Disability-analysis of reports from States, which were reviewed by the UPR Working Group in its 7th Session  (8 to 19 February)

This analysis has been made by the International Disability Alliance (IDA)

The following Countries were analyzed at this session: Qatar; Nicaragua; Italy; El Salvador; Gambia; Bolivia; Fiji; San Marino; Kazakhstan; Angola; Iran; Madagascar; Iraq; Slovenia; Egypt and Bosnia and Herzegovina.

	COUNTRY


	TROIKA
	CRPD

Ratified
	References to persons with disabilities in the reports of UPR

	Qatar
	Hungary, Japan, Gabon
	Yes
	References to persons with disabilities in National report, UN information, advanced questions and Working Group Report, Please click here to access to these references.


	Nicaragua
	Brazil, Philippines, Zambia
	Yes
	References to persons with disabilities in National report, UN information, Stakeholders´ information and Working Group Report, Please click here to access to these references.

	Italy
	Slovakia, Argentina, Ghana
	Yes
	References to persons with disabilities in National report, UN information, Stakeholders´ information, advanced questions and Working Group Report, Please click here to access to these references.


	El Salvador
	Nicaragua, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation
	Yes
	References to persons with disabilities in National report (available at Spanish), UN information Stakeholders´ information, advanced questions and Working Group Report, Please click here to access to these references.


	Gambia
	Cameroon, Jordan, Ukraine
	No
	References to persons with disabilities in National report, UN information and Working Group Report, Please click here to access to these references.


	Bolivia
	Kyrgyzstan, Burkina Faso, Uruguay
	Yes


	References to persons with disabilities in National report, UN information, Stakeholders´ information, advanced questions and Working Group Report, Please click here to access to these references.


	Fiji
	Slovenia, France, Angola


	No
	References to persons with disabilities in National report, UN information, Stakeholders´ information, advanced questions and Working Group Report, Please click here to access to these references.


	San Marino
	Netherlands, Bolivia, Qatar
	Yes
	References to persons with disabilities in National report, UN information, Stakeholders´ information, advanced questions and Working Group Report, Please click here to access to these references.


	Kazakhstan
	Mauritius, Bangladesh, Cuba
	Signed
	References to persons with disabilities in National report, UN information, Stakeholders´ information, advanced questions and Working Group Report, Please click here to access to these references.


	Angola
	Djibouti, Chile, Indonesia


	No


	References to persons with disabilities in National report, UN information, Stakeholders´ information, advanced questions and Working Group Report, Please click here to access to these references.



	Iran


	Senegal, Pakistan, Mexico
	Yes


	References to persons with disabilities in National report, UN information, Stakeholders´ information and Working Group Report, Please click here to access to these references.


	Madagascar
	Norway, Bahrain, 

South Africa
	Signed

	References to persons with disabilities in National report (available at French), UN information and Working Group Report, Please click here to access to these references.


	Iraq


	Bosnia and Herzegovina, India, United Kingdom
	No

	References to persons with disabilities in National report, UN information, Stakeholders´ information and Working Group Report, Please click here to access to these references.


	Slovenia
	Egypt, Brazil, United States of America
	Yes


	References to persons with disabilities in National report, UN information, Stakeholders´ information, advanced questions and Working Group Report, Please click here to access to these references.


	Egypt
	China, Madagascar, Italy
	Yes
	References to persons with disabilities in National report, UN information, Stakeholders´ information, advanced questions and Working Group Report, Please click here to access to these references.

	Bosnia and Herzegovina


	Slovenia, Nigeria, Belgium
	Signed


	References to persons with disabilities in National report, UN information, Stakeholders´ information and Working Group Report, Please click here to access to these references.


EXCERPTS FROM UPR WORKING GROUP REPORTS THAT INCLUDE REFERENCE TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

QATAR
References to persons with disabilities in National Report, UN information, advanced questions and Working Group report.

National Report
4.5.3 International treaty guarantees

Qatar has ratified and acceded to numerous international and regional human rights conventions in its efforts to enhance and strengthen the legislative framework for human rights. It acceded to (…), the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2008, (…).

4.6.1 Supreme Council for Family Affairs

(…).Moreover, the Council follows up on the implementation of international conventions that are concerned with family matters and the rights of children, women, and persons with disabilities to which Qatar is a party and consults on draft agreements on the protection of the family and its members. It endeavours to empower women, enable them to participate in economic and political life and in particular involve them in decision-making, increase employment opportunities for them and support them in their professional lives. It proposes draft legislative tools relevant to the family and its members. In addition, the Council cooperates with international and regional bodies and organizations concerned with family and its members and represents Qatar in regional and international conferences and committees on the family, children, women and persons with disabilities. Moreover, it holds conferences, seminars and panel discussions and conducts research in subjects pertaining to the family.

The Council attaches considerable importance to coordination and cooperation with all government agencies and to the support and participation of civil society organizations. It gives particular attention to volunteer work and encourages the participation of the private sector with effective contribution from target groups, namely, the family, children, women, youth, persons with disabilities and the elderly. (…).

The Council has secured Qatari accession to numerous international conventions including the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and has also conducted numerous research projects and studies on the family.

Alongside the legislation that it has helped to implement, in the context of Qatar’s fulfilment of its obligations under international human rights conventions, the Council has taken numerous executive decisions and founded a number of institutions concerned with the family, children, women, persons with disabilities and the elderly. (…).

5.2 Persons with disabilities

Qatar has made sterling efforts at legislative and institutional levels to raise awareness of, promote and protect the rights of persons with disabilities. Act No. 2 of 2004 on persons with special needs was promulgated (the wording persons with disabilities was subsequently adopted, in accordance with the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities). The Act aims to provide special care and appropriate legal protection for persons with disabilities, to oblige the State to ensure that persons with disabilities can exercise their rights on an equal basis with their non-disabled counterparts and to impose penalties in cases where provisions prohibiting discrimination against persons with disabilities are violated. The Supreme Council for Family Affairs set up a committee to review the Act and subsequently issued an implementing regulation after Qatar signed and ratified the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in April 2008. A number of institutions have been established to promote and protect the rights of persons with disabilities. The Shafallah Centre for Children with Special Needs, a centre of excellence in the provision of educational, training and rehabilitation services at the national, regional and international levels, was established in 1998. The Department for Persons with Special Needs was established within the Ministry of Social Affairs in 2009. In addition, a number of institutions and centres offer services for all types of disabilities to various age groups. Qatar supported international efforts to appoint the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Disability in 2003 and participated actively in the discussions relating to the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which was adopted in 2006. Qatar is proud that a Qatari woman was elected as a member of the international Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

In view of its interest in persons with special needs, Qatar provides education and rehabilitation services for children in this group in accordance with the rights guaranteed under the Persons with Special Needs Welfare Act No. 4 of 2004 and Ministerial Decision No. 6 of 2004 on the establishment of a supervisory committee for the academic integration programme. The aim of the programme is to create a stimulating environment in which to educate, rehabilitate and integrate persons with motor disabilities and learning difficulties into ordinary schools and to improve the professional skills of those who work with people with disabilities, as well as to raise awareness in the community of the importance of academic integration and its various benefits and to create an objective and precise system for evaluating and following up on all aspects of the integration process. The programme includes a number of training courses and workshops for teaching staff and those responsible for implementing the programme in schools, and keeps track of the numbers of students with disabilities in schools and educational centres. A comprehensive survey of students with disabilities in schools was carried out during the academic year 2007/08 in order to provide support programmes for such students. Private schools also cater for the education of children with disabilities, including the school for children with learning and auditory difficulties, the Nur Institute and the Shafallah Centre. During the academic year 2007/08, 952 girls and boys were enrolled in such schools.
6.1 Education and the integration of human rights in educational curricula
(…). Qatar pays considerable attention to the incorporation of human rights into school curricula and the teaching of human rights concepts and principles. Human rights concepts have been incorporated in the curriculum in a number of forms, as independent themes or concepts, as activities inside and outside the classroom and as visual aids. School curricula and textbooks cover political and civil rights, economic rights, children’s rights, women’s rights, social and cultural rights, the rights of the elderly, the rights of persons with disabilities and more. The pedagogical approach is values-based, to promote cooperation, compassion, equality, love, peace and tolerance as well as other values associated with social and civic responsibilities, such as respect for the law, good citizenship, participation in the community and community activities, honesty, integrity and reliability. This approach also promotes values associated with respect for Qatar’s cultural heritage, such as preservation of cultural heritage and the environment. (…).
UN information



13. In 2009, CRC expressed concern about some provisions of the Family Act and the Nationality Act which perpetuate discrimination against women and girls. Discrimination against children born out of wedlock and children of migrant workers was also an issue of particular concern to CRC. It recommended that Qatar adopt a proactive and comprehensive strategy to eliminate de jure and de facto discrimination on any grounds and against all children, paying particular attention to girls, children with disabilities, children born out of wedlock and children of migrant workers. It also reiterated its concern that the Nationality Act does not confer de jure citizenship on children of Qatari women married to non-nationals. 

