian law

3. Administration of justice, including impunity, and the rule of law
40. The HR Committee was concerned that mentally disabled persons or their legal guardians were often denied the right to be informed about criminal proceedings and charges against them, the right to a fair hearing and the right to adequate and effective legal assistance. The Committee was further concerned by the fact that experts appointed to assess a patient’s need for continued coercive treatment worked in the same hospital as the one in which the patient was held.77

8. Right to education
59. CRC noted with concern that the implementation of the Education Act did not sufficiently envisage the inclusion of disabled children and that negative societal attitudes towards inclusion persisted.104
Summary of stakeholders' information - A/HRC/WG.6/10/EST/3

II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

Implementation of international human rights obligations

1. Equality and non-discrimination
19. CoE-ECRI noted that Roma children continued to be placed in specialised schools for disabled children when they were not disabled.26 CoE-ECRI urged Estonia to remove Roma children who are not disabled from special schools and reintegrate them into mainstream schools.27

2. Right to life, liberty and security of the person
24. JS1 reported that persons with disabilities who were deprived of their liberty in prison faced major obstacles accessing healthcare. They were deprived of their right to access to rehabilitation services, despite the fact that this right was guaranteed under the national legislation. JS1 further noted that healthcare and rehabilitation services were provided by private institutions and the state only provided regulations on how this must be organised. Hence, persons in state care, such as prisoners, could not access to rehabilitation services. JS1 stressed that the failure to provide adequate medical assistance to these detainees was a violation of the obligation to treat detainees with humanity and respect for the inherent dignity of the human person (article 10 of ICCPR)33 CoE-Commissioner also noted that access to certain rehabilitation services, especially for long-term inhabitants of closed institutions, was problematic.34 JS1 recommended that the government take measures to ensure that people with disabilities who are detained are not subjected to discrimination on the basis of their disabilities and to ensure that prisoners with disabilities have adequate access to healthcare, including treatment, rehabilitation and therapy services in accordance with their needs.35
3. Administration of justice, including impunity, and the rule of law

32. JS1 reported that although a lawyer paid by the state was usually appointed to defend a person who had committed a crime while in a state of mental incompetence; it was common for the lawyer not to personally meet the client. According to JS1, they often failed in fulfilling their professional duty with due diligence. JS1 recommended that the government take measures to provide effective legal representation to persons with mental disabilities in civil and criminal proceedings and establish a system of monitoring to ensure that legal representatives meet with and represent the rights and interests of their clients.53

4. Freedom expression and right to participate in public and political life

38. JS1 noted that the legislation stipulated that if an adult was restricted in their legal capacity and a guardian was appointed to manage the person’s affairs, then the adult lost his/her right to vote.63 These restrictions on the right to vote were based exclusively on the legal capacity status of a person and did not take account of their actual capacity to make decisions on political matters. JS1 stated that the restrictions led to a clearly discriminatory situation in which restrictions imposed on a person’s political rights had no other justification than that person’s mental disability. JS1 reminded that the right to take part in public affairs should not be removed from people with disabilities and people with disabilities should be encouraged to be politically active so as to advocate for their rights. It recommended that Estonia abolish the denial of the rights to vote for persons deprived of their legal capacity.64
6. Right to social security and to an adequate standard of living

41. CoE-ECSR stated that the amount of social assistance granted to a person in need was inadequate. It further noted that the unemployment benefit, the national pension and the minimum old age and disability pensions were manifestly inadequate.67 CoECommissioner

noted information that the disability benefit had not been increased since 2001 and remained low.68
7. Right to education
46. CoE-Commissioner noted that children with special needs had the right to study in a mainstream school in the area where they live or to attend the nearest school meeting their educational requirements. However, in practice, this right was often not realised for children with disabilities. According to CoE-Commissioner, many mainstream schools did not enrol children with disabilities on the grounds that they could not provide the needed support services. Due to a lack of equipped schools and despite the wish of most parents, children with disabilities could not in many cases attend a mainstream school near to their home and had to be placed in specialised institutions far from their family. CoECommissioner encouraged the Government to further its efforts to facilitate the integration of children with disabilities in mainstream schools as much as possible.80
Stakeholder reports:

JS1 Estonian Patient’s Advocacy Association (EPAA), Tallinn, Estonia and Mental

Disability Advocacy Centre (MDAC), Budapest, Hungary

CoE Council of Europe - European Commission against Racism and Intolerance,
CoE background document - Memorandum to Estonian Government, assessment of progress made in implementing the 2004 recommendations of the Commissioner for Human rights of the Council of Europe (p. 11)
Working Group Report (not on internet yet)

I. Summary of the proceedings of the review process

A. Presentation by the State under review

15. While referring to the recommendations on the establishment of a national human rights institution, the delegation explained that the chancellor of Justice had already fulfilled the role of the national human rights institution in compliance with the Paris principles because: the Chancellor of Justice was not part of the legislative, executive or judicial power; the independence of the Chancellor of Justice was provided for in the Constitution and guaranteed by appointment and dismissal procedure, defined mandate and requirements for the staff and budget; the Chancellor of Justice has a wide range of competences to deal with the issues of fundamental rights. In addition to the functions of the ombudsman, the chancellor also performed the function of supervision over the constitutionality of legislation and was entitled to give his opinion on any draft legislation. The office of the chancellor of Justice also fulfilled the role of national preventive mechanism provided for in the OPCAT.

17. Estonia has started preparations for ratifying several international human rights instruments, including CRPD and UNESCO convention against discrimination in education, CED and OP-CRC-AC.

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

23. Finland asked about measures that Estonia had taken or had been taking to safeguard the implementation of the Equal Treatment Act in order to protect all persons against discrimination on teh basis of nationality, race, colour, religion or other beliefs, age, disability or sexual orientation. Finland also inquired about Estonia's measures, for equal opportunities of Roma children for quality education as well as its intention to prohibit the use of corporal punishment. Finland made recommendations.

29. Slovenia was concerned by the reports that mentally disabled persons or their legal guardians were often denied the right to be informed about criminal proceedings and charges against them. Slovenia also noted that Roma children continued to be placed in specialized schools for disabled children, although they were not disabled. The right to vote was also denied to persons deprived of their legal capacity, and disability pensions/benefits were inadequate and low. Slovenia made recommendations.

30. Canada commended Estonia for its engagement in combating trafficking in human beings and for signing the Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings. It welcomed Estonia's efforts to improve the integration of immigrants and refugees. It noted positively the efforts to prevent family violence through the adoption of the Development Plan for the Reduction of Violence. It also welcomed the fact that Estonia signed the convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and encouraged Estonia to ratify and implement it. Canada made recommendations.

35. The delegation informed that Estonia had started the preparation for the ratification of CRPD.

45. France noted Estonia's intention to accede to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and asked about the possible obstacles to the prompt ratification of this instrument signed by Estonia in 2007. ... France made recommendations.

55. The government supported active participation of persons with disabilities in public life through the provision of relevant services for them. Social welfare programs were in place to assist persons with disabilities to overcome difficulties they faced.

72. In respect to questions raised about the Roma community, the delegation notified that Estonia had a small number of Roma - about 500 persons according to data of the census. However, Estonia acknowledged that Roma faced some problems. Estonia has not had segregated schools and Roma students could be placed in special schools with only the consent of their parents or legal guardians. Some steps were taken to address drop-out among Roma students, including training for teachers and heads of schools on cultural differences.

76. In conclusion, (..).. Estonia planned to put up its candidacy for the Human Rights Council membership in 2012 to continue contributing to the human rights work.

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations

77. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below have been examined by Estonia and enjoy the support of Estonia.

77.1. Speed up efforts to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol (Slovenia);

77.2. Ratify and implement the United Nations Convention on the Rgihts of Persons with Disabilities (United Kingdom of Great Britian and Northern Ireland);

77.3. Ensure speedy ratifiaction of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and take steps to ensure full conformity with the principles of the Convention without delay (Canada);

77.4. Ratify as soon as possible the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (France);

77.5. Ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, in accordance with the commitment formulated in paragraph 128 of its national report (Chile);
77.6. Complete the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and of the Optional Protocol to the Convention of the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict (Ecuador);

77.7. Consider ratifying the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict, an the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Brazil);

77.9. Conclude as soon as possible the process of ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons as well as the ratification of the Optional Protocol of the Convention of the Rights of the Child on the invovlement of children in armed conflict (Spain);

77.10. Ratify the Convention on the Protection of all Persons from Enforced Disappearances; the Optional Protocol of the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict; the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Argentina);

77.13. Review and as necessary revise the Code of Civil Procedure to ensure that persons with disabilities are not deprived of their right to vote on the basis of disability (Canada);[* note - see paragraph 78, below, mentioning that Estonia considers this recommendation already implemented.]
77.15-23. Set up a national human rights institution in compliance with the Paris Principles (Thailand, Ghana, Ecuador, UK, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Czech Republic, Morocco, Malaysia, Spain)

[77.49. Bring an end to segregation of Roma children in the field of education (Denmark)]

77.56. Ensure that prisoners with disabilities have access to health care and rehabilitation on the basis of informed consent (Slovenia);

77.73. Ensure that persons with intellectual and psychosocial disabilities are informed about criminal proceedings and charges against them and enjoy the right to a fair hearing and the right to adequate and effective legal assistance (Slovenia); 

78. Estonia considers that recommendations nos 77.13; 77.43; 77.54; 77.57; 77.60; 77. 74; 77.75 and 77.88 above are already implemented,  ...

79. The following recommendations will be examined by Estonia, which will provide responses in due time, but no later than the 17th session of the Human Rights Council in June 2011.

79.3. Sign and ratify the Optional Protocol of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Optional Protocol of the convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women, the Optional Protocol of the Convention on the Rights of [Persons] with Disabilities and the International Convention on the Protection of all Persons against Enforced Disappearances (Spain)

80. The recommendations below did not enjoy the support of Estonia

80.9. Set up an action plan to combat discrimination, in particular on grounds of language (Sweden);

80.10. Strengthen the Equal Treatment Act to address discrimination based on language and advocate for gender equality, particularly in the labor market (Australia);
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Georgia

Has signed but not ratified both the CRPD and its OP (2009).

National report - A/HRC/WG.6/10/GEO/1

II. Legal and institutional framework

B. Institutional framework
19. Since October 2008, Centre for Disability Rights has been established within the PDO. The Center of Children’s Rights operates from 2001.
III. Promotion and protection of human rights

D. Economic and social rights
74. On 10 July 2009 Georgia signed the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. In September 2008 the Center for Disability Rights was established at the PDO. In 2008, Concept on Social Integration of Persons with Disabilities was adopted by the Parliament of Georgia. The Concept envisages involvement of persons with disabilities in social and economical development, in political and cultural life. In December 2009 the Government of Georgia established Coordination Council for monitoring, coordination and implementation of 2010–2012 State Action Plan on Social Integration of People with Disabilities adopted by the Government. The Plan is in line with the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons and other international documents.
75. The accessibility of education for children with disabilities has been prioritized by the Ministry of Education and Science (MoES) within the framework of the current reform. The MoES aims to ensure step-by step accessibility of inclusive education in all schools throughout Georgia. Schools are being encouraged to create positive background for inclusive education development. MoES closely collaborates with the Norwegian Ministry of Education and Research.
E. Rights of the child
83. For children remaining in childcare institutions the Government has implemented significant reforms through creating new state entity Service Agency for Persons with Disabilities, Elderly and Children Deprived of Parental Care (by Order of the Minister of Labor, Health and Social Affairs N428/N of 25 December, 2009). The Agency has enacted coordinated measures to ensure quality care and improved living conditions for children at state institutions.

88. The MoLHSA plans to tackle existing challenges for improving Child Welfare in Georgia, namely: the coverage and quality of community services (particularly for children with disabilities); the registry and the service provision for street children; child participation in planning and implementation in child welfare activities; coordination and monitoring of the child welfare reform whether of governmental and non-governmental agencies involved in the reforms.
Compilation of UN information - A/HRC/WG.6/10/GEO/2

II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B. Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into account applicable international humanitarian law

1. Equality and non-discrimination
25. UNICEF indicated that there was no comprehensive government policy for children with disabilities. However, the Strategy and Action Plan of Special Needs Education (2009- 11) was built on the Concept of Social Integration of Persons with Disabilities.65 CRC regretted the lack of a comprehensive governmental policy for children with disabilities.66
4. Right to family life and privacy

49. CRC was concerned that a large number of children were placed in institutions due to the lack of adequate services and financial support to families.110 UNICEF indicated that the number of children living in institutions had reduced significantly. Over 90 per cent of children in residential institutions had a surviving parent. The main causes for admission were poverty and disability.111

Summary of stakeholders' information - A/HRC/WG.6/10/GEO/3

I. Background and framework

A. Scope of international obligations

1. Joint Submission 4 (JS4) and Joint Submission (JS5) recommended that the Government ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD).2 Joint Submission 5 (JS5) recommended as well the ratification of its optional protocol.3 ...
3. Joint Submission 1 (JS1) recommended the harmonization of Georgian Legislation with the Convention on the Rights of the Child.6 Similarly, Joint Submission 4 (JS4) stated that Georgian legislation should be amended in accordance with the regulations of CRPD. The definition of “person with disability” should be brought into accordance with international standards.7
D. Policy measures
10. JS4 recommended that the total budget on programs for persons with disabilities be increased.16

II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground Implementation of international human rights obligations
17. JS1 stated that anti-discrimination provisions established in Georgian legislation were not in full accordance with CRC. It cited the Committee on the Rights of the Child’s view that the legislation did not cover all vulnerable groups, such as children with disabilities, minority and internally displaced children.30 JS1 added that for instance, Roma children did not receive general obligatory education and they mostly had to live in poverty.31

18. JS4 recommended that the State should take effective measures to eliminate the discrimination of persons with disabilities by insurance companies.32

8. Right to social security and to an adequate standard of living
62. JS1 recommended that full access to comprehensive health care be provided to all children, including children with disabilities.119 JS1 recommended that the state should support the development of specialized day-care centers.120 JS4 recommended that services to persons with disabilities should not be defined by the degree of the poverty, but by the degree of the disability and the actual necessities.121

63. JS1 noted that although there were some positive changes in recent years, the environment in psychiatric hospitals is non-therapeutic, degrading and intervenient for the recovery of the beneficiary.122 JS4 recommended that the number of therapeutic staff should increase in boarding houses and the risks of sexual violence should be identified and

prevented.123 COE/CPT called for a system of regular visits to psychiatric establishments by independent bodies authorized to talk privately with patients.124

9. Right to education

65. JS4 noted that the infrastructure of educational institutions often is inaccessible for persons with disabilities and that there is a lack of qualified teachers.127 It recommended that inclusive education be expanded across Georgia.128
III. Achievements, best practices, challenges and constraints
92. JS1 noted that many positive changes have been made in terms of updating legislation and bringing it to compliance with CRC and implementing new child car  programs. But it added that vulnerable groups of children in particular, children without parental care, street children and children with disabilities are still exposed to problems such as poverty, lack of social integration, lack of accessibility of health and social services.177
Stakeholder reports:

JS1 Joint Submission 1 
JS4 Joint Submission 4
Working Group Report
I. Summary of the proceedings of the review process

A. Presentation by the State under review
20. Georgia acceded to UN CRC in 1994. In 2004 the Child welfare reform was launched. 2008-2011 The Child Welfare Action Plan covered children with disabilities, minority and IDP children, emphasized fight against poverty and violence among children. Georgia was reforming the child care institution system.
B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review
61. China noted Georgia’s efforts to improve the people’s right to health and to integrate persons with disabilities. It hoped that Georgia will take measures to develop its economy, eliminate poverty and protect the rights of women, children and other vulnerable groups. China made a recommendation.

62. Germany asked whether Georgia was intending to ratify the CRPD and its OP, signed in 2009. It also requested information on how the Government was investigating the attacks on independent media in 2007, as raised by the High Commissioner on Human Rights. Germany made recommendations.

73. Belarus, referring to treaty body conclusions, noted legislation adopted regarding adoption, domestic violence and trafficking, initiatives to reform the judicial system and the implementation of a number of national plans. It indicated also that UNICEF had noted the absence of a comprehensive strategy for disabled children. Belarus made a recommendation.

79. Philippines noted the increase in resources for social welfare and the provision of free healthcare. It commended the establishment of the Action Plan on People with Disabilities and asked when Georgia planned to ratify CRPD. On human trafficking, Philippines asked whether there was a cooperation programme with civil society and other countries. Philippines made recommendations.

II.Conclusions and/or recommendations

105. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue/listed below have been examined by Georgia enjoy the support of country:

105.2. Consider the possibility of becoming a party to the following international instruments: the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography; the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families; the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforcd Disappearance (Argentina);
105.3. Consider ratifying of the International Convention on the Rights of all Migrant Workers and Members of their Families, in accordance with the recommendation of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, as well as the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Algeria);

105.4. Consider ratifying the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Mexico);

105.5. Consider ratifying the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as well as the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict (India);

105.16. Continue efforts in the field of protection of the rights of persons with disabilities (Azerbaijan);

105.17. Continue with its efforts to protect and integrate in the society all persons with disabilities (Ecuador);

105.18. Increase the support to children with disabilities so that they can live in the community and avoid their institutionalization (Canada);
105.19. Increase support to children with disabilities to live in the community to avoid institutionalization (Denmark);
105.20. Strengthen support to children with disabilities (Bangladesh);

105.45. Adopt specific measures to improve effectively the situation of children living in the streets of big cities and children with disabilities (Algeria);
106. The following recommendations will be examined by Georgia which will provide responses in due time, but no later than the 17th session of the Human Rights Council in June 2011. The response of Georgia to these recommendations will be included in the outcome report adopted by the Human Rights Council at its 17th session in June 2011.

106.1. Sign and ratify the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict, as well as intensify its efforts for the prompt ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities CRPD and its Optional Protocol (Spain);

106.4. Ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol, as well as the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families (Kyrgyzstan);

106.5. Ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol (Slovenia);

106.6. Ratify the Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol (Austria);

106.7. Ratify and accede to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (China);

106.8. Speed up the process of national legislation and ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol (Serbia);

106.31. Further efforts to promulgate and implement focused legislation, action-oriented strategies and implementation in accordance with the adopted international standards as regards gender equality and non-discrimination, advancement of persons with disabilities and full-fledged opportunities for ethnic minorities (Serbia); 
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Mozambique

Signed (2007) but has not ratified the CRPD.

National report - A/HRC/WG.6/10/MOZ/1 - no references

Compilation of UN information - A/HRC/WG.6/10/MOZ/2 - No references

Summary of stakeholders' information - A/HRC/WG.6/10/MOZ/3
I. Background and framework

A. Scope of international obligation

1. ECLJ stated that Mozambique has yet to ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhumane or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (OPCAT).2 JS2 stated that Mozambique is not party to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) nor to the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families (ICRMW). The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance were signed but not ratified (CED).3
II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B. Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into account applicable international humanitarian law
1. Equality and non-discrimination
13. JS2 noted that the Constitution provides for the protection of persons with disabilities but highlighted that despite a National Plan for Disability, much remains to be done in the elimination of discrimination against people with disabilities. It recommended that Mozambique consider the creation of an institute for disability and provide for a comprehensive food allowance for people with disabilities, with clear criteria for the selection of beneficiaries.21
48. JS2 stated that there were only two schools for teaching children with disabilities, which were located in the cities of Maputo and Beira.91

Stakeholder reports:
JS2 - Joint Submission 2 
Working Group Report (report not on internet yet)

58. On recommendations to ratify the Convention on [the Rights of] Person[s] with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol, Mozambique clarified that these have just been ratified by the National Assembly and that this decision is in the process of publication prior to the deposit [of] the instrument of ratification.

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations

88. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue/listed below have been examined by Mozambique and enjuoy its support:

88.10. Adopt as soon as possible the National Human Rights Action Plan (Ireland);

88.11. Implement the law on the establishment of a National Human Rights Commission (Russian Federation);

88.12. Conclude consultations on the composition of the National Commission for Human Rights, and make the Commission operational (United Kingdom);

89. The following recommendations enjoy the support of Mozambique which considers that they are already implemented or in the process of implemetnation:

89.1. Consolidate the legal framework for the promotion and protection of human rights by ratifying the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) (Algeria);

89.2. Consider the possibility of signing or acceding to the remaining international human rights treaties, including the CRPD, and domesticate them in its national legislation (Nigeria);

89.3. Sign and ratify the Optional Protocol to the CRPD. Intensify efforts with a view to the prompt ratification of CRPD (Spain);

89.4. Ratify the CRPD (United Kingdom);

89.5. Study the possibility of becoming a party to the following international instruments: CRPD (Argentina);
89.6. Ratify the CRPD (Austria);

89.7. Become a party to the CRPD (Australia);

89.8. Sign or ratify the following international conventions: CRPD (Ecuador);

89.9.-15: [Finalize / make operational the national human rights commission in accordance with Paris Principles] (France, Argentina, Zambia, Hungary, Denmark, Spain)

90. The following recommendations will be examined by Mozambique which will provide responses in due time, but no later than the 17th session of the Human Rights Council in June 2011. The response of Mozambique to these recommendations will be included in the outcome report adopted by the Human Rights Council at its 17th session in June 2011: 

90.11-18: [Consider issuing a standing invitation to all Human Rights Council special procedures mandate holders] (Brazil, Latvia, Portugal, Spain, Ecuador, United Kingdom, Denmark, Hungary)

90.26. Include the expansion of bilingual education (education in mother tongue) during the first years of primary schooling in the next education sector strategy programme (Finland); 
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Has not yet signed the CRPD.

National report - A/HRC/WG.6/10/MMR/1

III. Protection and promotion of human rights

A. Implementation of international human rights obligations

6. The rights of the person with disabilities

67. Section 32(a) of the Constitution stipulates that the Union shall care for mothers and children, orphans, fallen Defence Services personnel, the aged and the disables. Section 18(a) of the Child Law (1993) specifically states that the State shall adopt measures in order that mentally-retarded or physically disabled children have the right to acquire basic education (primary level) at special schools or vocational education, and the right to obtain special care and support from the State and the right to participate with dignity in the society.

68. The Myanmar National Plan of Action for Persons with Disabilities (PWDs) (2010–

2012) has been implemented to fulfill the rights of PWDs. The Plan of Action envisages to carry out awareness raising programmes, to develop policy and techniques, to ensure the PWDs of the right to full social inclusion and the right to shape their own future. In this connection, the Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement is playing a leading role and broadly collaborating with the concerned Ministries, INGOs, NGOs, and other social organizations.

69. In the aftermath of the Cyclone Nargis, an emergency action plan was drawn up for the disabled in the affected areas. Under the action plan, PWDs were provided with the assistive mobility devices, livelihood supports, repair and restoration of houses, physiotherapy treatments, referral to respective hospitals for further treatment, barrier-free environment and training for caregivers for PWDs. A total of 15,000 disabled persons have benefited from the plan of action.

70. The Department of Social Welfare and the Ministry of Education are jointly carrying out activities under the “Education of All” Programme. As per the programme, 801 disabled children are enrolled at Basic Education Schools, 1450 children at 14 Special Schools for the disabled, 31 disabled students at the colleges and universities and 6 disabled persons at post graduate schools respectively.

71. The Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement is the focal Ministry for matters relating to PWDs. The Ministry implements programmes for the disabled such as vocational training, special education techniques, training for daily physical mobility, physiotherapy for the physically handicapped, establishment of income generating enterprises, creation of barrier free environment, capacity building for the disabled to ensure social inclusion and the awareness raising activities. The aforesaid activities are being carried out by the Ministry in 17 schools for the disabled and the 22 Disability Resource Centres and 120 villages located in 15 townships throughout the country in closed cooperation.

72. With regard to job opportunity for PWDs, the Disabled Employment Act was enacted in 1958. Measures for creating job opportunities for PWDs are being taken in accordance with the said Act.

73. To enable PWDs to fully enjoy their rights, concerted efforts are being made in collaboration with government organizations, INGOs, NGOs and disabled organizations in line with UN Standard Rules, Biwako Millennium Framework for Action, Biwako Millennium Framework for Action plus Five and the UN Convention on the Rights of PWDs.

IV. Achievements, best practices, challenges and restrictions

A. Achievements and best practices

125. The Government had constructed 10,117 low cost houses for the Nargis victims. Furthermore, donations were made by the INGOs, international donors, NGOs and local well-wishers. The priority was given to women headed families, old ages headed families and disable headed families. In order to avoid disasters in future, a total of 20 Cyclone Shelters and 17 Hill locks were constructed in Ayeyawady and Yangon Divisions. 8 more Cyclone Shelters are projected to be constructed in the near future.

V. National priorities and initiatives

Undertaking of studying and signing international conventions on

human rights

129. Myanmar is observing the under-mentioned international conventions on human rights:

(a) Conventions on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD);

130. Myanmar will be implementing a National Plan of Action to further promote and protection human rights.

131. Myanmar is striving to transform the present Myanmar Human Rights Body into National Human Rights Commission in accordance with Paris Principles.

132. Myanmar will continue to increase the number of workshops relating on human rights. So as to conduct workshops effectively, Myanmar will cooperate with Human Rights Council and OHCHR. Additionally, Myanmar will cooperate with country specific Special Rapporteurs and Thematic Rapporteurs under Human Rights Council (HRC).

133. In order to conduct future workshops, seminars and training sessions in Myanmar on promoting and protection of Human Rights, Myanmar will seek technical assistance from United Nations agencies, OHCHR and Regional OHCHR.

Compilation of UN information - A/HRC/WG.6/10/MMR/2

II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B. Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into account applicable international humanitarian law

1. Equality and non-discrimination
23. CRC was concerned about discrimination against children with disabilities, children from remote and border areas, children belonging to religious minorities and children with low status citizenship62. It urged Myanmar to ensure that all children are registered at birth without discriminatory conditions, and recommended abolishing the statement on the national identity card of the religion and ethnic origin of citizens, including children63.

8. Right to education

52. The Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar noted that only 43 per cent of children enrolled at school completed five years of primary education.126 UNCT considered that an increase in the education budget was a prerequisite to the establishment of special schools and the integration of children with special needs and disabilities.127
V. Capacity-building and technical assistance

79. CRC recommended that Myanmar seek technical cooperation for the training of professional staff working with and for children with disabilities from, inter alia, UNICEF and WHO166; on violence against children, and on child soldiers, from, inter alia, UNICEF167, and on child labour, from ILO.168 It also recommended that it continue to seek assistance on trafficking, on street children, and on adoptions, from, inter alia, UNICEF169, and on education from UNICEF and UNESCO.170

Summary of stakeholders' information - A/HRC/WG.6/10/MMR/3 - No references
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I. Summary of the proceedings of the review process

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review
49. The Government opened schools for the handicapped and mentally retarded children. Currently, the National Plan of Action for Persons with Disability (2010-2012) has been developed and will have a nationwide focus on persons with disability.

80. The Syrian Arab Republic highlighted Myanmar’s seven-step roadmap towards democratization. It welcomed the 2010 elections and Myanmar’s efforts to promote health, education, protection of children, women’s rights and rights of persons with disabilities. It urged for international community’s support, pointing out obstacles because of the unilateral coercive measures imposed on Myanmar.