Advanced questions
UNITED KINDGOM OF GREAT BRITAIN & NORTHERN IRELAND- Question 5:

Could you please outline what steps have been taken by the government of the State of Qatar to adopt a proactive and comprehensive strategy to eliminate de jure and de facto discrimination on any grounds and against children, especially girls, children with disabilities, children born out of wedlock and children of migrant workers, as recommended by the CRC? 

Advanced Questions-Addendum
CEZCH REPUBLIC-Question 3:

How is ensured on national level protection of the rights of the child, in particular in relation to vulnerable groups, e.g. children asylum seekers, children of persons in detention or of prisoners, especially young babies of women in prisons? What specific measures are being adopted to eliminate any discrimination against for instance children with disabilities, children born out of wedlock and children of migrant workers? 

Working Group Report



A. Presentation by the State under review

6. The promotion and protection of human rights constituted the backbone of Qatar’s comprehensive constitutional, economic, social and cultural reform policy, as emphasized in the comprehensive development vision, Qatar National Vision 2030, which was approved in 2008 and included important topics relating to key human rights issues in the areas of education, health, the environment, rights of expatriate workers, women's empowerment, the rights of the child, the elderly and the disabled.

11. Qatari laws and legislations guaranteed the right to access to medical care services without discrimination on the basis of race, religion, national origin, belief, language, age or disability. The delegation reported on the establishment of the Supreme Council of Health, which designed health policies and strategies and adopted development and scientific research plans.

13. The delegation referred to Qatar’s constitutional commitment to respect international charters and covenants and to implement all international instruments to which it was a party. Qatar had submitted periodic reports to the various monitoring mechanisms while striving to respect the time frame set by them. Qatar had played a pioneering role in the adoption of the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Qatar has adopted in recent years a strategic policy on general reservations with the purpose of reviewing them.

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

23. Bahrain noted the adoption of a number of initiatives and policies to Project human rights and fundamental freedoms, in particular to strengthen the right to education of persons with disabilities and to combat trafficking in persons. Bahrain paid tribute to the efforts made to provide educational and rehabilitation services to the disabled and to integrate them into society, as it was done through formation of committees to provide the necessary environment and the holding of training sessions for workers. Bahrain made a recommendation.

28. Cuba encouraged the leadership of Qatar in the area of economic and social development, and recalled that Qatar had hosted numerous international debates, the second South summit, among others. Cuba congratulated Qatar for its significant progress in education, health, the fight against trafficking of persons, the rights of people with disabilities and the rights of women and children. Cuba made recommendations.

30. The Libyan Arab Jamahiriya noted that the Government put human rights at the core of its constitutional, economic and political reform. It greatly valued the measures taken, such as the establishment of directorates of human rights in different ministries and the Supreme Council for family affairs, to strengthen the family and other various institutions serving various groups, such as disabled persons and migrant workers. The increased participation of women in different fields was also raised. It made a recommendation.

47. Qatar had acceded to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. (…).

52. Uzbekistan commended the positive efforts made in such areas as promoting gender equality, protecting the rights of people with disabilities, combating trafficking in human beings, protecting the rights of migrants, promoting the rights to health and education, developing national institutions and strengthening regional cooperation in this area. Uzbekistan welcomed the accession of Qatar to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. It asked for additional information concerning the difficulties and obstacles faced in promoting and protecting human rights.

53. Kyrgyzstan particularly welcomed the achievements in the area of education and health, notably concerning gender equality. It noted the efforts made in other areas, such as fighting corruption, democracy and women’s rights. The steps taken to protect people with disabilities were also commendable. It encouraged Qatar to continue its active promotion of the rights of migrants and to strengthen national human rights institutions.

61. The Russian Federation appreciated the progress achieved in human development, education and health, and the high standards of living. It noted the progress in the realization of civil and political rights, the efforts to improve legislation and institutions, and the increased awareness of society regarding the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities. It made a recommendation.
70. Nepal noted that Qatar had an impressive record in attaining welfare and economic development, which had helped to raise the quality of living and the life expectancy of its people. It noted with satisfaction the establishment of a national human rights committee, its accession to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. It also noted with appreciation the legislative and administrative measures taken to deal with the protection and welfare of migrant workers and to improve their situation.

82. A national committee headed by the Supreme Council for Family Affairs endeavoured to implement law No. 2 of 2004 regarding persons with special needs. A number of institutions had been established to promote and protect the rights of persons with disabilities. Qatar had nominated in 2003 the Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities, and a national Qatari was a member of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. In collaboration with the Arab League, the Council had elaborated an Arab dictionary for the deaf. Qatar had organized a number of meetings and workshops on the rights with disabilities, and had sponsored a resolution for the commemoration of the international day on autism during the sixty-second session of the General Assembly.

Conclusions and/or recommendations

83. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below enjoy the support of Qatar:

23. To continue its efforts to promote and protect the rights of persons with disabilities (Bahrain);

24. To continue its efforts to develop the capacities of the institutions dealing with vulnerable groups, in particular persons with disabilities (Nicaragua);

25. To bring the 2004 Law No 2 on persons with special needs into line with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Russian Federation);

41. To share its best practices in terms of promoting education for children with disabilities (Brunei Darussalam);

85. The following recommendations will be examined by Qatar, which will provide responses in due time. The response of Qatar to these recommendations will be included in the outcome report adopted by the Human Rights Council at its fourteenth session:

2. To Sign and ratify the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, and to ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Spain);

3. To ratify international instruments still pending, particularly the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and the Rome Statute (Chile);

Back to top
NICARAGUA

References to persons with disabilities in National Report, UN information, Stakeholders´ information and Working Group report.

National Report
15. Nicaragua encourages maximum participation by civil society organizations and supports gender mainstreaming. It co-sponsored and signed the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, as well as the Optional Protocols to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, and the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

57. The Ministry of the Family, Young Persons and Children has developed the “Programa Amor” (Love Programme) which it is implementing in conjunction with various State institutions. One of the principal objectives of this programme is the restoration of the right of children and young persons: (1) to live in normal family conditions without exposure to the risks of the street; (2) to grow up in a loving environment in the care of a family; (3) to have access to child development centres providing professional care for the children of working mothers; (4) to registration in the Civil Register of Persons; (5) to specialist care for children and young persons with disabilities; (6) to guaranteed care for children of migrant parents or parents deprived of liberty; and (7) to the eradication of the worst forms of child labour and to reintegration in school.

79. With regard to the protection of the human rights of certain vulnerable groups, including persons with disabilities, Nicaragua has ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities,115 which also benefits the elderly, who usually suffer some form of disability. Nicaragua has also signed the Optional Protocol and is in the process of ratifying it. It has also drawn up a draft amendment to Act No. 202, the Disabled Persons (Prevention, Rehabilitation and Equal Opportunities) Act, with a view to aligning national legislation with the provisions of the Convention, which is currently going through the parliamentary consultation process. In 2008, Nicaragua approved Act No. 650 concerning the protection of the human rights of persons with mental health problems, which includes the rights of persons affected by psychiatric disorders within its scope.

UN information
6. In 2008, the HR Committee welcomed the introduction of special procurators for children and adolescents; women; indigenous peoples and ethnic communities; persons with disabilities; persons deprived of their liberty; and for civic participation.

18. UNCT noted that an estimated 10 per cent of the population lives with some form of disability, in many cases as a result of the armed conflict. In 2003, the illiteracy rate among the disabled population was twice the national average. In 2005, CRC encouraged Nicaragua to ensure that policies and practices in relation to children with disabilities take due regard of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities.
Stakeholders´ information
8. CODENI
 noted that a study conducted in 2005 revealed that almost half a million Nicaraguans have disabilities. Only 6 per cent of the population with disabilities receive some type of care, and only 3 per cent know that Law 202 protects the rights of persons with disabilities.
Working Group Report
A. Presentation by the State under review
26. Nicaragua had ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the protocol thereto. The law on the prevention and rehabilitation of people with disabilities was being reformed to bring it into line with the Convention. In 2008, Parliament had adopted the law for the protection of the rights of persons with mental illnesses. Nicaragua, in solidarity with Cuba, was implementing through public health centres a care programme for these groups called “All of us with you”.