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations

104. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue listed below have been examined by Myanmar and enjoy the support of Myanmar:

104.1. Consider becoming party to the remaining core human rights treaties as well (Pakistan);

104.2. Ratify and fully implement, step by step, all universal core human rights treaties (Slovenia);

104.3. Consider acceding to core human rights instruments (Jordan);

104.4. Consider acceding to the remaining international human rights treaties (Ukraine);

104.21. Accelerate the effective implementation of the National Plan 2010-2012 on persons with disabilities including providing them with employment opportunities (Sudan);

106. The following recommendations will be examined by Myanmar, which will provide responses in due course. The responses of Myanmar to these recommendations will be included in the outcome report adopted by the Human Rights Council at its 17th session.

106.1. Accede to the universal human rights core treaties (Brazil);

106.1. Ensure that legislation, policy and practice are in accordance with international human rights norms and standards (Slovenia);

106.3. Ratify the International Covenants, CAT, CRPD, CERD, as well as the Rome Statute of the ICC (Austria);

106.5. Ratify and effectively implement core international human rights treaties, inter alia, the ICCPR, ICESCR, and CAT, and fulfil the obligations under the treaties to which Myanmar is a party by bringing domestic legislation, policies and practices in harmony with the provisions therein (Republic of Korea);

106.9. Make a plan to sign and ratify the core human rights treaties and the Optional Protocols thereto, as well as to abolish the death penalty since the effective moratorium doesn’t seem to discourage lower courts from handing down sentences (Greece);

106.12. Accede to the remaining core human rights treaties and core labour standards it has yet to become party to, and continue to cooperate with international and regional human rights mechanisms in implementing its obligations (Thailand);

106.13. Ratify the remaining core human rights treaties, such as ICCPR, CERD, CAT as well as the Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons and the Convention on Reduction of Statelessness (Hungary);

106.14. Ratify all core human rights conventions, especially ICCPR, ICESCR and CAT (Germany);

106.20. Ratify and effectively implement international human rights treaties, including the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and its Optional Protocols; the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment; and the Optional Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child (Italy); 
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XVIII. Affirmative action programmes and gender equality
79. The following legislation had been passed by parliament to create an enabling environment for gender equality:

• Affirmative Action (Employment) Act No 29 of 1998, the purpose of this law is to achieve equal opportunity in employment in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution. The Act aims to redress the disadvantages arising from past discriminatory laws and practices through appropriate affirmative action plan for three designated groups; such as persons from racially disadvantaged groups, women, and persons with disabilities.

XXVII. Government pension and social security

107. In order to meet the object of reducing inequalities in social welfare, parliament has passed the National Pensions Act No 10 of 1992, which provides for old age and disability grants to old and disabled persons. More than 136 000 old age and 23 000 disable persons are being paid N$500-00 per month and Funeral Benefit of N$ 2000-00 respectively. Namibia is one of the few African countries that pays social grant of this nature to take care of its senior citizens. A maternity benefit of maximum N$9000-00 is paid for employed mothers going on maternity leave for a minimum period of three months. This benefit is paid by Namibia’s Social Security Commission. Benefits are also paid by the Social Security Commission during period of sickness and in the case of death of persons who are

employed.

Compilation of UN information - A/HRC/WG.6/10/NAM/2 - No references 
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III. DE FACTO HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION

A. Compliance or Non-compliance with Human Rights Mechanisms

6. SuR has, in many ways, failed to:

7.8.Submit its initial report under the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CPD), which was due on March 6 2010.

C. Equality and Non-Discrimination

10. Author Hereof is deeply concerned by at fact that, although women make up more than 50 percent of the country’s two (2) million people, they continue unabatedly to be under-represented and or unrepresented in the decision-making processes of SuR. Threats to their right to political security as well as forms of violence and discrimination against women remain pervasive. Author Hereof is deeply deplores SuR’s non-recognition of customary marriages and the deprivation of the rights of women and children with regard to inheritance and land ownership contrary to the stipulations of Articles 3, 23 and 26 of ICCPR as well as about the widespread societal discrimination against, and marginalization, of women, sexual minorities and indigenous peoples as well as against persons with disabilities.
Working Group Report

I. Summary of the proceedings of the review process

A. Presentation by the State under review

11. Namibia adopted policies and laws to strengthen the social protection of vulnerable groups by providing a monthly social grant to war veterans, the elderly, persons with disabilities, orphans and vulnerable children. Special assistance programmes have been put in place to provide free access to health services, housing, employment and other services to previously marginalized communities. The Social Security Commission administers a number of social welfare funds.

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review
80. Spain welcomed Namibia’s signing up to most international human rights instruments. Spain invited Namibia to begin a process of consultation with representatives of civil society and persons with disabilities concerning the application of recommendations in this review. Spain made recommendations.

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations

96. The following recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue/listed below enjoy the support of Namibia:

96.7. Ensure that the national legislation is in line with the obligations of the conventions of the rights of person with disabilities and its optional protocol (Spain); 
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II. Background and institutional framework

C. Normative and institutional framework

3. Constitutional review
29. If at least two thirds of the votes validly cast in the referendum had been in support of the proposed constitutional amendments, all amendments to the Constitution would have come into effect on the day of the next general election, which was 24 April 2010. The amendments to Part II of the Constitution would have made Nauru one of the few countries in the world that provides domestic constitutional protection to a wide range of social and economic rights. It would have been the first Constitution in the world to protect the rights of disabled persons. And Nauru would have been the second country in the region after PNG to provide for constitutional protection of environmental rights.
Figure 4: Proposed new rights provisions to be included in Part II of the Constitution ...

Article 13I Rights of person with disabilities
III. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground9

A. Rights of specific groups

2. Children
54. Nauru has one secondary school, four primary schools, four infant schools, and one centre for persons living with disabilities. All schools are government-owned and run with the exception of two of the primary schools which are run by churches, with the Catholic school being subsidised by the Government. The average student-teacher ratio for early childhood education is 15.5:1, the average for primary school is 23.25:1, and for secondary school the average is 14.55:1.11 It should be noted that the student-teacher ratio for secondary school is skewed by the fact that class sizes are larger in lower years due to greater student population, and that class sizes vary greatly in specialist subjects. The Government is working to improve the quality of education in Nauru, by requiring Nauruan teachers to obtain teaching qualifications which many of them presently lack. In the meantime, Nauru relies in part on expatriate teachers, but is unable to employ enough expatriate teachers to ensure that all classes at all levels are being taught by properly

qualified teachers.

4. People living with disabilities

63. The experience of people living with disabilities in Nauru is a challenging one. This is due primarily to lack of funding for things such as mobility aids, which affects disabled persons’ participation in the community.

64. In 1997, the Able Disable Parents and Friends Association was established. Its objective was to gain government support for the community of people living with disabilities and their families. It gained the support of government and in 2002, the Able Disable Centre was established. This is a centre for educating persons living with disabilities and is funded by the government through the Department of Education. It has six staff and currently has twenty six students, ranging from ages two to twenty-eight. The Centre also receives assistance from volunteers.
65. In 2007, the government issued an assistance allowance for persons living with disabilities. To be eligible for this allowance, certification as to a person’s disability is issued by the Department of Health. In 2008, the Department for Health opened the Rehabilitation Centre, which has a professional physiotherapist.

66. As part of realising the participation of persons living with disabilities within society, government in 2009 began installing mobility ramps in public buildings. Government’s commitment to the predicament of persons living with disability is evident in proposed amendments to the Constitution particularly addressing government obligations and the realisation of rights of people living with disabilities.

Compilation of UN information - A/HRC/WG.6/10/NRU/2 - No references
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I. Background and framework

A. Scope of international obligations

3. Nauru Disabled People’s Association (NDPA) recommended that Nauru ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in order to guide the Government to address the human rights issues of people of Nauru.4

II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground Implementation of international human rights obligations

1. Equality and non-discrimination

9. NDPA called for equal rights of opportunities within the workforce for people with disabilities and the possibility to earn a living without discrimination or prejudice.11

7. Right to social security and to an adequate standard of living

25. NDPA noted that the Government was paying disability pension allowance and indicated the need to clarify the Government selection criteria for receiving such benefit. Further, NDPA noted that the amount of the disability pension was considered to be inadequate.30

26. JS1 expressed concern that people with mental health conditions were denied a standard of health and well being, and that children with mental health conditions were further denied protection or treatment of their mental conditions.31

27. ADC noted that the Aiwo District had the highest rate of lung, respiratory, asthma and tuberculosis, trachoma and other eye disease, skin disease and a history of cancer victims.32

32. NDPA noted that most public buildings and work places in Nauru did not adequately care for people with disabilities by way of ramps and lifts except for a few places. NDPA further noted that acquiring suitable buses/vans specifically for the disabled community and members remained a challenge.38
Stakeholder reports:
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I. Summary of the proceedings of the review process

A. Presentation by the State under review

6. The Constitution of Nauru was the source of the fundamental human rights principles. In 2004, the Government embarked upon a comprehensive review of the Constitution, which involved a very extensive public awareness and consultation campaign. It resulted in two draft laws, which received the unanimous support of the Parliament in 2009. The second of these Bills, upon being passed by Parliament, required to be further endorsed through a referendum. However, in February 2010, voters rejected the proposed amendments, which would have significantly amended Part II of the Constitution, containing the bill of rights provisions. It would have notably protected the rights of disabled persons and environmental rights, prohibited the death penalty, guaranteed children’s rights, recognised the right to receive education and health, and enshrined the right to receive maternity leave and the right to access information.

19. Nauru stated that identified groups, such as senior citizens and persons with disabilities now received financial assistance.
B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review
32. Morocco noted with satisfaction the adoption in 2005 of a National Sustainable Development Strategy, which aimed at reforms in governance and in the political and institutional area, with a view to improving the quality of life. Morocco also took note of legislative measures to strengthen human rights protection, including the adoption of laws on freedom of information and the protection of persons with mental disabilities. Morocco also welcomed the 2009 law on the penitentiary system, which provided for protections for detainees and offered them training opportunities. Morocco further appreciated efforts to strengthen the role of women in society and fight domestic violence. Morocco made recommendations.
37. Nauru was aware of the lack of focal point for children issues. There were many issues such as children and disability issues which were cross-sectoral, as they did not relate to one ministry. Nauru needed a better arrangement in place in this regard.
61. New Zealand took note of Nauru’s delegation suggestions regarding potential improvements to the reporting obligations. Noting that there was no specific law on violence against women, New Zealand commended Nauru for stating in its national report that eliminating violence against women was a national priority. New Zealand enquired about steps being taken towards accession to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and about how Nauru intended to ensure its people’s enjoyment of their human rights, including access to information. New Zealand made recommendations.

69. Israel applauded Nauru’s efforts to initiate a constitutional review process, which sought to further include rights such as the right to privacy and personal autonomy, health services, education, women’s and children’s rights and the rights of persons with disabilities, among other rights, into the Constitution. Israel also noted that despite financial crises, limited financial resources and its vulnerability to the climate change, Nauru has succeeded in maintaining a democratic and tolerant society. Israel made recommendations.

71. On CRPD, the convention was new and was recently discussed in the region. It was one of the Convention that Nauru did not have a problem in supporting and the working group mentioned above will look at this Convention. There was no focal point on disabilities in Nauru but it was a cross-sectoral issue. Nauru was looking at properly addressing the rights to access relevant services by persons with disabilities, as evidence in the most recent project on infrastructure building. Nauru has the ‘Able Disable’ centre which is a school for persons living with disabilities and part of the Education Bill referred to the special needs of people with disabilities in education.

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations

79. The following recommendations will be examined by Nauru which will provide responses in due time, but no later than the 17th session of the Human Rights Council in June 2011:

79.1. Become party to the core human rights instruments (New Zealand);

79.2. Look into the possibility of progressively acceding to/ratifying the major human rights conventions, starting with the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) (Algeria);

79.6. Consider ratifying the following international instruments: the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD); the ICESCR; the ICCPR; the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and its protocol; the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and its protocols; the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT)and its protocol; the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol; and ILO fundamental conventions (Brazil);

79.13. Ratify the two International Covenants as well as CAT, CEDAW, CERD, CRPD and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (CED), with their respective optional protocols, including the two Optional Protocols to CRC (Spain);

79.17. Complete its international commitments by ratifying those instruments which it has already signed, and initiate the process for the signing and subsequent ratification of CED and CRPD (France);

79.18. Sign and ratify the CRPD (Mauritius);

79.30. Look into the possibility of creating a national human rights institution (Algeria);

79.31. Examine the possibility of establishing a national human rights institution (Morocco);

79.32. Consider establishing an independent national human rights institution in accordance with the Paris Principles (Poland);

79.34. Consider opening, with international donor support, a small permanent mission in Geneva, using the facilities provided by the newly-opened Commonwealth Small Island States office (Maldives);

79.54. Strengthen efforts to promote and protect the rights of women, young persons and disabled persons, which are very vulnerable groups in the country (Cuba);

79.88. Strengthen its efforts to protect the rights of all persons to enjoy the highest possible level of physical and mental health, and take concrete measures to strengthen free and effective access to health for children and adults with mental disabilities (Spain);

79.92. Adopt measures to assure to all persons with disabilities access to educational and vocational training programmes, in consultation with these persons and their representatives (Spain); 
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IV. Normative and institutional framework

A. Normative framework
13. Specific laws have been enacted to protect and promote other specific rights, for example, the rights of the child, women’s rights, right against torture and rights of persons with disabilities (PWDs).3

3 These laws include: Libel and Slander Act, 1959; Prisons Act, 1964; Some (Public Offenses and Punishment) Act, 1969; Marriage Registration Act, 1972; Disabled (Protection and Welfare) Act, 1982, Protection and Welfare of Persons with Disability Act, 1983; Nepal Treaties Act, 1990; Labor Act, 1991; Press and Publication Act, 1991; Social Welfare Act, 1992; Act Relating to Children, 1992, Trade Union Act, 1992; State Cases Act, 1992; Civil Service Act, 1993; Torture Related Compensation Act, 1996, Human Rights Commission Act, 1997; Legal Aid Act, 1997; Consumer Protection Act, 1998; Local Self-governance Act, 1999; Child Labor (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1999, Bonded Labor (Prohibition) Act, 200, Nepal Citizenship Act, 2006; Human Trafficking and Transportation (Control) Act, 2007.