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

49. The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland welcomed the human rights training and the creation of a gender violence unit within the public prosecutor’s office. It asked about the plans to improve detention conditions in police cells and prisons. It encouraged greater civil society collaboration to ensure that women and children had access to independent legal and medical assistance, and the change in perceptions towards disabled people, sufferers of HIV/AIDS and lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender groups. It made recommendations.

52. Viet Nam noted the measures, legal and judicial reforms and plans of action to protect fundamental rights and freedoms and democracy in the areas of education, health care, job creation, social security, rights of vulnerable groups, including women, children, persons with disabilities and indigenous people.(…).

57. Panama noted its historical political, economic and cultural ties with Nicaragua. It commended Nicaragua for establishing special procurators for children and juveniles, indigenous peoples, persons living with disabilities and persons deprived of their liberty, and the special procurator for citizens’ participation. Panama also commended it for ratifying the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and implementing the “love programme”, providing focused assistance to children and juveniles with disabilities. It requested information on public policies and practices to improve literacy of persons with disabilities, and to improve opportunities for them.

79. Chile noted the laws on citizen participation, protection of refugees, equality of rights and opportunities, sovereignty and food and nutritional security, as well as the ratification of optional protocols to the Convention against Torture and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. It commended the decision to forbid corporal punishment and humiliating treatment in schools. It welcomed the literacy campaign, which had reduced the illiteracy rate from 20 per cent in 2005 to 5 per cent in 2009. It made recommendations.
Conclusions and/or recommendations

90. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below enjoy the support of Nicaragua:
14. Continue efforts to promote and protect the rights of persons with disabilities, consistent with its obligations under the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Thailand);

63. Make efforts to guarantee the right to education of children with disabilities, to ensure their integration in society (Qatar);

Back to top
ITALY

References to persons with disabilities in National Report, UN information, Stakeholders´ information advanced questions and Working Group report.
National Report
37. To date, Italy has ratified all main human rights conventions thus accepting extensive international obligations related to the protection and promotion of human rights. In particular, Italy has ratified the following Treaties: (…); Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and related Protocol (ratified on 15 May 2009).

38. It is worth recalling that Italy accepted individual complaints mechanism as stipulated in CERD and CAT Conventions and in the Optional Protocol to ICCPR (ratified on 15 September 1978), the Optional Protocol to CEDAW (ratified on 22 September 2000) and the Optional Protocol of the Convention of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (ratified on 15 May 2009).

110. According to Arts. 3, 30, 33 and 34 of the Constitution, social inclusion and integration are fundamental principles of Italy’s public educational system. Several measures have been introduced to guarantee the right to education as well as to ensure effective school attendance and to respond to individual and collective needs, including students with disabilities or special needs, vulnerable groups, migrants and Roma children. (…).

121. In the framework of the Guidelines of the Italian Cooperation, several initiatives promoted by the Italian Cooperation link the protection of human rights with development cooperation policies. Italy supports, through its development cooperation programme, several projects focused, for example, on women’s empowerment, violence against women, children involved in armed conflicts, disabled children, children in prison and in conflict with law, children victims of trafficking and sexually exploited for commercial purposes, child labour etc.

C. Policy for persons with disabilities

126. Within a legislative framework that already assures high standards in this field and in line with its pledges at the UN Human Rights Council, Italy ratified the UN Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities in March 2009. The ratification act provides for the institution of a National Observatory on the condition of the persons with disabilities, a public body that can constantly guarantee the interaction among several actors (institutions, persons with disabilities and their families, associations), in charge to elaborate and implement policies supporting persons with disabilities.

127. In particular, the Observatory has among its main tasks the elaboration of a biennial program of action for the promotion of the rights and the integration of persons with disabilities, the collection of statistics in accordance with Art. 31 of the Convention, the formulation and implementation of measures in support to persons with disabilities as well as the promotion of studies and researches that can contribute to define priority areas in which these actions will be carried out.

UN information
8. Right to education and to participate in the cultural life of the community

42. In 2003, CRC was concerned at the high dropout rate in upper secondary education and the variations in educational outcomes for children according to their cultural and socio-economic background, and other factors such as gender, disability and ethnic origin. While welcoming the initiatives taken to ensure the integration and effective schooling of Roma children and to combat school failure and dropout, CERD remained concerned in 2008 about the low rate of school attendance by Roma children. It recommended strengthening efforts in this area and addressing the causes of dropout, including any cases of early marriage.

43. CRC welcomed the widespread inclusion of children with disabilities into the mainstream schools.

Stakeholders information
8. GLCDIA
 reported on the lack of a National Plan for Childhood for the last five years and recommended passing a new National Plan for Childhood as soon as possible. It also recommended that Italy take action to eliminate the shortcomings in data collection in order to establish a global data collection system, centred on children. Special emphasis was placed on the lack of reliable data relating to children with disabilities.

48. Noting the inadequate training of teachers and other relevant personnel involved in the education of children with disabilities, GLCDIA recommended that Italy introduce specialized educational approaches, starting from curricular teachers and all the other relevant personnel.

Advanced Questions-Addendum
GERMANY-Question 2: 

The summary of stakeholder submission provided by the OHCHR reflects reports about insufficiency in training of teachers and educators regarding children with disabilities in Italy. Proposals by a special Italian coalition for the right of children and adolescents (Gruppo di Lavoro per la Convenzione sui Diritti dell'Infanzia e dell'Adolescenza, a coalition composed of 86 organizations, Italy) have been made to introduce specialized educational approaches in order to further improve this situation (para. 48 of the OHCHR stakeholders summary A/HRC/WG.6/7/ITA/3, referencing GLCDIA, p. 7).Germany would like to know what measures Italy is undertaking to continue to improve the situation of this vulnerable group? 
Working Group report
B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

21. Kuwait commended Italy on its report, which reviewed challenges and nacional policies related in particular to racism, the protection of migrants and support for persons with disabilities. Kuwait observed that the relevant governmental agencies continued to work to establish an independent national institution for the promotion and protection of human rights, although a number of bodies existed in that area, including the Consultative Committee on Religious Freedom. Kuwait made recommendations.
27. Lebanon noted Italy’s efforts to combat discrimination through legislative measures, the establishment of a judicial protection system for victims and the adoption of a national plan against racism in 2006. It welcomed Italy’s policy of encouraging intercultural and interreligious dialogue to promote mutual understanding among communities and the establishment of projects contributing to integration. Lebanon asked about policies regarding the rights of persons with disabilities, following Italy’s ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Lebanon made recommendations.
67. Serbia welcomed Italy’s acceptance of individual complaints mechanisms provided in International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination and the Convention against Torture, as well as the optional protocols to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Serbia asked Italy to share some best practices and challenges in this regard. Serbia noted that a considerable number of Roma, originating from Serbia, were living in camps in Italy, and that local authorities had initiated a pilot project for their repatriation. Serbia made a recommendation.
Conclusions and/or recommendations
84. The following recommendations will be examined by Italy, which will provide responses in due time, but no later than the fourteenth session of the Human Rights Council:
39. To take effective measures to develop alternatives to institutionalization and place children in institutions only as a measure of last resort (Azerbaijan);

43. To increase its efforts and adopt a new national plan of action for children, ensuring specialized training for teachers and persons in the field of education of children with disabilities (Spain);

Back to top
EL SALVADOR

References to persons with disabilities in National report, UN information, Stakeholders´ information, advanced questions and Working Group report.

National Report (Report available at Spanish).
34. Entre las iniciativas del TSE
 para potencializar los derechos políticos, está la que se practicó en el proceso electoral del año 2006, al ejecutar una prueba piloto de voto residencial en siete Municipios de la República, y debido al éxito obtenido se instauró en los procesos electorales del 2009, y se amplió dicho proyecto a veintitrés Municipios del país. Además, se celebró el Convenio de Cooperación para el Seguimiento de Medidas que Faciliten el Ejercicio del Voto a Personas con Discapacidad, a fin de promover la participación de los ciudadanos y ciudadanas con discapacidad, de manera que tengan un ejercicio efectivo y consciente del derecho al voto. Asimismo, en el marco del Acuerdo de Asistencia Técnica entre el TSE y la Organización de los Estados Americanos (OEA), se efectúo una Auditoria Integral al Registro Electoral, con el objeto de fortalecer los mecanismos del Registro Electoral; dicha auditoria se llevó a cabo en cuatro fases y es un reto del TSE cumplir con la totalidad de las recomendaciones dadas por la OEA. (…).

51. En lo que respecta a la promoción del empleo, el MTPS, a través del Sistema de Intermediación para el Empleo (SIE), la Red Nacional de Oportunidades laborales y las Estrategias Territorial para la Generación de Empleo, presta servicios de intermediación para acceder a empleos. Se han fomentado el empleo juvenil y el empleo para grupos específicos como adultos mayores y personas con discapacidad. (…). 

63. El nuevo Gobierno creó la Secretaría de Inclusión Social, que ha substituido a la Secretaría Nacional de la Familia. Esta nueva entidad es la encargada de velar por grupos poblacionales específicos entre los cuales se incluyen mujer, niñez, juventud, adultos mayores, personas con discapacidad y pueblos indígenas, entre otros. (…).

6. Personas con discapacidad y personas adultas mayores 

88. En el país la institución coordinadora de las acciones que se realizan en función del sector de las personas con discapacidad es el Consejo Nacional de Atención Integral a la Persona con Discapacidad, (CONAIPD)
, es el Rector de la Política Nacional de Equiparación de Oportunidades para las Personas con Discapacidad
. El Salvador es Estado parte de diversos Tratados Internacionales sobre protección a la persona con discapacidad
. 

89. Entre los obstáculos y barreras sociales que impiden el desempeño de las personas con discapacidad en la sociedad salvadoreña están: la exclusión y marginación; inaccesibilidad en el transporte; inaccesibilidad en el área urbana, arquitectónica y comunicaciones; desconocimiento de la discapacidad y falta de conciencia social; escasas oportunidades de educación, trabajo y formación profesional, poca cobertura en salud y rehabilitación; falta de apoyo para la dotación de ayudas técnicas; legislación nacional carente de recursos e instrumentos de exigibilidad; entre otros aspectos que han permitido que las personas con discapacidad no desarrollen sus potencialidades y brinden sus aportes a la sociedad
. 

90. El Gobierno, contempla el compromiso y responsabilidad en materia de atención a las personas con discapacidad; así como el rol que posee la Secretaría de Inclusión Social en dicha materia y al trabajo y seguimiento que emprende el CONAIPD. Se fortalecerán las acciones de promoción, divulgación y capacitación sobre los derechos de las personas con discapacidad y se coordinarán las acciones que realizan los diferentes sectores, a manera de unificar y sumar esfuerzos. 

UN information
17. CRC was concerned at the persistent discrimination faced by indigenous children, children with disabilities and girls and recommended that El Salvador intensify its efforts to prevent and eliminate all forms of de facto discrimination.

Stakeholders information
10. RIA
 expresses its concern at the total lack of statistics on the disabled population, which is limiting the development of programmes and strategies. RIA notes that, in the opinion of representatives of this sector, the questions on this issue in the sixth population and housing census (2007) did not fulfil the technical criteria that would make it possible to record the pertinent information appropriately, resulting in irrelevant and inaccurate information.

36. PDDH
 draws attention to the need for urgent reform of the electoral system so as to give greater independence to the Supreme Electoral Tribunal, democratize political parties, introduce “residential” voting throughout the country and voting from abroad, and guarantee equal access to voting for women, persons with disabilities, and others. PDDH states that there have been no positive measures to improve the political situation of women.

Advanced Questions-Addendum
CEZCH REPUBLIC-Question 4:

How is ensured on national level implementation of obligations from CRC? 

- How is ensured birth registration and does it cover every child? 

- How is ensured protection of rights of the child with regard to children with disabilities, indigenous and of girls? 

- Does El Salvador consider raising the age allowing marriage from the current 14? 

- What measures are being adopted to fight incidence of child labour? 

- What measures are being adopted to ensure equal access of girls to education, and in particular to prevent and reduce their drop out from schools? 
Working Group Report
A. Presentation by the State under review

11. With regard to the electoral system, the Supreme Electoral Tribunal has taken a series of measures aimed at guaranteeing the right to vote for every citizen. For example, a pilot programme on residential voting has been established, the participation of citizens with disabilities has been promoted, and the possibility of voting abroad is being considered.
17. With respect to the right to work, the delegation explained in detail several programmes based on tripartite participation and aimed at generating employment opportunities, in particular for specific vulnerable groups such as young people, the elderly and persons with disabilities. On the other hand, El Salvador has lost 39,000 jobs because of the financial crisis. The Administration plans to create 100,000 new jobs through a temporary employment programme and the improvement of public and private infrastructure.
25. The delegation also described the State’s policies and institutional frameworks aimed at persons with disabilities, the elderly and persons with HIV/AIDS.
B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review
30. Slovenia noted that, although discrimination based on physical or mental disabilities is prohibited by law in El Salvador, the law had not been effectively enforced with regard to education, employment or access to buildings, and requested information about the measures that the country intended to take to eliminate such discrimination. Slovenia stated that, despite positive steps taken to guarantee children’s rights, it was alarmed by the reported numbers of children who had suffered physical abuse or lived in an atmosphere of domestic violence. It also stated that the Act on Child Protection does not explicitly prohibit corporal punishment. Slovenia made a recommendation.
43. Panama referred to the regularization of the migratory situation of 700 Salvadorians who had previously enjoyed refugee status. It inquired about measures to facilitate voting on the part of persons with disabilities. Panama highlighted the establishment of the Secretariat for Social Inclusion, in charge of policies regarding vulnerable groups and, in that context, asked about the inclusion of indigenous peoples in the national statistical data. It made a recommendation.

54. El Salvador mentioned its efforts to protect and guarantee the rights of persons with disabilities. It highlighted the fact that the Secretariat for Social Inclusion was tasked with promoting the human rights of groups generally excluded or marginalized, including persons with disabilities, senior citizens, children, indigenous peoples and persons affected by discrimination as a result of their sexual orientation.

Conclusions and/or recommendations

81. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below have been examined by El Salvador and enjoy the support of El Salvador:
23. To intensify efforts to prevent and eliminate discrimination against indigenous children, children with disabilities, and girls (Malaysia);

24. To continue to include in its social policies anti-discrimination measures and programmes in favour of indigenous peoples, ethnic minorities, persons with disabilities, persons with HIV/AIDS and persons facing discrimination based on their sexual orientation (Colombia);
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National Report
C. Protection of the right to personal liberty 
15. The Gambian Constitution guarantees “every person” the right to liberty and security of person. This means the right to personal liberty and security of person is applicable to all deprivations of liberty, whether in criminal cases or in other cases such as, mental illness and immigration control. 

24. Other guarantees in the Constitution are protection from slavery and forced labour; protection from deprivation of property; right to fair trial; right to privacy; freedom of conscience; freedom of association; freedom of assembly; freedom of movement; political rights; right to marry; rights of women; rights of children; right to education; rights of the disabled; cultural rights; protection from discrimination. 

34. The Gambia is yet to sign or ratify the following treaties: 

(c) Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; 

(d) Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; 

I. Department of Social Welfare 
48. The Social Welfare Department of The Gambia operates as a service provider and an enabler aimed at improving access to quality social welfare services at the local, institutional and national level. The Government’s Social Development Policy identifies management and administration, child care, adult care and the disabled as its four priority areas. The Department provides support and services to the disabled, the destitute, the poor and needy, victims of criminality, adults living with HIV/AIDS, and their families, victims of natural and social calamities, orphans and vulnerable children and child victims of abuse and trafficking. 

E. The Department of Social Welfare 
61. Despite resource constraints, the Department is currently providing education sponsorship for 1500 needy children. It is also providing 30 abandoned babies with foster care, 150 children with shelter and support, 400 street children (almudos) with skills training and basic needs, 14 elderly persons with residential care and 20 persons with home based care services, 5000 disabled persons with artificial limbs and walking sticks and frames. It has also set up a child protection base for vulnerable children, a steering committee on orphans and vulnerable children, a National Action Plan on Orphans and Vulnerable Children. The Department also operates a child/family hotline and trained 15 social workers on emergency preparedness. Social workers continue to provide the Children’s Court with home study reports on young offenders appearing before this court. 

F. Persons with disabilities 
62. Section 31 of the Constitution provides that “the right of the disabled and handicapped to respect and human dignity shall be recognized by the State and society.” It provides further that “disabled persons shall be entitled to protection against exploitation and to protection against discrimination, in particular as regards access to health services, education and employment” and “in any judicial proceedings in which a disabled person is a party, the procedure shall take his or her condition into account.” 

63. A directive principle of state policy further enjoins the state to pursue policies that protect the right and freedoms of the disabled and other vulnerable members of society to ensure that such persons are provided just and equitable social opportunities. 

64. The Gambia has not yet ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of Person with Disabilities but it has made strides in some areas. There are three recognized specialized schools for persons with disabilities: St. John’s School for the Deaf, Methodist Special School for Learning Difficulties and GOVI Resource center providing for education services for the visually impaired. 