B. National institutional framework

5. Government institutions
32. The Ministry of Women, Children and Social Welfare (MWCSW) is responsible for the formulation, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of policies, plans and programs on women, children and social welfare, and also for the protection and security of orphans, helpless children, women, senior citizens, persons with disabilities. It mobilizes and coordinates with national and international NGOs in their activities within its purview. A national CEDAW committee is putting in place necessary measures to effectively implement the CEDAW. The MWCSW prepared a strategic document on gender and social inclusion in 2006, which has been instrumental in mainstreaming gender and promoting equality at the national level organizations.
V. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

C. Economic, social and cultural rights
2. Right to health

52. The GON has implemented the free health service in primary health care institutions and district hospitals. People have free access to 40, 33 and 23 kinds of medicines at district hospitals, primary health centres and health posts, and sub-health posts, respectively. Pregnant women are entitled to free maternity service at all governmental hospitals and private hospitals making agreement with the Ministry of Health and Population (MOHP). A transportation allowance is provided to those women who give birth at a health institution. Moreover, the poor, indigent, disabled and women volunteers are entitled to free medical service in entirety.

F. Rights of persons with disabilities (PWDs)

75. Nepal has ratified the Convention on the Rights of PWDs. The GON has been enforcing the National Policy and Plan of Action on Disabilities, 2006, in tune with the Extended Decade Work Plan for Asia Pacific Region PWDs 2003–2012. Legislative reforms, promotion of awareness on disability prevention, free education and medical care, family and community based rehabilitation and employment are major areas of

intervention. Required resources are being channeled to the Local Bodies for the development and empowerment of PWDs and their enhanced participation in development plans. The right based and inclusive approach is the bedrock of the GON's policies and plans in this field. Privileges in relation to education, health, skills-based training and transport services, among others, are some examples of positive discrimination in favor of the PWDs. A national coordination committee oversees and coordinates activities in this field, also in collaboration with the civil society.

76. The Protection and Welfare of Persons with Disability Act, 1983 and Regulation, 1994 are major legal measures to give effect to the Convention. The GON is working out for timely improvements in the policy and legal regimes in the field of rights of PWDs. It has also framed building codes requiring public buildings to be PWD friendly.
Compilation of UN information - A/HRC/WG.6/10/NPL/2

I. Background and framework

A. Scope of international obligations1
1. The Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR) encouraged ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families.8
B. Implementation of international human rights obligations

1. Equality and non-discrimination

17. UNCT stated that long-standing discrimination and social exclusion associated with gender, caste, class, ethnicity, disability and geography continued to be among the major barriers to the effective realization of economic, social and cultural rights. It added that remedying the wide disparities was crucial for a successful post-conflict transition.39

18. CESCR noted that caste-based discrimination persisted with impunity. It was concerned about obstacles that victims of such discrimination reportedly faced in accessing justice.40 CRC expressed concern about de facto discrimination against children belonging to the Dalit community, indigenous peoples and ethnic minority groups, in addition to refugee and asylum-seeking children, street children, children with disabilities and children living in rural areas.41
7. Right to social security and to an adequate standard of living  

49. UNCT and the High Commissioner stated that the effective enjoyment of the right to food remained a serious problem throughout the country.106 WFP noted that three and a half million people were facing food insecurity. Basic services and markets were beyond the reach of many people in some regions.107 UNCT indicated that, although food insecurity persisted throughout the country, groups such as Dalits, indigenous peoples, former bonded labourers, persons with disabilities and people living with HIV/AIDS were particularly  affected.108 CESCR was also concerned at information that persons belonging to the lower castes were denied access to public wells.109
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II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B. Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into account applicable international humanitarian law

1. Equality and non-discrimination

12. The NGO Coalitions cited widespread discrimination against Dalits, women, Madhesi, indigenous peoples, persons with disabilities, Muslims and other religious minorities, sexual and gender minorities and other marginalized groups. These groups continued to be severely underrepresented in most of the public sector, including decisionmaking bodies, the civil service, the judiciary, law enforcement agencies, and local authorities.26 SCN expressed deep concern at widespread discriminatory practices, more prevalent in semi-urban and rural areas, against girl children, Dalit children, children with disabilities, children with HIV and AIDS.27

15. The NGO Coalitions noted de facto discrimination against persons with disabilities in the fields of education, employment, health, housing and other areas. It called for urgent policies to provide reasonable accommodation for employment, transportation, sports and health services for persons with disabilities, and stricter measures to combat discrimination.38

4. Freedom of religion or belief, expression, association and peaceful assembly and right to participate in public and political life
54. Article19 noted that the needs of minority and vulnerable groups were often not addressed due to a lack of consultation and an absence of representation within decisionmaking bodies.128 It recommended that the Government continue to mandate representation of minority and vulnerable groups in such bodies to ensure that their voices are heard.129 UNPO called for integration, inclusion and political representation of long-term refugees and displaced people.130 The NGO Coalitions noted that the participation of persons with disabilities in the constitution-making process and in the public sector had yet to be realized.131

6. Right to social security and to an adequate standard of living
66. The NGO Coalitions recommended proportional distribution of resources, with a comprehensive plan to respond to diarrhea, cholera and epidemics and recognition of the special needs of women, children, Dalits, disabled persons, LGBTI persons and other marginalized groups.152

7. Right to education
72. The NGO Coalitions noted that the free education scheme had failed to attract the common people as there was no easy access to schools in rural areas and as the scheme only covered school fees, but not other costs, such as books, stationary, uniforms and food. It called for further measures to eliminate the prevailing disparity between girls and boys, and between urban and rural area.163 The NGO Coalitions recommended ensuring accessible and free education, while preventing discrimination in schools against children with disabilities, children with HIV/AIDS and Dalit children.164

Stakeholder reports:
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I. Summary of the proceedings of the review process

A. Presentation by the State under review
13. The delegation referred to several policies and actions plans to provide non discriminatory and decent work opportunities; as well as policies to forge participation, protection and promotion of women in conflict resolution and other activities. It also referred to policies to address the issue of trafficking in person and to promote the rights of persons with disabilities.

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

27. Thailand welcomed its attempt to promote the rights of all vulnerable and marginalized groups, including migrants, Dalits, women, children and persons with disabilities. It hoped that the newly established Special Committee for Supervision, Integration and Rehabilitation will effectively undertake the functions carried out earlier by the UN Mission in Nepal. Thailand made recommendations.

41. Bahrain appreciated Nepal’s efforts to deliver free primary health care services and the notable decline in maternal mortality and asked about services rendered to persons with disabilities. Bahrain commended efforts to protect women’s rights and asked about measures taken to promote the role of women in society.

46. It reported about preventive programmes and plans recently developed to address health issues of persons with disabilities. 
68. Slovakia commended Nepal for its: ratification of international human rights instruments, cooperation with OHCHR; and “A”-status National Human Rights Commission. Slovakia highlighted the long-standing discrimination and social exclusion associated with gender, caste, class, ethnicity, disability and geography. Slovakia made recommendations.

77. New Zealand raised the issue of impunity and expressed concerns regarding the small number of women in Nepal’s judiciary. It recognized the reduction of incidents of torture but noted these continue to take place. New Zealand welcomed Nepal’s ratification of the Convention on the rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol. New Zealand made recommendations.

82. Cuba noted Nepal was affected by an unjust international economic order and crises. It noted there was a human rights component in Nepal’s policies and development plans. It highlighted actions to reduce poverty and priority given to the rights of women, children, people with disabilities and aged persons. It made recommendations.

83. Sweden noted the instances of police brutality and torture and the arrests without formal procedures and detentions- often under poor conditions- without charges. It noted that discrimination based on gender, caste, class, ethnicity, disability and geography continued to pose grave obstacles to the enjoyment of human rights. Sweden made recommendations.

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations

106. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue/listed below have been examined by Nepal and enjoy its support:

106.10. Continue to seek capacity building and technical assistance in order to pursue its plans for development and promotion of human rights (Philippines); Implement effectively the Human Rights Action Plan and other national action plans, including on the elimination of discrimination against women and on the rights of persons with disabilities (China); Fully implement its National Plan of Action for human rights and its plans of actions to implement various human rights conventions and treaties (Russian Federation);

106.21. Make further efforts to overcome the difficult issue of discrimination on the grounds of religion, gender, race or otherwise (Japan); Continue its efforts to end discrimination on the grounds of religion, race or gender in law and practice (Pakistan); Continue its efforts to overcome discrimination and social exclusion on the basis of gender, caste, class, ethnic group, disability or geographic situation, in order to ensure the respect of civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights (Argentina);

106.46. Step up efforts to achieve the effective realization of economic, social and cultural rights for the marginalized and vulnerable groups by ensuring that they are provided with adequate access to food, health, education and fair employment (Malaysia); Redouble efforts to promote and protect the rights of vulnerable groups such as children, women, people with disabilities and aged persons (Cuba);

106.49. Improve food safety of vulnerable groups , particularly indigenous people, former bonded labourers, Dalits, Muslims, persons with disabilities and those who are infected with HIV/AIDs (Hungary);

107. The following recommendations enjoy the support of Nepal which considers that they are already implemented or in the process of implementation:

107.12. Criminalize discrimination based on caste, gender, religion, ethnicity, political belief or disabilities (Germany);

108. The following recommendations will be examined by Nepal, which will provide responses in due time, but no later than the 17th session of the Human Rights Council in June 2011:

108.13. Implement measures to ensure that persons with disabilities are enabled to participate in job training, vocational training, literacy and numeracy programmes and set concrete targets measurable within one year to this effect, in consultation with persons with disabilities and their representative organisations (New Zealand);

108.14. Ensure, without any discrimination, the rights of people with disabilities and others belonging to vulnerable groups, such as women and children (Chile); 
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I. Méthodologie et processus de consultation

1. En application des résolutions 60/251 et 5/1 du Conseil de Droits de l’Homme, le Gouvernement du Niger a élaboré le présent rapport de l’Examen Périodique Universel. Pour ce faire, un comité interministériel, coordonné par le Ministère de la Justice et des Droits de l’Homme, a été mis en place le 17 mars 2010. Il est composé de 10 ministères dont ceux en charge de la santé, de l’éducation, du travail, de l’environnement, de l’agriculture, de la justice, des droits des femmes et des enfants. Après son installation officielle, le Comité a établi et mis en oeuvre son chronogramme comportant plusieurs activités : atelier de formation de ses membres, atelier de sensibilisation des ONG, associations et syndicats intervenant dans plusieurs domaines des droits de l’Homme (femmes, enfants, personnes en situation de handicap, énergie, alimentation, etc.). Par la suite, s’est tenue une consultation nationale regroupant les 8 régions du pays.

C. Cadre normatif

1. Au plan international

9. La République du Niger a souscrit aux principaux instruments juridiques internationaux : la Convention internationale sur l’Elimination de toutes les formes de Discrimination Raciale ; le Pacte International relatif aux Droits Civils et Politiques ; le Pacte International relatif aux Droits Economiques, Sociaux et Culturels ; la Convention sur l’Elimination de toutes les formes de Discrimination à l’Egard des Femmes ; la Convention contre la Torture et autres peines ou traitements cruels, inhumains ou dégradants ; la Convention relative aux Droits de l’Enfant ; la Convention internationale sur la Protection des Droits de tous les Travailleurs Migrants et des membres de leur famille ; la Convention relative aux Droits des Personnes Handicapées et son protocole facultative ; la Convention relative à l’Esclavage et ses textes subséquents ; les 8 conventions fondamentales de l’OIT: n° 182 sur l’interdiction des pires formes de travail des enfants, n° 29 sur le travail forcé, n° 87 sur le droit syndical, n° 98 sur le droit d’association et de négociation collective, n° 100 sur l’égalité de rémunération, n° 105 sur l’abolition du travail forcé, n° 111 sur la discrimination en matière d’emploi et n° 138 sur l’âge minimum ; le Statut de Rome portant création de la Cour Pénale Internationale, les Conventions de Genève de 1949. Il a également souscrit aux OMD.

10. Les dispositions de ces instruments ont été intégrées dans l’ordonnancement juridique interne. Toutes les Constitutions ont affirmé la primauté des traités internationaux ratifiés par le Niger sur le droit interne.

III. Promotion et protection des droits de l’homme sur le terrain
E. Droit à l’éducation

41. Ainsi, le droit à l’éducation est reconnu à tous sans distinction d’âge, de sexe, d’origine sociale, raciale, ethnique, religieuse ou de situation de handicap. L’éducation est gratuite au Niger. Plusieurs mesures ont été adoptées en faveur de l’éducation, dont : la reconnaissance du droit à l’éducation des enfants handicapés (ordonnance, 1993), la loi no 98-12 du 1er juin 1998 portant orientation du système éducatif nigérien (LOSEN) rendant l’école primaire obligatoire, l’institutionnalisation du Brevet d’Etudes Professionnelles et du Certificat d’Aptitude Professionnelle, la création d’Instituts Universitaires de Technologie (IUT) en 2004 dans 3 régions et leur transformation en 2010 en universités, la mise en oeuvre d’un Programme Décennal de Développement de l’Education (PDDE) qui vise l’atteinte de l’OMD 2, la Création d’une Direction de la promotion de la scolarisation de la jeune fille afin de promouvoir le genre dans le système éducatif nigérien et réduire les disparités entre garçons et filles.