65. A number of Government agencies have been addressing the rights of persons with disabilities. These include the Ministry of Basic and Secondary Education, The Social Welfare Department, Ministry of Youth and Sports etc. The National Planning Commission is also currently in consultation with DPOs and the Gambia Federation of the Disabled to mainstream disability into Government’s Poverty Reduction strategy. The Gambia Plan of Action on the African Decade for Persons with Disabilities is in the process of being endorsed. More than thirteen non-government organizations and associations have also been working on issues affecting persons with disabilities. 

H. Persons with disabilities 
96. Despite the high disability prevalence rates of 2.8% reported by the National Population and Housing Census 2003, there is no disability Act in The Gambia. The national disability policy is not yet passed. The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities is also not yet signed and ratified by The Gambia Government. This implies that, if the right of a person with disability is violated, there is no other law, apart from the general provisions of the Constitution, to address the violation. 

97. Persons with disabilities are also hardly involved in the formulation of Government policies and programmes. The Gambia does not also have a well developed social welfare support system for persons with disabilities and consequently, they are, in most cases, reliant on the support from within the family. 

98. Most persons with disabilities remain illiterate. The National Disability Research conducted by Disabled Peoples Organisations (DPOs) in collaboration with Voluntary Service Overseas (VSO) and the Department of Social Welfare in 2008, 75% of females and 70% of males had no form of education. There was a downward trend from “no education” to tertiary level education. Among the respondents, PWDs who attended primary school were 16% compared with those who attended secondary school 8.4% and tertiary education 3.2%. Special schools meant for persons with disabilities are also all located in the urban areas. Thus, most of the disabled children in the rural areas are deprived of their right of access to basic education because of lack of special schools and an all inclusive education system. 

99. There is no visible employment programme supporting persons with disabilities. This means that most persons with disabilities are unemployed. The transport system and some public health facilities are also still inaccessible to most persons with disabilities. 

100. On the side of the Deaf and Hard of hearing, there is no developed national sign language The Gambia. Information relayed on radios and the National Television is not received by them. The news on the national TV are not signed for the benefit of the deaf. Communication to the organisation of the visually impaired is still done through text and not Braille versions. 

UN information
18. CRC expressed concern that the principle of non-discrimination was not adequately implemented with respect to certain vulnerable groups of children, especially girls, children born out of wedlock and children with disabilities. It recommended that the Gambia establish a definition of the child in accordance with article 1 of the Convention; set the legal minimum age for marriage of girls and boys at 18 years; and establish legal minimum ages for compulsory education, employment and enlistment in the armed forces.

19. CRC further recommended, inter alia, implementing alternatives to the institutionalization of children with disabilities; establishing special education programmes for them and, where feasible, integrating them into mainstream schools and public life; undertaking awareness-raising campaigns to sensitize the public about children with disabilities as well as children with mental health concerns; increasing resources, both financial and human, and enhancing the support given to families of children with disabilities.

51. In January 2007, the Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health reported that, following a complaint from mental health advocates, the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights ordered the Government to replace, as soon as possible, the Lunatics Detention Act with a new legislative scheme for mental health that was compatible with the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights, as well as more specific international standards for the protection of persons with disabilities. 

60. CRC recommended that the Gambia seek technical assistance: from, inter alia, UNICEF and UNDP related to its recommendations on abuse, violence and neglect; from UNICEF and WHO, to implement the recommendations on adolescent health; and from WHO and UNESCO, for the training of professional staff, including teachers, working with children with disabilities.(…).

Working Group Report
B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

24. Senegal noted that the Gambia was party to several international human Rights instruments, demonstrating its commitment to human rights, and also noted that the country hosted the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights. Citing constitucional provisions and various initiatives on the rights of persons with disabilities, Senegal asked when the Gambia would ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. It called upon the Human Rights Council to support the Gambia in facing the challenges it had identified.
28. Cuba cited the Gambian report, which described the exemplary activities undertaken to promote human rights in the context of a deep worldwide crisis. Cuba congratulated the Gambia on its actions relating to the rights of children and persons with disabilities. Cuba mentioned the 2015 goal aimed at universal basic education and access to health for all as a guideline for national policies and requested the international community to step up its efforts to support the country. Cuba made recommendations.
41. India appreciated the Gambia’s progress in the area of human rights and welcomed bills on women and elections. India praised the establishment of the National Planning Commission and the adoption of the Poverty Reduction and Growth Strategy. It encouraged ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and of the two Optional Protocols to the Convention of the Rights of the Child. India requested information about the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals and the strengthening of the administration of justice. India urged the establishment of a national human rights institution in conformity with the Paris Principles.
44. While commending the 2005 Children’s Act, Slovenia noted with concern that social and cultural norms hindered its implementation, as corporal punishment, female genital mutilation, early and forced marriage and domestic violence remained widespread. Slovenia expressed concern at violence against girls, children born out of wedlock, children with disabilities, child labourers, street children, violence against women and gender inequality. Slovenia made recommendations.
53. Replying to a question concerning disability, the head of the delegation said that the Minister for Health and Social Welfare was currently in the process of reviewing the possible ratification of the Convention.
66. Mexico recognized the Gambia’s efforts to reduce poverty and to achieve the Millennium Development Goals. It commended efforts to prevent and eradicate the trafficking in persons and was pleased to hear that the Gambia would ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. It urged the Gambia to continue to implement international standards concerning women’s rights, to establish a national human rights commission in keeping with the Paris Principles and to train the police force in the area of human rights, benefiting from the technical assistance of OHCHR. Mexico made recommendations.
79. Burkina Faso noted that the Gambia was party to many human Rights instruments but that their introduction into domestic law had not been completed and encouraged the country to continue its efforts in that regard, in particular with respect to the rights of children, women and persons with disabilities. Burkina Faso made recommendations.
Conclusions and/or recommendations
97. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue have been examined by Gambia and the recommendations listed below enjoy the support of Gambia:
21. Give particular attention to human rights protection of people with disabilities in order to secure their rights (Ukraine);
47. Multiply efforts to expand the coverage of education and expand services to include the disabled (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya);
48. Increase level of education to cover disabled children (Kyrgyzstan);
51. Strengthen national education programmes in favour of girls and persons with disabilities (Niger);
54. Request technical assistance from the various United Nations bodies, responsible in particular for the protection of children’s rights and of persons with disabilities so that in order to ensure the effectiveness of the rights of these vulnerable persons (Burkina Faso);

99. The following recommendations will be examined by Gambia that will provide responses in due time. The response of Gambia to these recommendations will be included in the outcome report to be adopted by the Human Rights Council at its 14th session:

4. Consider being party to the International Convention on Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, the Convention on the rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol, (…). (Argentina);
31. Adopt measures to protect the rights of certain vulnerable groups of children, in particular, girls, children born out of wedlock, and children with disabilities (Chile);
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National Report
13. The Constitution has set forth wide-ranging rights based on those outlined in inter- American and universal instruments for the protection of human rights. It defines fundamental rights; civil and political rights; the rights of native indigenous campesino nations and peoples; social and economic rights; the rights of children, adolescents and young people; the rights of the family; the rights of older persons; the rights of persons with disabilities; the rights of persons deprived of their liberty; the rights of persons of diverse sexual orientation; the rights of persons with HIV/AIDS; women’s rights; users’ and consumers’ rights; education, intercultural and cultural rights.

24. Between 2006 and 2009 Bolivia ratified (…)the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol; (…).

140. The Government has introduced a universal old age pension (or “dignity” pension) for persons aged over 60. A national plan for older persons is also being prepared, while special departmental units for older persons and persons with disabilities have already been created.

G. Rights of persons with disabilities

143. Some 10 per cent of Bolivia’s inhabitants suffer from some kind of disability. The Constitution recognizes the rights of this group and establishes the State’s obligation to promote policies to defend and protect those rights. A Single National Registration System for Persons with Disabilities has been created, which makes it compulsory for State and private bodies to ensure that at least 4 per cent of their total staff are persons with disabilities.

144. The National Plan on Equality and Equal Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities has been adopted and implemented. This is a State policy aimed at the realization of the full exercise of the rights of persons with disabilities. It was decided that the resources accruing annually from the elimination of State funding for political campaigns by political parties, civic associations and indigenous peoples, should be used for the benefit of people with disabilities.

145. Temporary provision has been made to use the resources of the National Solidarity and Equity Fund for the benefit of persons with disabilities by setting up a National Solidarity Board, made up of Government agencies, to prioritize programmes relating to skills training and employment, legal assistance and training, institutional strengthening, construction, equipment and inclusion. In addition, Bolivian Sign Language is recognized as a means of communication for the deaf and mechanisms have been put in place to consolidate its use.

146. It is recognized that it is essential to allocate more technical and financial resources to the implementation of plans and programmes and the dissemination of the rights of this vulnerable group, as well as to affirmative action.