48. L’éducation des enfants en situation de handicap est promue. Toutefois, l’offre éducative pour ces enfants est très faiblement développée. On compte 3 écoles pour malentendants (Niamey, Maradi et Zinder) et 1 pour aveugles à Niamey ; les classes intégratrices : 5 classes intégratrices pour aveugles dans les écoles publiques ordinaires (Konni, Maradi, Zinder, Agadez et Tahoua).

N. Droits spécifiques

1. Droits de l’enfant
96. L’ordonnance 99-11 sur les juridictions pour mineurs fixe toutes les mesures de protection prévues dans la Convention relative aux Droits de l’Enfant. Les enfants en conflit avec la loi sont jugés par les juridictions pour mineurs et ils ne peuvent faire l’objet ni de peine de mort, ni de peine d’emprisonnement à vie. En dessous de l’âge de 13 ans, l’enfant est pénalement irresponsable et fait l’objet d’une mesure de protection par le juge. L’ordonnance 99-42 aggrave la peine des personnes qui impliquent les enfants dans l’importation, la détention, le transit ou l’exportation de la drogue. L’ordonnance 99-68 prévoit la création d’un fonds national de soutien aux enfants en situation de handicap.

97. La Loi d’Orientation du Système Educatif National consacre l’éducation spécialisée pour les enfants en situation de handicap et les protège contre les discriminations. D’autres programmes concourent à la réalisation des droits de l’enfant dont le Plan d’Action Nationale sur la Survie, la Protection et le Développement de l’Enfant et le Projet Justice Juvénile.
4. Droits des personnes en situation de handicap

109. L’ordonnance no 93-012 du 2 mars 1993 détermine les règles minima relatives à la protection sociale des personnes en situation de handicap. En application de l’ordonnance susvisée, deux décrets ont été adoptés en 2010 dont l’un portant création du comité national pour la promotion des personnes en situation de handicap et l’autre portant organisation, attributions et fonctionnement dudit comité. Aux termes de l’article 9 du décret 96/456/PRN/MSP, la personne en situation de handicap est exonérée à 100% pour les frais d’hospitalisation.

110. Aux termes de l’article 21 de l’ordonnance, tout établissement public ou privé employant au moins 20 salariés est tenu de réserver 5% des postes de travail à des personnes en situation de handicap. L’application des dispositions de cet article a permis de recruter 150 diplômés handicapés entre 2007 et 2009 à la fonction publique.

111. Selon les résultats du RGP/H de 2001, sur l’ensemble de la population nigérienne, on compte 0,73% des personnes en situation de handicap dont 44025 hommes et 36010 femmes. 45% des enfants handicapés sont des filles. Les handicaps les plus fréquents sont les infirmes d’un membre inférieur (13,37%), les sourds (10,61%), les aveugles (11,47%), les déficients mentaux (10,23%). Une proportion importante (33,44%) d’enfants cumule plus d’un handicap.

112. La principale violence dont souffrent les personnes en situation de handicap est leur stigmatisation par la société. Dans certains cas, ils sont aussi victimes de discrimination en matière d’emploi.
VI. Attentes en matière de renforcement de capacités et demandes d’assistance technique

122. Compte tenu de l’ampleur des difficultés et contraintes identifiées, un appui d’assistance technique approprié de la communauté internationale sera indispensable pour accompagner efficacement le pays dans sa détermination à rétablir un Etat de droit et à renforcer ses capacités nationales en matière des droits de l’Homme dans les domaines suivants :
(t) éducation et formation professionnelle des personnes en situation de handicap ;
Compilation of UN information - A/HRC/WG.6/10/NER/2

II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B. Implementation of international human rights obligations

7. Right to social security and to an adequate standard of living
37. In July 2010, the United Nations country team declared that the health situation in Niger was predominantly characterized by numerous endemic and epidemic communicable diseases (malaria, cholera, meningitis, HIV/AIDS) and the emergence of noncommunicable diseases (high blood pressure, diabetes, cancers …) for which the country was not always prepared. The situation was exacerbated by the scant protection available to the population against the risk of illness. A mere 3 per cent of the population were insured against illness. Niger had made available free care for children and women with difficult pregnancies. Unfortunately, free care did not extend to other groups of vulnerable people such as the elderly, the mentally and the physically disabled for whom no other form of assistance was available.83

Summary of stakeholders' information - A/HRC/WG.6/10/NER/3

II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

Implementation of international human rights obligations
14. ADENI refers to the vulnerability of children to the worst forms of child labour and indicates that there are several causes of child labour in the Niger, the primary causes being widespread poverty, weak economic growth, parents’ ignorance of the effects of child labour, poor performance in school, unemployment, and having parents with physical disabilities.31 ONDHLF points out that in violation of legal instruments against the trafficking of persons, children are forced by their religious teachers to beg, while others work as domestics or in quarries or on farms.32 ADENI recommends establishing a system to collect, process and disseminate information and data on child labour, and recommends that the Niger take measures to make families and children less vulnerable by implementing community development programmes that address education, health and the fight against poverty and ignorance.33 ADENI also advocates establishing and implementing institutional arrangements to care for vulnerable children and children who have been abused or exploited.34

Stakeholder reports:

ADENI - Association pour la Défense des Enfants du Niger
Working Group Report (not on internet yet)

I. Summary of the proceedings of the review process

A. Presentation by the State under review

18. La délégation a par ailleurs décliné les nombreuses actions pour mettre en oevre les droits spécifiques de la femme, de l'enfant et des personnes en situation de handicap. S'agissant des femmes, la délégation a notamment fait référence à la politique nationale Genre de 2008, la politique nationale de développement social de 1999, les mesures spécifiques incriminant certaines violences faites aux femmes (crime et délit d'esclavage, mutilations génitales féminimes, la traite des personnes) et la gratuité de la césarienne, du dépistage et prise en charge des cancers féminins, des consultations prénatales et planification familiale.

20. S'agissant des personnes en situation de handicap, la délégation a mentionné que des mesures législatives et réglementaires leur accordaient une exonération totale des frais d'hospitalisation.

67. Thailand commended Niger for significant progress in protecting human rights despite development challenges and constraints. It welcomed that Niger was party to virtually all international human rights instruments and its efforts to ensure access to health care for vulnerable groups. It noted with concern violence against and exploitation of vulnerable groups. Thailand expressed its readiness to share with Niger its best practices and provide technical assistance, for example in prison administration and in assisting people with disabilities. It made recommendations.

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations

76. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue listed below have been examined by Niger and enjoy the support of Niger:

76.8. Develop, in cooperation with all relevant national instittutions, a comprehsnive national human rights plan and a national human rights education plan (Slovenia);
76.9. Work with the United Nations Country Team to develop a national human rights plan which incorporates human righst education and training (Thailand);

76.20. Adopt measures that ensure that peopel with disabilities enjoy their rights on equal footing, including free access to health and on the basis of their informed consent, access to education, employment and social security, as well as full participation in the political, social and economic life of the country (Spain);

78. The following recommendations will be examined by Niger which will provide responses in due time, but no later than the 17th session of the Human Rights Council in June 2011.

76.14-16. [Consider issuing a standing invitation to all special procedures] (Brazil, Spain, Latvia) 
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Ratified the CRPD (2009), has not yet signed the OP.

National report - A/HRC/WG.6/10/OMN/1

II. Methodology and consultation process for preparing the

report
8. In the spirit of transparency – encouraging NGOs and associations to participate and contribute their views directly – the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in conjunction with the Omani National Human Rights Commission, organised a stakeholders’ workshop on 26 June 2010. The purpose of this workshop was to convey the importance of the participation of NGOs and associations in the UPR process and encourage their input to the national report. Thirty NGOs and associations participated, including the Omani Women’s Association, the Journalist’s Association, the Lawyer’s Association, the Oman Association for the Disabled, various children associations and the Writer’s Association.
III. Institutional basis for the promotion and protection of human rights
C. National institutions
3. International commitments

24. Oman has ratified four of the core international human rights treaties. Its first accession was to the Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1996 and its two Optional Protocols in 2004. This was followed by ratification of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination in 2003, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women in 2006 and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2009. Oman reported to the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination in 2006 and to the Committee on the Rights of the Child in 2001 and 2006 as well as with regards to the two Optional Protocols in 2009. It also reported to the Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women in 2009. Oman is committed to initiating a process towards considering acceding into more human treaties as well as the review of its current reservations.
IV. Promotion and protection of human rights at the national level

6. Social security system

53. The Social Security Law, promulgated by Royal Decree (87/84) on 3 November 1984, grants a monthly pension to individuals and families who have no source of income or financial support. The Law also covers all those segments of people who do not benefit from the retirement system, or whose retirement pensions do not satisfy the needs of the family. The beneficiaries of the system include orphans, widows, divorcees, prisoners' families and those unable to work due to an illness or disability. In addition to the monthly pension, the beneficiaries are exempted from government service fees. They also get service and in-kind assistance such as scholarships, social housing, and medical equipment for the disabled and sick persons. Over 52,000 cases benefit from the social security system.
C. Promotion and protection of the rights of specific groups

1. The rights of persons with disabilities

79. Oman ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2009. It is scheduled to report to the Committee in 2011.

80. These rights are upheld through the Law on the Welfare and Rehabilitation of the Disabled (promulgated by Royal Decree 63/2008), which extends to persons with disabilities the rights to inter alia health, education, employment and housing.

81. Oman guarantees the protection of children with disabilities from any activity that could be detrimental to their health and physical, mental, emotional or social welfare. Disabled children have the right to enjoy all the rights and privileges provided by the Law for the Welfare and Rehabilitation of the Disabled. They also have the right to early diagnosis and to obtain an official certificate approved by the competent authority attesting the type and nature of their disability.
82. The provision of quality healthcare to premature, underweight and disabled infants has led to an increase in infants’ survival rates in the past three decades, which has resulted in the need for more services for children with disabilities. Most of these children suffer from genetic disorders that cause disability. The Ministry of Health, in collaboration with other government authorities and NGOs, endeavours to provide integrated healthcare for disabled children – from rehabilitation services, physical therapy, vocational rehabilitation, to services provided for hearing, sight and speech-impaired children.
V. Good practices, initiatives and technical assistance
Third: reinforcing women's participation in the workplace and in economic projects

• Enabling disabled women to benefit from training and employment opportunities by establishing rehabilitation centres throughout the country following the example of the Centre for the Rehabilitation of the Disabled in the capital city.
Compilation of UN information - A/HRC/WG.6/10/OMN/2

I. Background and framework

B. Constitutional and legislative framework
10. CRC noted with appreciation that Oman, in cooperation with UNICEF and other competent experts, had conducted a comparative study of legislation in relation to the provisions of the Convention. Some legislative measures had been taken or proposed to strengthen the legal protection of children, such as a bill for the care and rehabilitation of persons with disabilities and the draft act on juveniles.21 CRC noted that an Act on Human Trafficking had been adopted in 2008,22 but recommended that Oman revise its Penal Code to bring it in full compliance with the Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography.23 It also recommended that Oman promptly adopt the Children’s Act and ensure that it is in conformity with the Convention and its Protocols.24

C. Institutional and human rights infrastructure

14. The joint submission noted that the 2010 decision of the State Council to establish a committee for women and children affairs which was to assess the impact of State Council legislation and policies on women and children was a step in the right direction, but had yet to be implemented.29 Oman was also encouraged to strengthen the effectiveness of the National Committee on Disabilities, with the establishment of a secretariat, allocation of a budget and rules of procedure for the work of the Committee.30

II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B. Implementation of international human rights obligations

1. Equality and non-discrimination
27. CRC noted ongoing efforts to provide equal opportunities for children with disabilities, including through community-based support and services, but observed that a charity-based approach still prevailed.57 CRC noted with appreciation the draft bill on the care and rehabilitation of persons with disabilities but regretted the lack of a national strategy in this regard and the insufficient data on disabilities and their possible causes. It also noted with concern that a very limited number of children with disabilities was included in mainstream education.58 

28. CRC recommended that Oman adopt a proactive and comprehensive strategy to eliminate de facto discrimination on any grounds, paying particular attention to girls, children with disabilities, children born out of wedlock and children of migrant workers. Social and health services and equal opportunities to education for children belonging to the most vulnerable groups should be prioritized.59
Summary of stakeholders' information - A/HRC/WG.6/10/OMN/3

II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into account applicable international humanitarian law
5. TGCC reported that persons with disabilities were disadvantaged with regard to their integration into public life, schools and employment, particularly in the private sector. A project for integration in schools had been announced by the government as part of the current five year development plan, but had met with financial and human resource challenges, which apparently had led to its suspension. Moreover, some services were not physically accessible to persons with disabilities. Persons with disabilities in areas outside the capital area were not accorded due care and attention. TGCC stated that the Government should develop a strategy to direct the provision of support services towards the integration of persons with disabilities, take necessary measures to raise awareness and ensure the enforcement of the employment quota for persons with disabilities prescribed in the Labour Law.8
Stakeholder reports:

TGCC - Tawasul Global Connections Center Submission
Working Group Report

I. Summary of the proceedings of the review process

A. Presentation by the State under review
11. Oman had ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child and its two Optional Protocols; the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination; the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women; and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Oman was working to prepare its reports to the relevant treaty bodies.