UN information
16. CEDAW was concerned that a considerable number of women, particularly indigenous women in rural areas, older women and women with disabilities do not have identity documents and therefore have neither access to public institutions nor to the relevant social services and benefits.

Stakeholders information
12. Según encuestas de la DPB
, los grupos más discriminados en el país son, en ese orden, indígenas y campesinos, homosexuales y lesbianas, personas con discapacidad, y personas adultas mayores. (…). 
16. La JS7
 y la DPB informaron acerca del programa para el registro de las personas con discapacidad y del decreto que establece la obligación de las instituciones públicas y privadas de contratar un 4 por ciento de personas con discapacidad. La JS2
 indicó que es fundamental que se asignen recursos técnicos y financieros para la implementación de planes y programas, orientados a revertir la exclusión y desigualdad que afectan a las personas con discapacidad.

43. La DPB indicó que no existe un seguro universal de salud para personas con discapacidad.  Añadió que el acceso a la salud de los pueblos indígenas es deficiente y que las prestaciones del Seguro Universal Materno Infantil deben adecuarse a las prácticas y conocimientos de la medicina tradicional. La JS2 notó que las mujeres afro-bolivianas no cuentan con atención pre ni post embarazo, porque en sus comunidades aún no existen centros de salud.
ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO BOLIVIA – ADD.1
CZECH REPUBLIC-Question 7
How is ensured in practice effective access to education, with regard to children with disabilities, indigenous children, street children and girls? 

Working Group Report
A. Presentation by the State under review
8. New opportunities have arisen for political participation by the various sectors of society. Women now constitute half of the Ministerial Cabinet and are well represented in the Senate and the Chamber of Deputies. In addition, Afro-descendent leaders and representatives of persons with disabilities have been elected for the first time through the popular vote.

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review
28. Egypt commended Bolivia for the national human rights action plan, with the participation of civil society and with the Council to oversee its implementation. Egypt welcomed the national plan on equality and equal opportunities for persons with disabilities. It also noted Bolivia’s significant steps to address human trafficking. Egypt made recommendations.

68. Mexico welcomed the fact that the international human treaties enjoyed constitutional standing. Mexico requested information about progress made in the formulation of public policies to address torture, including its criminalization and the establishment of the national mechanism. It also asked about measures envisaged to implement the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Mexico made recommendations.
Conclusions and/or recommendations

98. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below have been examined by Bolivia and enjoy its support:
66. To continue active cooperation with international organizations on the provision of technical assistance to support people with disabilities (Kyrgyzstan);
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National Report
8. 18 Non Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and Civil Societies were invited to the national consultation process. The following members participated: Mr. Joeli Nabuka (Fijian Teachers Association), Dr. Sitiveni Yanuyanutawa (Fiji National Council for Disabled Persons), Mr. Vijendra Prakash (Shree Sanatan Dharam Pratinidhi Sabha of Fiji), Mr. Diwan Chand (Shree Sanatan Dharam Pratinidhi Sabha of Fiji), Mr. Kamlesh Arya (Arya Pratinidhi Sabha of Fiji), Mr. A Qayyum Khan (Fiji Muslim League), Rev. Waisea Vulaono (New Methodist Church of Fiji), Ms. Evisake Kedrayate (YWCA), Mr. John Lee (YMCA), Adi Finau Tabakaucoro (Soqosoqo Vakamarama), Rev. Tevita Nawadra (Methodist Church of Fiji & Rotuma), and Rev. Akuila Yabaki (Citizen’s Constitutional Forum).

B. Equality and non-discrimination

1. Equality before the Law
28. Common Law and International Laws to which Fiji is a party guarantees Fiji citizens the right to equality before the law. They are guaranteed the right not to be unfairly discriminated against, either directly or indirectly, or on the ground of their actual or supposed personal characteristics of circumstances, including race, ethnic origin, colour, place of origin, gender, sexual orientation, birth, primary language, economic status, age or disability; or opinions or beliefs, except to the extent that those opinions or beliefs involve harm to others or the diminution of the rights or freedoms of others.

3. Family Assistance Scheme (FAS)

87. The FAS is a programme that supports disadvantaged individuals and familias through direct financial assistance. Those who can qualify for assistance include the chronically ill, widow/widower, deserted spouse, elderly, permanently disabled, prisoner dependents and single parent. This assistance supports families who do not have sufficient money for their daily needs. The minimum allowance per month per household is $60.00.
88. A new initiative is being pursued this year in providing food vouchers to familias eligible under the Family Assistance Allowance and who fall under the category of chronically ill, permanently disabled and the elderly. The $30 food voucher will be distributed monthly for the whole year. Government has allocated a budget of $7.4 million for this scheme.

6. Mental health

97. The Mental Health Treatment Act provides the legal and regulatory Framework for mental health treatment in Fiji. In essence the legislation restricts the scope of operation of the only mental institution in Fiji. The Act does not provide rehabilitation and other preventative measures to mitigate and reduce the incidence of mental illness. The legislation is currently under review by the Fiji Law Reform Commission. There is a need to address rehabilitation and reintegration following hospital treatment as well as advancements in treatment in the past 30 years.

98. Mental illness is stigmatized in Fiji. Mental health care is part of primary Elath care but the actual meaningful treatment of serious mental disorders is not readily available. Mental health is a concern with the increasing number of patients admitted to St Giles Psychiatric Hospital. Drug related mental illnesses are also taken care of at Saint Giles Hospital (Inclusion of Drug addicts admitted).

O. Rights to education and participation in cultural life

99. Education is a basic human right and critical to improving living conditions and reducing poverty. This underlying principle reaffirms the Government’s commitment to improving access and providing equal opportunity to education for all irrespective of gender, ethnicity, culture, beliefs, disability, socio economic circumstances and geographical isolation. There is progress evident in these areas however, much still needs to be done in improving the quality of access and ensuring that policies and programs continue to promote a school environment that will support the safety, health, and care for all children.

UN information
16. UNICEF also noted that a National Policy on Persons Living with Disabilities 2008 -2018 was developed, including as a strategic policy area the promotion of the rights of women and children with disabilities.(…). 

21. CRC noted insufficient measures to ensure the full enjoyment by all children of the rights recognized by the Convention, particularly in access to education and health services. It recommended a more active approach to eliminate discrimination against, in particular the girl child, children with disabilities, children in institutional care, children living in rural areas, poor children such as those living in slums, and children born out of wedlock.

22. UNICEF highlighted that persons with disabilities are at high risk of living in poverty. Although education opportunities for such children had recently widened, many only had an opportunity to attend primary school at most. Many persons with disabilities could not therefore obtain work and often faced workplace discrimination.

50. CRC expressed concern at the insufficient measures with regards to children with disabilities, recommending, inter alia, implementing alternatives to the institutionalization of disabled children and awareness-raising campaigns to reduce discrimination.

Stakeholders information
1. The Fiji Disabled Peoples Association (FDPA) urged the Government of the Republic of Fiji Islands to sign and ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD).

13. FDPA indicated that the Fiji National Council for Disabled Persons (FNCDP) Act was passed by the Parliament of Fiji in 1994, and acknowledged the measures taken to establish the Fiji National Council for Disabled Persons and for endorsing the Fiji Disability Policy.

14. FDPA indicated that awareness programmes must be conducted on the Fiji Disability Policy and adequate resources be allocated for its implementation. DFPA urged the Government and the Ministry of Women, the Ministry of Youth and the Ministry of  Education to take into serious consideration the issues that affect women, youth and children with disabilities.

18. FDPA indicated that in Fiji many public buildings and places are not accessible to people with disabilities although this is guaranteed in the Public Health National Building Code 2004, the Fiji Building Standards, the Biwako Millennium Framework Priority 5 and the CRPD.

48. FDPA indicated that people with disabilities, particularly people who have hearing or visual impairment or who are deaf or blind cannot access the information they need. FDPA urged the Government to ensure that all public information is accessible to persons with disabilities.

51. FDPA indicated that most persons with disabilities in Fiji are unemployed due to the lack of education/training and the attitudes of employers. FDPA urged the Government to work with disability organizations to change attitudes. They called for review and strengthening of the current Employment Promulgations Act section relating to disability.

54. FDPA indicated that health services are often inaccessible and are not properly equipped to assist persons with disabilities. Persons with mental illness are more vulnerable as there is limited community and family support and they are ill-treated by health professionals.