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review
30. Egypt highlighted the priority given by Oman to building an effective institutional framework comprising the national commission for human rights and the national committee to combat human trafficking. Egypt commended Oman’s efforts in fighting human trafficking and assisting victims. It appreciated efforts undertaken to protect the rights of women and children as well as persons with disabilities. It welcomed Oman’s accession to a number of human rights instruments, such as CRC and its optional protocols, and the fact that Oman was studying the possibility of acceding to ICCPR.

31. Iraq noted that Oman had acceded to a number of international human rights instruments, and that their principles and provisions were reflected in Omani legislation, including with regard to the separation of powers, the rule of law, the independence of the judiciary, and respect for fundamental rights and freedoms. Iraq also highlighted efforts to fight human trafficking as well as the fact that Oman had acceded to the Arab Human Rights Charter. Iraq appreciated Oman’s achievements in the health sector and in the area of child rights, and its ratification of CRPD.

35. The Islamic Republic of Iran noted the establishment of the National Human Rights Commission, the National Committee to Combat Human Trafficking and the National Committee for following up the implementation of the CRC. It noted Oman’s outstanding progress in health, employment, welfare and education sectors. Iran further noted effective measures for the promotion and protection of the persons with disabilities including the consultative centers for women, families and marriage guidance.

36. Canada noted the establishment of a National Committee to Combat Trafficking in Persons and legislation regarding the rights of domestic migrant workers, as well as the care provided for persons with disabilities. It noted several challenges, including legislation limiting freedom of expression, particularly the internet and the press, prevalence of discrimination and the lack of mechanisms of protection against domestic violence and forced marriage. The judiciary, though independent, remained subordinate to the executive and subject to its influence.

42. Oman noted that it had collected data on cases of disabilities, through the population censuses of 2003 and 2010. The 2008 Law on the rights of the disabled provided many rights, including the right to employment at a minimum quota of 1 percent in the government administrative sector and 2 percent in the private sector in enterprises with a number of employees exceeding 50 persons. Oman had 33 non-governmental centers working on a voluntary base and supported by the government in order to provide the daily services to those with disabilities. Oman hoped to establish more centers of this type.

44. Oman noted that it paid special attention to the education of children with disabilities and that there were three specialized schools, for the visually impaired, the deaf, and the mute. Specialized teachers helped these children to attain better integration in the community. A national plan for the integration of children with disabilities in the public schools had been adopted in early 2000.

55. Singapore commended Oman for its support to the rights of women, children of ethnic minorities and the disabled. It also noted that Oman’s high ranking in the UNDPs 2010 Human Development Report as a testament to the great strides that the nation had made in social development and economic progress, leading to significant improvement in healthcare and education. It noted that fighting terrorism was one of the main challenges today and that Oman had made tremendous achievements in this respect.

57. The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland was pleased to note the confirmation concerning the lifting of reservations to CRC. It welcomed the work in combating discrimination against women, including the designation of an official Omani Women’s day, and Oman’s ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The United Kingdom was concerned that some aspects of the domestic law still allowed for discrimination against women and migrant workers. It encouraged Oman to address concerns by the Committee of the Rights of the Child during the preparation of the new Draft Law of the Child. The United Kingdom strongly encouraged Oman to sign both CAT and its Optional Protocol.

67. Slovakia commended, inter alia, legislative measures strengthening the legal protection for children, the bill for the care and rehabilitation of persons with disabilities, and the Act on Human Trafficking. Slovakia was concerned that the Press and Publication Law allowed the censoring of publications. It was particularly concerned about reports of harassment of journalists and writers for criticizing government policies in recent years. It noted that women continued to face inequality in areas such as marriage, divorce, inheritance, child custody and employment.

77. Cuba noted significant progress in education, health, fighting trafficking and rights of persons with disabilities. It highlighted universal access to quality education, progress in the health system, advances regarding the rights of women and children, and that Oman was prepared to strengthen participation of women in the workforce and economic fields. It welcomed efforts aimed at the enrolment of girls in specialized courses and professional trainings. Significant progress had been made with regard to migrant workers.

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations

89. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue/listed below have been examined by Oman and enjoy the support of Oman:

89.15. Continue efforts to enhance the capacities of institutions working with persons with disabilities, including educational and health institutions (Saudi Arabia);

89.16. Consider creation of additional national mechanisms to promote and protect human rights of vulnerable groups especially women, children, and people with disabilities (Islamic Republic of Iran);

89.21. Increase efforts aimed at the realization of further progress in the process of strengthening economic, social and cultural rights, including in particular the rights of women and children and persons with disabilities (Egypt);

89.43. Strengthen the National Committee on Persons with Disabilities ensuring fully its operations, through the development of its norms and provision of adequate financial resources. Adopt a national strategy to eliminate de facto discrimination against persons with disabilities based on an appropriate statistics system (Spain);

89.94. Share best practices in promoting the education of children with disabilities (Qatar);

89.95. Share with other States its expertise and achievements in the management of institutions providing special needs education (Saudi Arabia);

90. The following recommendations will be examined by Oman which will provide its responses in due time, but no later than the 17th session of the Human Rights Council in June 2011. These responses will be included in the outcome report adopted by the Human Rights Council at its 17th session in June 2011.

90.11. Accede to CAT, OP-CAT and OP-CRPD (Slovenia); 
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Party to both the CRPD and its OP.

National report - A/HRC/WG.6/10/PRY/1

III. Overall normative and institutional framework for the

promotion and protection of human rights

A. State bodies responsible for promoting and protecting human rights
10. The strategic objective of the human rights plan is to provide training and an institutional framework for the Government’s human resources. In 2010, a total of 10 days’ training was provided by OHCHR for 80 officials in 2 courses; the courses covered international human rights mechanisms and the treaty-bodies review system. Pursuant to the Plan, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has laid the foundations of a system to monitor and follow up the United Nations human rights instruments by organizing round tables on the preparation of reports for the following bodies: the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, the Committee on Economic Social and Cultural Rights, the Committee on Civil and Political Rights, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, the Convention against Torture and the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families. In addition, human rights is a mandatory subject for anyone desiring to join or be promoted in the diplomatic and consular corps.
12. The judicial branch has set up a human rights office (Decision No. 759/00), a technical and administrative body known as the Human Rights Unit, with a broad mandate that was expanded by Act No. 31/02.6 Its brief is to promote and protect human rights within the sphere of the Judiciary by cooperating with a number of governmental and nongovernmental entities. Its work focuses essentially on the administration of justice in a number of spheres assigned priority: children and adolescents, gender, indigenous affairs, international systems for the protection of human rights (United Nations Organization of American States), economic, social and cultural rights, persons who are vulnerable or disabled and communication.7
13. Its work has included the development of human rights aids in order to encourage the courts to refer to the relevant international instruments in their decisions. Noteworthy publications include: the compendium of human rights legislation on disabled persons, three books, Gender Violence, Indigenous Law and Human Rights, a CD on economic, social and cultural rights and information brochures on indigenous law and female workers, 1,500 copies of which have been published.

B. Paraguay’s obligations in respect of international human rights law

18. Paraguay has adopted the principle international human rights instruments and has introduced laws to establish an appropriate legal framework for their effective implementation. In recent years, it has ratified the following instruments: the Convention on the Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitations to War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity, the International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid, the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol, the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, ILO Conventions No. 156, No. 187 and on Maritime Labour. Drafting of a bill on the implementation of the Statute of the International Criminal Court is currently being finalized.
V. Civil and Political Rights

H. The rights of people with disabilities

106. The national Constitution guarantees disabled persons health care, education, recreation and vocational training for their full integration within society.

107. The National Institute for the Protection of Exceptional Persons, which was established by Act No. 780/79 as a dependency of the Ministry of Education and Culture, offers diagnosis and rehabilitation for disabled persons. It provides training in sign language and implements the rehabilitation programme of the Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation Division, through which training of physiotherapists for children has begun. There are currently 45,840 registered regular users. In 2009–2010, approximately 187,000 persons with some form of disability received assistance.

108. Within the Ministry of Education and Culture the Directorate-General for Inclusive

Education has a department that attends to persons with special educational requirements and provides training for staff in the regular education system. It encourages the enrolment of disabled persons in the capital and in 13 of Paraguay’s departments. A total of 60 teachers have been trained. It also contributes to developing curricula for basic bilingual education for disabled persons aged over 15 years.

109. Act No. 3585/08 requires at least 5 per cent of government employees to be disabled persons. In 2010, their number was 651, an increase of more than 200 per cent from the 186 persons in 2008. In 2009, the civil service department drew up the basic framework for non-discriminatory policies within the civil service, which includes a section on nondiscrimination against disabled persons.33

110. The National Sports Secretariat supports disabled athletes competing at the national and international levels by providing them with kit, tickets for travel and subsistence allowance. Some 60 athletes benefit from this support each year.

111. The Ministry of Health and Social Welfare has 1 mobile unit and 39 fixed units that provide care in health centres and regional hospitals for people with psychosocial disabilities. These facilities provide psychiatric and psychological care and free drugs. Their budget has increased by 0.9 per cent.34

112. Paraguay appreciates the importance of consolidating the institutions responsible for ensuring observance of the rights of disabled persons so as to develop an appropriate government policy and ensure its application at all levels.35

I. The rights of older persons
117. The Ministry of Defence has equipped the Geriatric Centre for Defenders of The Chaco to provide rehabilitation for disabled older persons; the Centre provides comprehensive care for indigent or neglected former military personnel. The Pensions Act for impoverished older persons is due to come into force at the end of 2010. The Act introduces a pension equivalent to $70. Gradually to increase that amount is a challenge for the future.
Compilation of UN information - A/HRC/WG.6/10/PRY/2
II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B. Implementation of international human rights obligations

2. Right to life, liberty and security of the person
27. SPT recommended that solitary confinement be severely restricted and not used at all for minors and mentally disabled persons.59
Summary of stakeholders' information - A/HRC/WG.6/10/PRY/3

I. Background and framework

C. Institutional and human rights infrastructure

4. The Saraki foundation reports that Paraguay ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol in 2008. However, to date no government body has been assigned to the task of implementing the Convention, nor have compliance and monitoring indicators been established. Moreover, there is no body with sufficient status to persuade other State bodies to prepare and follow through on a national policy on disability and to have disability treated as a cross-cutting issue in all sectors.6 Saraki also reports that there are no proper statistics on the situation of people with disabilities in Paraguay.7
D. Policy measures
8. The organizations represented in joint submission No. 7 (JS7) recommend that steps be taken to give effect to the sexual and reproductive rights of persons with disabilities in plans and programmes on sexual and reproductive health.11 JS7 also recommends taking a rights-based and non-discriminatory approach in information and prevention plans and programmes dealing with HIV and services for people living with or affected by HIV/AIDS.12
II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B. Implementation of international human rights obligations

1. Equality and non-discrimination
13. Saraki reports that the Government has not yet taken steps to ensure that people with disabilities have access to public bodies and services as required by the Convention; it has taken no specific measures to eliminate physical barriers and barriers to their access to communication, information and public transport.19
5. Right to social security and to an adequate standard of living
36. Saraki reports that disabled persons’ access to public health services, including those related to reproductive health, needs to be assured.55


6. Right to education and to participate in the cultural life of the community
42. Saraki highlights the following challenges: set up the necessary dialogue to ensure that the heads of primary and secondary schools take responsibility for bringing children with disabilities into mainstream education; train teachers to teach persons with disabilities; and oblige universities and further education establishments by law to comply with accessibility criteria and to include issues related to disabilities and inclusion in their curricula.64

Stakeholder reports:
JS7 - Joint Submission 7
SARAKI - Fundación SARAKI
Working Group Report (report not on internet yet)


II. Conclusions and/or recommendations

84. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue/listed below enjoy the support of Paraguay.

84.1. Implement all provisions in the convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, among others, elimination of physical barriers to information, public transportation and buildings (Thailand)

84.8. Continue to make progress in the institutional consolidation of the mechanisms responsible for protecting and promoting the rights of persons with disabilities (Colombia);

84.20. Undertake a participatory and inclusive process with civil society organizations, including indigenous peoples organizations, in the implementation of UPR recommendations (Norway);

84.26. Ensure that persons with disabilities have appropriate access to facilities and services, including education, information, and public transportation (United States);

85. The following recommendations enjoy the support of Paraguay which considers that they are already implemented or in the process of implementation.

85.11. Designate an appropriate institution for the implementation and observance of the Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities (United Kingdom);

85.13. Designate a coordinator for the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; establish indicators for compliance and supervision; ensure that the oversight mechanism has an adequate status to contribute and follow up on a national policy on disability, and ensure that disability is considered as a cross-cutting issue in its public policies (Spain);

85.34. Ensure that the complaints mechanisms of the Ombudsman are easily accessible to all in need, including children (Slovenia);

85.60. Step up its efforts in providing equal opportuniteis to education and work to both vulnerable groups and minorities (Thailand);

86. The following recommendations will be examined by Paraguay which will provide responses in due time, but no later than the 17th session of the Human Rights Council in June 2011.

86.1. Brief regularly the Council on the follow up of UPR recommendations (Hungary);
Back to top
Rwanda

Party to both the CRPD and its OP.

National report- A/HRC/WG.6/10/RWA/1

II. Country background and institutional framework
4. Rwanda has developed programmes that target socio-economic transformation. These programmes include Vision 2020 and the Economic Development and Poverty Reduction Strategy (EDPRS). The Vision 2020 strategy was developed to propel the kind of society that the country aspires to become by 2020 while the Economic Development for Poverty Reduction Strategy provides a framework for the country’s long-term development aspirations as embodied in Rwanda’s Vision 2020 and the Millennium Development Goals. The Country has also formulated several policies and programmes geared towards the promotion and protection of human rights enshrined in various sector policy papers. Apart from the general policy of human rights, which remains one of the key priorities, almost all other key policies in different sectors related to human rights (education, health, social protection, rights of women, rights of children, rights of people with disabilities...) were adopted.

II. Country background and institutional framework
11. Other equally important institutions in safeguarding human rights include: The Rwandan National Police, The National Electoral Commission, the National Commission for the Fight against Genocide (CNLG), the National Commission for Unity and Reconciliation, the National Labour Council, the Public Service Commission, the Gender Monitoring Office, the National Women Council, the Observatory of child rights, the Office of Auditor General of State Finances, the National Youth Council, the National Prison Service, the National Council for Persons with disabilities, etc.
III. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

F. Right to education
29. The Government has embarked on the promotion of the Nine years Basic Education for children. Key national policies guiding education include the girl's education policy to ensure that the girl child has equal access to universal education as the boy child, the Special Needs Education Policy for certain categories of Rwandans requiring special attention, as well as the Policy on Science, Technology and Innovation. The One Laptop per child program was put in place with the mission to distribute laptops to primary schools all over the country. The education for children with physical or mental disabilities was introduced and 386 teachers were trained in the methodology for such classes. As a result, 3,333 children with disabilities were integrated in disabled friendly schools. 80 catch-up centres were introduced and currently accommodate 14,900 pupils. 680 teachers are trained to deliver practical lessons to these learners.
N. Rights of persons with disabilities

56. Rwanda ratified the Convention on the Protection of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its optional protocol. The law No 01/2007 of 2007 defines modalities for the protection of Persons With Disabilities (PWD’s) in general. Ministerial orders have been enacted with the aim to facilitate people with disabilities to have access to education, healthcare, ICT, sports and cultural integration, easy access to different infrastructures including buildings and transport means, etc. Several initiatives have been taken to improve the welfare of PWD’s, including their rehabilitation surgery and replacement of impaired body parts. Programs for the persons with blindness have been put in place, including the establishment of eye clinics in several hospitals and provision of mental health services in 44 major hospitals. The national council of persons with disabilities was established to monitor the implementation of different programs for the promotion of the rights of PWDs.

57. The Disability Rehabilitation Centre in Kigali has been giving vital support to 300 PWD’s a month since 1997. The Gikondo Centre known as RBC (Réadaptation à Base Communautaire), funded mainly by Christian Blind Mission (CBM), offers help and rehabilitation to disabled young people from across East Africa. The Centre specialises in helping people who have lost limbs or broken bones, and those who suffer from conditions such as Cerebral Palsy, epilepsy, Down’s syndrome, arthritis, club foot and Blount’s disease. Thanks to the cooperation between the Rwandan Demobilisation and Reintegration Commission and the Japan International Cooperation Agency, a total of 1,025 disabled demobilized soldiers have been retrained in practical, vocational skills like plumbing, bricklaying, tiling, tailoring and agriculture. This scheme started in 2005 and will continue running to help the remaining 9,041 disabled former soldiers.

58. The Government of Rwanda helped PWD’s to organize themselves in different associations, all under an umbrella association called FENAPH (Fédération Nationale des Personnes Handicappées). People with disabilities of Rwanda are represented in all in all levels of administration: the Rwandan Parliament, even the East African Community legislative Assembly (EALA). The representation of PWD’s in Rwandan schools is growing, even at University level. In 2003, there were 600 pupils with disabilities in Rwandan primary schools; this number went up to 2,000 in 2008; while around 30 students with disabilities are pursuing their studies in Rwandan High Learning Institutions. In sports, national, regional and international tournaments and competitions are often organized in Rwanda for PWD’s.

Compilation of UN information - A/HRC/WG.6/10/RWA/2

B. Implementation of international human rights obligations

1. Equality and non-discrimination
20. CRC remained concerned, inter alia, at the inadequate legal and de facto protection of and the insufficient facilities and services for children with disabilities, and the insufficient efforts made to facilitate their inclusion in the educational system and in society.40
Summary of stakeholders' information - A/HRC/WG.6/10/RWA/3 - No references


Working Group Report

I. Summary of the proceedings of the review process
A. Presentation by the State under review

7. The delegation stated that in March 2011, Rwanda will present its report on The Convention Against All Forms of Racial Discrimination, followed by a presentation in June of the reports on the additional Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child and to present, as and when Concerned committees fix the dates for the presentation of the report on the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights as well as the 3rd and 4th report on the Convention for the Rights of the Child (CRC). Furthermore, other reports such as the initial report on the implementation of the Convention Against Torture, the initial report on the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Migrant Workers and the initial report on the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities have been submitted to Rwandan Cabinet for approval and all will be submitted to the relevant Committees before the end of June this year.

9. The delegation pointed out some of the achievements made by Rwanda, which included the setting up of the National Commission of Human Rights which fulfills the Paris Principles and has acquired the A status class. It also stated that the Child Rights Observatory and the Commission for Children’s Rights will also shortly be operational as soon as it has been approved by Cabinet; and that the empowerment of women which has made Rwanda women parliamentary presentation to be the first in the World; Setting up the Gender Observatory and Gender Monitoring Office; The National Women Commission; The National Commission for People with Disabilities; The Sustenance of economic growth of 5 to 8.5 per cent over the past 10 years; Setting up and maintaining the health insurance programs (mutuelle de sante) which enabled every citizen to have health insurance; and the free and compulsory Universal 9 Year Basic Education (9 YBE). The delegation stated that plans were under way to raise the free Universal Education from 9 to 12 years.
B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

37. Nigeria welcomed Rwanda’s efforts in consolidating peace and stability through the enactment of various laws and the establishment of the National Commission for the fight against Genocide. It noted with appreciation the progress made in access to education and health, and respect of rights of women, children and persons with disabilities. Nigeria recognized various challenges and constraints hindering Rwanda’s efforts in the protection of human rights and attainment of the MDGs. It made a recommendation. 


Back to top
Saint Kitts and Nevis

Has not yet signed the CRPD.

National report  - A/HRC/WG.6/10/KNA/1

III. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

25. Although the Government has actively encouraged the formation of nongovernmental organisations, there are currently no established local human rights groups in the country. However, a number of civil society organizations such as St. Kitts Nevis Association for Persons with Disabilities, Winning with Women, St Kitts and Nevis Youth Parliamentary Association, Community Achievers Project (CAP), Men Underpinning St Kitts (MUSK), the St Kitts and Nevis Trades and Labour Union, the Teachers Union, etcetera all promote and educate their respective membership about human rights. 
IV. Identification of achievements, best practices

A. Social and economic rights

5. Persons with disabilities

61. The Government of St Kitts and Nevis is committed to safeguarding the rights of the disabled in its society by implementing as far as it is possible mechanisms that cater to their needs.

62. In the area of education, the Government constructed The Special Education Unit, an educational facility that caters to the needs of children with a variety of challenges. A branch of the Unit is located in each island where educational services are provided to developmentally challenged children at all levels.
63. The curriculum is designed to assist students in acquiring foundational skills in seven main areas of personal development. These are: Social and Emotional Development; Language and Literacy; Mathematical Development; Science and Technological Development; Physical Education; Creative and Aesthetic Development; Moral and Religious Education.

64. A Dyslexia Policy was introduced at the Primary School level in September 2009 to, inter alia, address the needs of children who are experiencing reading/ learning problems and who show symptoms of dyslexia.

65. The Government recognizes that not only do the disabled children have a right to an education, but also the right to participate competitively in sports not only locally but around the world as special athletes. St Kitts and Nevis hosted the Special Olympics Caribbean Business Meeting in April 2009 and signed a Special Olympics International Partnership Agreement. The Government supports the participation of children with special needs in Special Olympics.

66. Ades Place is a centre that trains adults with severe disabilities and engages them in projects such as handicraft, laundry and food preparation.

7. The elderly

73. The Government has introduced through various ministries, a number of programmes and projects in the interest of the elderly:

• Home Help Service is offered to elderly persons who are indigent, poor or disabled and who cannot care for themselves on their own or with the assistance of family.

V. Challenges and constraints

D. Persons with disabilities

87. During the national consultation, there was a call for the Government to ratify the Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities as a demonstration of its commitment to persons with disabilities and a call for the revision of building codes to meet international standards as well as for the introduction of national legislation to safeguard the rights of persons with disabilities.

VI. Key national priorities, initiatives and commitments
B. Health

95. The Ministry developed a National Health Plan 2008-2012 focusing on the following key priority areas:

• Family Health – to enhance programmes for immunization, child and adolescent health, dental/oral health, men’s health, geriatric care and physically disabled, reproductive health, women’s health and family planning.
Compilation of UN information - A/HRC/WG.6/10/KNA/2

I. Background and framework

D. Policy measures

6. In 1999, CRC recommended that St. Kitts and Nevis introduce a comprehensive system of data collection incorporating all the areas covered by the Convention and all children up to the age of 18 years, with specific emphasis on those who are particularly vulnerable, including children with disabilities, children living in poverty, children in the juvenile justice system, children of single–parent families, children born out of wedlock, sexually abused children and institutionalized children.13
II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B. Implementation of international human rights obligations
7. Right to social security and to an adequate standard of living
34. CRC expressed concern at the absence of legal protection, the lack of adequate facilities and services for children with disabilities and that insufficient efforts had been made to facilitate the inclusion of children with disabilities into the educational system and generally within society.58
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Working Group Report
I. Summary of the proceedings of the review process

A. Presentation by the State under review

5. Saint Kitts and Nevis stated that the national consultations conducted in preparation of the national report had provided insight into the possibilities of how the Universal Periodic Review could create an engine for wider civil participation, greater corporate responsibility and a deeper commitment to partnership. The exchanges with intragovernmental agencies and a broad section of civil society, including a wide cross-section of organizations advocating for the rights of, amongst others, children, youth, women and persons with disabilities in both Saint Kitts and Nevis had taken place. The national report opened with an overview of the commitment of Saint Kitts and Nevis to the promotion and protection of human rights as enshrined in the Constitution that guaranteed every person in Saint Kitts and Nevis was entitled to the fundamental rights and freedoms, irrespective of his race, place of origin, birth, political opinion, colour, creed or sex, but all subject to the respect of the rights of others. Saint Kitts and Nevis, as a member of the United Nations, adhered to its Charter and reaffirmed its commitment to the fundamental rights, dignity of the persons, and the equal rights of men and women.

19. The delegation stated that Saint Kitts and Nevis, although not yet party to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, recognized its benefit to the society. That was why the Building Code catered to the needs of persons with disabilities so that they could access services.

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

26. Cuba highlighted that, in Saint Kitts and Nevis, all essential primary health care services were available free of charge. Cuba also acknowledged the protection of persons affected with HIV/AIDS. Regarding persons with disabilities, Cuba noted that the Government has implemented mechanisms to meet their needs, as evidenced through the existence of special education units across the country providing educational services at all levels for children with development mental difficulties. Cuba made recommendations.

34. With regard to social security, the delegation indicated that that was one of the strongest areas in the Federation. Saint Kitts and Nevis had sought to maintain a system that could provide it to as many areas of the society as possible. There was a social services levy that had been increased in recognition that assistance must be provided not only in terms of a national infrastructure but also as a safety net for persons who fell ill and could not work, the elderly, children, and those who lost the main breadwinners in their family owing to debilitating accidents as well as death. Because of the high priority placed on the healthcare and education within the Federation, there was also a great emphasis placed on social security and its dependent services. For at least the last 25 years, a provision for free education had been made for those who had learning disabilities or were physically challenged.

55. Australia commended the Government for its stance against anti-personnel landmines and its full support to the Ottawa process. Australia remained concerned that Saint Kitts and Nevis retained the death penalty. It noted that at least half a dozen people remained on death row and that death sentences continued to be imposed as recently as December 2008. Australia commended the commitment to safeguard the rights of persons with disabilities, and encouraged the Government to continue with its initiatives in the education area. Australia made recommendations.

58. China noted the efforts undertaken by Saint Kitts and Nevis to achieve MDGs in the field of education and health as well as efforts displayed for women, elderly and persons with disabilities. China noted the challenges faced by the country in stepping up social and economic development and protecting human rights. China called upon the international community to provide assistance to Saint Kitts and Nevis.

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations

75. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue listed below enjoy the support of Saint Kitts and Nevis.

75.2. Revise building codes to improve disabled access to public buildings (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland);

75.9. Develop a closer policy focus on the special needs and care of persons with disabilities in order to help them live productive lives and contribute to their communities (Trinidad and Tobago);

76. The following recommendations will be examined by Saint Kitts and Nevis which will provide responses in due time, but no later than the 17th session of the Human Rights Council in June 2011.

76.8. With assistance from the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, move to speed up the signing and ratification of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and its Optional Protocol, and Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Maldives);

76.10. Sign and ratify the two International Covenants, the Convention against Torture, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and their respective Optional Protocols, as well as the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and ratify the two Optional Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and its Optional Protocol (Spain);

76.14. Sign the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland);

76.15. Sign and ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Australia);

76.16. Undertake the necessary efforts to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and, in so doing, take a holistic approach (Ecuador);

76.17. Adopt standards of protection contained in the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities with a view to accelerate its accession (Mexico);

76.30. Renew its effort to promote and protect the rights of vulnerable groups such as children, women, persons with disabilities and older persons (Cuba);
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III. Promotion and protection of human rights

D. Poverty reduction
53. The Government is committed to ensuring that programs aimed at providing services to the poor of Saint Lucia are continued and strengthened. These include, but are not limited to:

The Saint Lucia Social Development Fund (SSDF) – ensures the delivery of basic services to disadvantaged and marginalized communities. This involves implementing infrastructural projects, providing vocational skills training and upgrading, building capacity and institutional strengthening, and facilitating the construction and rehabilitation of water and sanitation systems and social assistance services. The SSDF administers:

• Housing Assistance Program – provides assistance to needy and indigent individuals who live in deplorable housing conditions. Special consideration is given to the elderly, persons with disabilities and households with young children, as well as households affected by natural disasters and fire.