59. FDPA noted that most students with disabilities end up leaving school with a primary education only. ‘The Education for All’ is yet to be a reality for persons with disabilities. FDPA indicated that there are no special schools offering secondary level education in Fiji for people with disabilities. It urged the Government to ensure that all schools curricula are made accessible to children and people with disabilities.
ADVANCE QUESTIONS
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN & NORTHERN IRELAND-Question 7

Please elaborate on what measures you are taking to combat gender-based violence, discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation and to better ensure equality and access for the disabled. 
ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO FIJI – ADD.1
CZECH REPUBLIC-Question 1
How is ensured protection against discrimination of girls, children with disabilities, children in institutions? 
GERMANY-Question 2

According the CRC, there are widespread instances of discrimination against children with regard to access to education and health services, in particular against the girl-child, children with disabilities, children in institutional care, children living in rural areas, poor children and children out of wedlock. What are the plans of the government to address these inequalities? 

Working Group Report
A. Presentation by the State under review
25. Fiji also indicated that a new initiative was being pursued in 2010 to provide food vouchers to families eligible under the Family Assistance Allowance and who fall under the category of chronically ill, permanently disabled or elderly.
Conclusions and/or recommendations

71. The following recommendations will be examined by Fiji, which will provide responses in due course. The response of Fiji to the recommendations will be included in the outcome report adopted by the Human Rights Council at its fourteenth session:
5. To sign and ratify (Germany, Spain)/sign and/or ratify (Argentina) the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (Germany) and its Optional Protocol (Argentina, Spain), the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (Germany) and its Optional Protocol (Spain)/its two Optional Protocols (Argentina), the Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (Germany) and its Optional Protocol (Argentina, Spain), the International Convention for the Protection of all Persons from Enforced Disappearance (Argentina, Spain), the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol (Argentina, Spain),(…).

42. To enhance and, where appropriate, review the implementation of mediumand long-term strategies, including the Strategic Development Plan 2007-2011, the 2020 Plan for Indigenous Fijians, the National Policy for Persons Living with Disabilities 2008-2018 and the national AIDS strategy, inter alia, with a view to achieving further gains in the promotion and protection of human rights in the country (Malaysia);
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National Report
c) Persons with disabilities

51. In preventing and removing the disabling conditions which hinder the development of human beings, San Marino is engaged in promoting the highest possible autonomy of disabled people and their participation in the community life, as well as the possibility for them to exercise their fundamental rights.

52. With Law No. 141 of 21 November 1990 “Framework Law on the protection of rights and social integration of disabled people”, San Marino, implementing the fundamental principles enshrined in the Declaration and in international conventions to which the Republic is part, has introduced some policies to guarantee and protect human dignity and the rights to freedom and autonomy of disabled people.

53. In the 2007/2009 State Budget, San Marino has planned a multiyear project supporting people with disabilities to promote adequate information and awareness-raising campaigns, remove architectural barriers and verify the existing legislation on employment.

54. On the occasion of the appointment in 2007 of the first disabled Captain Regent in the history of San Marino, the Country also promoted a series of interventions to the infrastructures of the Historic Centre and institutional buildings aimed at removing architectural barriers.

55. San Marino legal system promotes and guarantees services and interventions for the prevention, treatment and rehabilitation of physical, psychological and sensory disabilities and for the encouragement of social, school and work integration of people with disabilities.

56. By adopting Law No. 24 of 12 February 1998, aimed at improving social and health care structures, both residential and semi-residential, San Marino has intended to guarantee adequate social and health assistance in favour of disabled people, encouraging the prevention of potential forms of marginalisation.

57. The Disabled Centre “Il Colore del Grano” is a care facility giving hospitality, even temporarily, to disabled adult people with serious or semi-serious psychological and physical disabilities, unable to live in a family context. Care and therapeutic interventions aim at meeting the educational, rehabilitation, care, relational, emotional and social needs of the guests. It also offers a support, during the day, to the families of disabled people.

58. In relation to the above-mentioned centre, the Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights, Thomas Hammarberg, stated in his report: “This institute was set up for day care and residency for children and adults suffering from intellectual disabilities. The environment was truly accommodated to the needs of the patients. All the technical equipment such as therapeutic bathing facilities, exercise rooms and activities were provided for. The positive physical environment was corroborated by quality technical aid and services. Educators, doctors and social workers worked hand in hand to provide the best assistance possible to these people with disabilities. […] The Commissioner hopes that such an institute could be replicated in other European States”.

59. Disabled people’s right to education is guaranteed through integration and support programs, carried out, if necessary, by assistance teachers relying on the technical advice of experts and under the aegis of the Minors’ Service.

60. Employment of persons with disabilities is envisaged by Law No. 71 of 29 May 1991. This Law reaffirms the right to work of people with disabilities and sets forth the conditions to exercise such a right and promote the professional advancement and employment of persons affected by serious disabilities or mental problems for training, therapeutic and social purposes.

61. At an international level, the Republic of San Marino has acceded to ILO Convention No. 159 on vocational rehabilitation and employment of disabled persons and has ratified the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on 29 January 2008.

67. Interventions are implemented by providing social and care assistance at home, according to a tailored project. They are aimed at contributing to the best conditions for non self-sufficient or disabled people, in particular in order to enable them to stay at their houses while being assisted and without risks. (…).

125. There are no groups in the country not enjoying the right to social security. However, the Government pays special attention to some groups considered particularly vulnerable or in any case more in need of assistance. In particular, the General Guidelines for the Health and Social Plan approved in 2005 include some specific provisions concerning children, young people and adolescents, elderly, disabled people and people affected by chronic diseases. All children have access to trained personnel for their care. (…).

127. In San Marino all eligible people are provided with the following services:

- invalidity benefits: in case of disabled or elderly people, an invalidity benefit guarantees a minimum monthly income. Such benefits are financed through general income taxation;

135. In San Marino, the problem of hunger and malnutrition has been completely solved. Possible poor families on the territory are assisted by public services and volunteer associations. In 2006, the State established the Social Credit Certification for people who live in a particularly disadvantaged family context. It provides for a sum to access public services or agreed services, to integrate or substitute the payment of bills, taxes, charges, medicines, prosthesis, treatment and assistance in general. This intervention is specifically directed at single income families with minor dependent children, at those families providing care for elderly or disabled family members, or households living on old age pensions.

143. In brief, the associations call upon the Government to:

d) update San Marino legislation on the professional training required for people who mostly deal with children, the elderly, ill and disabled people;

g) provide full implementation to the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Disabled People.

UN information
13. In 2009, the ILO Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations noted that Law No. 141 of 1990, aims at inter alia, promoting the integration of persons with disabilities in the labour market by means of quota systems, incentives for their recruitment and targeted professional training. The HR Committee welcomed the legislative and policy developments on various issues concerning disability, which enabled San Marino to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol in 2008.

37. CESCR highlighted in 2007 that the right to adequate housing is respected in San Marino and that 80 per cent of the population own the housing units in which they live. In 2003, CRC noted with appreciation that all children with disabilities were in regular schools with the exception of severely disabled children.

Stakeholders information
11. CoE
 Commissioner highlighted the positive steps taken by San Marino in relation to people with disabilities, including laws concerning the integration of children in schools and the introduction of adults in the labour market.
13. In 2008, CoE Commissioner recommended that San Marino establish procedural rules for involuntary confinement of persons with mental disabilities. He observed that San Marino does not provide a legal framework for involuntary confinement and stressed that legal provisions regulating such cases should be shaped to avoid the risk of arbitrariness.The European Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CoE CPT) expressed similar concerns in 2005.

37. In 2008, CoE Commissioner highlighted that San Marino has been held up as a model in the framework of the Council of Europe’s campaign to stop violence against women. He also highlighted measures taken by San Marino, which have helped to overcome the social stigma attached to people with disabilities, as well as the importance attached to the care provided to these people.
ADVANCE QUESTIONS
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN & NORTHERN IRELAND-Questions 3 and 5.
We would be grateful for information on action taken by the government of San Marino to implement the recommendations from the Council of Europe Commissioner in 2008 that San Marino establish procedural rules for involuntary confinement of persons with mental disabilities? Has a legal framework for involuntary confinement been established?
We are aware of domestic laws promoting the integration of persons with disabilities in the labour market and reaffirming the right of the disabled to work. We would be interested to know whether a quota system for the employment of persons with disabilities has been introduced; if so what incentives are currently being offered to companies that recruit them? 
ADVANCE QUESTIONS- ADD.1
GERMANY- Question 1.
Reports by the ILO Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations have indicated positive developments in the legislation concerning the integration of persons with disabilities into Sammarinese society. Nonetheless in regard of the implementation the need for action such as the facilitation of access to public buildings has not ceased (para. 13 of the OHCHR compilation A/HRC/WG.6/7/SMR/2, referencing doc. No. (ILOLEX) 092009SMR111, para. 3. and CCPR/C/SMR/CO/2, para. 3).Germany would like to know what measures San Marino has taken to realize its commitment to the above mentioned issue? 
Working Group report
A.Presentation by the State under review
23. Regarding the integration of persons with disabilities into the labour market, Law No. 71 of 1991 affirms the right to work of people with disabilities and sets forth the conditions for the exercise of that right. San Marino is finalizing a law providing for a partial reform.
26. As recommended by the Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights, San Marino adopted Law No. 57 of 2009, providing for a legal framework regarding the enforced hospitalization of persons with mental disorders. This law provides broad guarantees for the dignity of such persons, who are subject to mandatory health treatment. A special commission is responsible for the correct implementation of the law.