G. Persons with disabilities

61. The National Council of and for Persons with Disabilities is an umbrella body established in 1981 representing persons with various disabilities in Saint Lucia. With assistance from government and donor agencies, the Council has made tremendous

progress with the implementation of different programs including:

• Ongoing public awareness campaigns and advocacy through schools, churches, clubs and the media.

• Establishment of a database of persons with disabilities in Saint Lucia.

• Empowerment of persons with disabilities through the provision of physiotherapy services, regional educational exchange programs, establishment of various skills training workshops, and job placements to encourage economic independence.

• Meeting the needs of persons with disabilities, through the provision of food to the poor and indigent.

62. Particular emphasis is placed on individuals with special needs, through the mandate of the Special Education Unit of the Ministry of Education. This unit serves children with special needs, including those within the general education school system who have learning difficulties, and those attending special schools. This Unit oversees five special schools that provide targeted educational programs for children with disabilities in Saint Lucia. These include: (i) Deaf Education, (ii) Blind Education, (iii) Mental Retardation, (iv) Learning Disability, (v) Physical Handicap, (vi) Dyslexia, (vii) Multiple Handicaps, (viii) Speech Impairment and, (ix) General Special Education. In addition, students in mainstream schools are served by special educational needs teachers in a Special Education Student Support Program. The Government continues to view Special Education broadly, taking into account various areas of disabilities from the multi-handicapped, to the child with learning disabilities.

63. A National Policy for persons with disabilities has also been drafted based on principles derived from various Treaties and Conventions that relate to or infer support for persons with disabilities. This policy has been vetted by the Attorney General’s Chambers, and is currently being reviewed by the Committee of Persons with disabilities.

64. Recognizing the right of persons with disabilities to have comfortable physical access to the Courts, the District Court from 2002, managed all matters involving such persons, and transferred these matters to a court on the ground floor of the Court House. Infrastructural improvements have also been undertaken in some public areas, to provide access and parking for persons with physical disabilities.

65. Special consideration is now being given to the signature and ratification of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, so as to provide more extensively for the rights of persons with disabilities and enhance the quality of life of such persons.
IV. Achievements and best practices
F. Labour
95. In association with the ILO and its decent work agenda, efforts are being made beyond legislation, to pursue strategies that will accord greater recognition to vulnerable groups in the workplace, such as persons with disabilities and those living and working with HIV/AIDS. These will include development and some training opportunities within available resources.
VI. Challenges and constraints

C. Persons with disabilities

122. The Government recognizes that despite the attempts made to address the needs of persons with disabilities, further efforts in that regard must be undertaken. Persons with physical disabilities in many instances are dependent on their families and community for day-to-day survival. Access to transportation and public places remain areas to be address. In addition, day care facilities for persons with disabilities, to assist with care and to facilitate parent and/or family employment remain a deep matter of concern.
Compilation of UN information - A/HRC/WG.6/10/LCA/2

II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B. Implementation of international human rights obligations

1. Equality and non-discrimination

17. CRC was concerned about the lack of a national policy or legislation ensuring the right of children with all types of disabilities to the enjoyment of a full and decent life with the assurance of self-dignity and self-reliance35 and recommended that Saint Lucia adopt a comprehensive policy for children with disabilities.36

V. Capacity-building and technical assistance

62. In 2005, CRC recommended that Saint Lucia seek technical assistance with regard to: coordination of the activities of the various ministries dealing with matters pertaining to children,108 development and implementation of a national plan of action for the full implementation of the Convention,109 establishment of an independent body to monitor the implementation of the Convention,110 addressing child abuse and neglect,111 ensuring the rights of children with disabilities,112 and improving the juvenile justice system.113

Summary of stakeholders' information - A/HRC/WG.6/10/LCA/3 - No references
Working Group Report
I. Summary of the proceedings of the review process

A. Presentation by the State under review
12. Moreover, in the very near future, Saint Lucia intends to sign/ratify the following other International Conventions: International Convention on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR); the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime; the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD); and the Protocol to Prevent Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons.
17. Regarding health, it was stated that Saint Lucia has made significant strides in securing and improving access to quality health care for its citizens. This is reflected, inter alia, through a number of programmes and initiatives such as: health care facilities which offer a range of services and care located within a three mile radius throughout the country; the removal of doctors’ fees at all health centres and the introduction of health exemption cards for the elderly; consistently high child immunization coverage; reduction in the incidence of communicable diseases and increased focus on non communicable diseases; and the establishment of a New Mental Wellness Centre, fully equipped which will allow for a significant improvement in the clinical management and rehabilitation of patients. Additionally a New Mental Health Act has been drafted.

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

44. Cuba acknowledged the progress made by Saint Lucia in terms of human rights, particularly its commitment to reduce poverty and to achieve socio economic development. Cuba noted the determination of Saint Lucia to ensure the right to universal education; the health measures taken, which have improved the access to health care; and the actions taken in the field of women rights, people with disabilities and the elderly. Cuba made recommendations.

46. Morocco praised the commitment of Saint Lucia to development, democracy and respect for human rights. It also noted the island’s efforts aimed at reducing poverty and promoting equality between men and women and referred to the creation of shelters for victims of violence against women. It requested information about measures that could  be taken to remedy the low participation of women in the public and political spheres. It noted the initiatives and efforts taken to protect children and persons with disabilities. Morocco made recommendations.

49. Hungary welcomed achievements made with regard to rights of people with disabilities and education. Hungary noted the link between poverty, food insecurity and health. It noted existing cooperation between Saint Lucia and UNHCR regarding asylum seekers and stateless persons. It acknowledged the efforts of Saint Lucia for the promotion of gender equality but was concerned by the problem of violence against women, in particular by the fact that the Civil Code calls for the wife’s obedience to her husband. Hungary made recommendations.

51. Spain commended Saint Lucia for its determination to fight against discrimination in all its forms and encouraged to the country to revise its legislation in order to guarantee non discrimination in terms of gender, sexual orientation, health and disability. Spain made recommendations.

55. On the issue of the ratification of conventions, Saint Lucia stated that a number have already been ratified and the ratification of a number of others is being examined. Saint Lucia indicated that one of the reasons why ratification could sometimes take some time was that it tried to ensure that when a treaty is ratified the mechanism to implement its provisions has been put in place. Saint Lucia stated that it welcomed technical assistance in this regard. Additionally, it was noted that the fact that a Convention has not been ratified does not mean that present practice is in contravention of its provisions. The example was given of a number of measures already adopted to ensure the rights of people with disabilities.

72. Australia noted Saint Lucia’s support to the Ottawa process and its stance against anti-personnel landmines. It welcomed the moratorium on the death penalty and the efforts made to promote and protect the rights of persons with disabilities. It noted that the country was considering becoming a party of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Australia made recommendations.

80. Trinidad and Tobago took note of Saint Lucia’s commitment to accede to a number of international human rights treaties and the work to develop policies regarding persons with disabilities. It expressed appreciation for the adoption of the Counter-Trafficking Act and noted the legislative actions adopted to address domestic violence. Trinidad and Tobago commended Saint Lucia for its commitment to ensure the right to a quality education and for its attainment of universal secondary education. It requested information about the HIV/AIDS in the education sector. It made recommendations.

81. Jamaica noted progress made in advancing the welfare of Saint Lucia’s citizens and in protecting vulnerable groups such as children, women, persons with disabilities and the elderly. Jamaica highlighted the importance of institutional strengthening, capacity building and resources for the implementation of international conventions. Jamaica made a recommendation.

83. Portugal asked if Saint Lucia intended to amend its legal provisions to replace the death penalty with other penalties, which do not include cruel, inhuman and degrading punishments. Portugal requested information about the measures taken to protect the rights of persons with disabilities. Portugal expressed concern about the high rates of sexual abuse against children and that legislation only refers to the female child sexual abuse. Portugal made recommendations.

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations

89. The following recommendations will be examined by Saint Lucia which will provide responses in due time, but no later than the 17th session of the Human Rights Council in June 2011. The response of Saint Lucia to these recommendations will be included in the outcome report adopted by the Human Rights Council at its 17th session in June 2011.

89.3 Consider the ratification of the two international Covenants on Civil and Political Rights, and on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Algeria);

89.6 Study the possibility of becoming a party to the following international instruments: the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and the Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and the Convention on Persons with Disabilities (Argentina);

89.9 Sign and ratify the two International Covenants; the Convention against Torture; the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as well as their Optional Protocols; the Optional Protocols of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women; the two Optional Protocols of the Convention of the Rights of the Child; and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (Spain);

89.10 Ratify the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment; and the two Optional Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child (Maldives);

89.16 Sign and ratify the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights as soon as possible and its Optional Protocol as well as the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Portugal);

89.18 Ratify the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and its two Optional Protocols, International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and its Optional Protocol, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment; Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, as well as the 1954 Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons, the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness, the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol (Slovakia);

89.22 Consider signing and ratifying the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to enhance the protection of their rights and improve their quality of life (Morocco);

89.23 Become a party to and implement the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Australia);

89.41 Increase efforts to promote and protect the rights of vulnerable groups such as children, women, people with disabilities and the elderly (Cuba);
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II. Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B. Implementation of international human rights obligations

1. Equality and non-discrimination

7. CRC was concerned that discrimination against disabled children and children living in poverty persists de facto. It recommended that Sao Tome and Principe conduct an indepth revision of all legislation in order to fully guarantee the application of the principle of non-discrimination in domestic laws and to adopt a proactive and comprehensive strategy to eliminate discrimination on any grounds and against all vulnerable groups, in particular poor and disabled children.18
V. Capacity-building and technical assistance

35. CRC recommended that Sao Tome and Principe: seek assistance from, among others, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Health Organization on children with disabilities;48 cooperate with, inter alia, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), UNICEF and civil society to improve the education sector;49 and seek assistance on child labour from, among others, ILO/IPEC and UNICEF.50 The Committee also recommended that the State seek assistance from, inter alia, OHCHR, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, and UNICEF51 on juvenile justice, and from, inter alia, OHCHR and UNICEF52 on establishing a national human rights institution.
Summary of stakeholders' information - No references
Working Group Report
I. Summary of the proceedings of the review process

A. Presentation by the State under review

15. With regard to advanced questions raised by Sweden and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland concerning the ratification of several international instruments, such as the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the delegation explained that the Constitution of Sao Tome and Principe and legislation so far adopted had already incorporated the principles of the above-mentioned instruments. Sao Tome and Principe’s legislative reform policy envisaged the following goals: the harmonization of domestic legislation with international instruments, the review of the Civil Code and the Civil Procedure Law, and the accession to all international instruments which provide for the fight against transnational crime. A bill amending the Penal Code was being considered by the National Assembly.

17. A bill for the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities has been tabled for its adoption by the National Assembly.

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review
50. Slovakia took positive note of the educational system reform including the provision of a free and compulsory primary education, the steady decrease in child and adolescent mortality and a longer life expectancy as well as the adoption of the Plan of Action for the world programme for human rights education. It expressed concerns about major administration deficiencies, the facto discrimination against disabled children and children living in poverty and the increase of child prostitution. Slovakia made recommendations.

II. Conclusions and/or recommendations

64. The following recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue have been examined by Sao Tome and Principe and enjoy its support:

64.16. Consider adopting laws and regulations in favour of children, abandoned minors, persons with disabilities and the elderly (Morocco);

64.17. Seek the technical and financial assistance of UN partners and specialized agencies to fill in the gaps within its legislation to ensure a better treatment for children with disabilities and at disadvantage (Mauritania);

64.18. Work towards the establishment of a national human rights institution in accordance with the Paris Principles (Nigeria); create a Human Rights National Independent Institution, in accordance with the Paris Principles (Portugal); consider the establishment of an independent national human rights institution (Morocco); establish a national human rights institution in line with the Paris Principles (Norway); establish a national human rights institution with the assistance of OHCHR (Maldives); consider creating an independent National Human Rights Institution that operates in accordance with the Paris Principles (United Kingdom); establish a national human rights institution in line with the Paris Principles (Argentina); set up a national human rights institution in accordance with the Paris Principles (Ecuador); establish a national human rights institution according to the Paris Principles (Ghana); establish a National Human Rights Institution in conformity with the Paris Principles (Hungary);

64.22 Continue to develop and implement measures aimed at the promotion and protection of human rights of the vulnerable groups such as children, women, people with disabilities and the elderly (Nigeria);

64.30. Step up its efforts to protect the rights of the child, especially those living in situations of poverty, victims of child prostitution and children with disabilities. In this regard, conduct a comprehensive review of its national legislation to guarantee the full application of the principle of nondiscrimination and adopt a national strategy to remedy this situation as recommended by the CRC in 2004 (Spain);

64.41. Pay attention to promoting the rights of the child, particularly children with disabilities and strengthen its efforts to combat violence against children (Burkina Faso);

65. The following recommendations will be examined by Sao Tome and Principe which will provide responses in due time, but no later than the 17th session of the Human Rights Council in June 2011. The response of Sao Tome and Principe to these recommendations will be included in the outcome report adopted by the Human Rights Council at its 17th session in June 2011

65.6. Ratify the main human rights international instruments, including the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination; and the Convention against Torture. Also, sign and ratify the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture; the two Optional Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child; the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearances; and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol (Spain);
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