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review
31. Canada welcomed the positive steps taken by San Marino on behalf of people with disabilities. It noted that the Commissioner for Human Rights of the Council of Europe had indicated that there was no special entity in the Government entrusted with ensuring the rights of women. Canada also echoed the views of the Commissioner regarding the establishment of a new form of ombudsperson, as the current system could create potential conflicts of interest and limit potential long-term activities. Canada commended the leading role played by San Marino in putting an end to violence against women and encouraged it to engage actively on that issue within the Human Rights Council. Canada made recommendations.
33. The United States of America commended San Marino for its strong record in the area of human rights. It congratulated the country on its ratification of the Convention of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol thereto, whose implementation would enable San Marino to provide full access to the country’s buildings, as well as employment opportunities, to citizens and visitors with disabilities. The United States of America made recommendations.
35. Slovenia commended San Marino for its good human rights record and its best practice aimed at including in regular schools all children with disabilities, with the exception of severely disabled children. It asked for further information about measures taken to ensure that its domestic legislation was fully aligned with the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Slovenia echoed the concerns of the Human Rights Committee regarding the obligation that San Marino citizens from 16 to 60 years of age serve in the military in the event of a general mobilization. Slovenia made recommendations.
38. Spain highlighted the fact that San Marino had been one of the first countries in Europe to abolish the death penalty and recognized the Government’s achievements in terms of protecting persons with disabilities, including intellectual disabilities. (…).

42. Morocco welcomed the fact that international instruments ratified by San Marino prevailed over national law and noted with satisfaction the legislative framework concerning children's rights, including that set out in the Declaration on the Citizens’ Rights. Morocco welcomed the multiyear project for persons with disabilities. It asked whether San Marino intended to create a national human rights institution and about human rights education in the school system. Morocco made recommendations.

43. Turkey asked if the reform of San Marino’s criminal code would reflect the recommendations of the Human Rights Committee and requested the Government’s views regarding the need for a separate juvenile justice system. Turkey welcomed the 2008 law on violence against women and encouraged San Marino to consider the Committee’s recommendation concerning the adoption of programmes and practical measures to combat gender-based violence. Turkey also welcomed efforts to promote the rights of persons with disabilities and encouraged San Marino to establish an independent national human rights institution.

44. The Holy See stressed San Marino’s commitment to human rights protection in all spheres of society, as well as the conviction of the people of San Marino in that regard. The Holy See asked for further information about the scope of the 2008 charter on the rights of the elderly. The Holy See highlighted the efforts made by San Marino to protect the Rights of persons with disabilities and of born and unborn children. The Holy See also stressed the importance of the family in San Marino and made recommendations.

46. Mexico welcomed the progress made in protecting human rights, including with regard to social security, children and persons with disabilities. It highlighted the fact that San Marino had become a model for the campaign of the Council of Europe aimed at combating violence against women. With reference to volunteer initiatives to achieve the societal integration of female migrant workers, Mexico asked whether any governmental initiative existed in that regard, including any measures taken to reduce the risk of the exploitation of migrant workers. Mexico made recommendations.

47. Israel applauded San Marino’s efforts in the Council of Europe campaign Ahmed at ending violence against women, including the 2008 amendments to the Penal Code, and strongly encouraged the country to continue those efforts. Israel also commended San Marino in particular for the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the extensive measures taken to combat the social stigma attached to such persons. Israel made recommendations.
51. Belarus commended the determination of San Marino to promote human rights and noted its success with regard to health protection and the social integration of persons with disabilities, as well as its resolve to prevent racial discrimination and establish the principle of tolerance, as reflected in Law No. 66. Belarus noted the attachment of San Marino to combating violence against women. The amendment to the Criminal Code would ensure the legal basis for the fight against trafficking, and Belarus asked whether national legislation included the concept of trafficking and, if so, what the penalties were for that offence. Belarus made recommendations.
62. Concerning the facilitation of access to public buildings, San Marino had been removing architectural barriers from public buildings for a number of years, and all new public premises took into account the needs of disabled persons, in compliance with the Convention on Persons with Disabilities, ratified by San Marino in 2008.
Conclusions and/or recommendations

70. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below enjoy the support of San Marino:
4. To fully implement the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (United States of America);

5. To further integrate persons with disabilities into society (Germany);
71. The following recommendations will be examined by San Marino, which will provide responses in due course, but no later than the fourteenth session of the Human Rights Council, to be held in June 2010:
10. To update the legislation aimed at the training of persons who deal with children, the elderly, ill persons and disabled persons (United States of America);
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References to persons with disabilities in National report, UN information,  Stakeholders´ Information, advanced questions and Working Group report.

National Report
4. Several NGOs took part in the discussions of the report in July and August 2009, including: the Raduga association of mothers of children with disabilities; the Sana Sezim Legal Centre for Women’s Initiatives; the Committee on Penal Reform and Human Rights Monitoring; the Namys association of persons with disabilities;(…). 

138. One important feature of the Digital Library is that it is multilingual and userfriendly. The primary target readerships are rural communities and the most vulnerable segments of society, including persons with disabilities, pensioners, women, children, the poor and population groups without access to legal information.

149. The Government sets aside a minimum number of openings in institutions of higher education for students who fall into this category, such as children with disabilities, rural children and children without parental care.

150. Parliament is considering a bill that will, beginning in 2010, further increase child allowances, introduce monthly benefits equivalent to the minimum wage for parents (guardians) raising children with disabilities, and increase the special State benefit for mothers of large families.

B. Protection of persons with disabilities

167. Currently, there are 424,149 persons with disabilities in Kazakhstan, 45,582 of whom are children under the age of 16.

168. A working group was set up in 2008 by order of the Prime Minister to draft proposals conducive to the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol thereto, which Kazakhstan signed in December 2008.

169. It is worth noting that the State has done much to promote the social welfare of persons with special needs. For example, the law on social security for persons with disabilities in Kazakhstan provides for the systematic rehabilitation — medical, social and vocational — of persons with disabilities. Mandatory social security insurance against the risk of incapacitating disability was introduced in 2005.

170. Steps are being taken to overcome bureaucratic obstacles during the disability assessment process. For example, the list of physical impairments used as disability group standards that do not require periodic reassessment has been expanded from 27 to 44.

171. Steps are also being taken towards fully integrating persons with disabilities into society and reducing disability rates. There are 102 State medical and social institutions and 10 rehabilitation centres for persons with disabilities, 130 home help divisions for families with children with disabilities and 321 home help divisions for persons with disabilities and older persons. In accordance with individual needs, rehabilitation programmes offer prosthetic and orthopaedic assistance, special means of travel, auxiliary aids, health resort treatment, sign language interpretation and personal attendants.

172. Efforts are being made to offer employment opportunities to persons with disabilities. Local executive authorities set an employment quota — 3 per cent of all available jobs — for persons with disabilities, and create additional jobs by promoting the development of individual business enterprise and small and medium-sized firms.

173. The Government offers children with special needs comprehensive social, medical, remedial and special educational support from childbirth to adulthood, in accordance with the national law on the subject. New types of educational institutions have been established: mental health clinics (56); rehabilitation centres (15); psychological and special education centres (119) and speech therapy units (283).

174. The parents and legal guardians of children with special needs who are being raised and educated at home receive financial assistance. Parliament is considering a bill that provides for such people to be paid a wage, beginning in 2010.

175. A Government coordinating council on the social security of persons with disabilities includes members from non-governmental organizations. Its objective is to formulate recommendations on issues concerning the social security and the full integration into society of persons with disabilities.

UN information
9. CRC, while appreciating the significant efforts undertaken, encouraged Kazakhstan to continue and strengthen its efforts to combat all forms of discrimination and urged it to discontinue using vocabulary that stigmatizes children with disabilities and children born out of wedlock.

35. UNICEF reported that Millennium Development Goal 2 on education has been achieved, except for pre-primary education. The remaining challenges are to improve the quality of education and the inclusion of children with disabilities. (…).
Stakeholders information
12. (…). JS3
 further recommended, inter alia, the inclusion of HIV and drug dependence as conditions recognized as disabilities under domestic law, and to ensure that people with these conditions receive protection from discrimination on the basis of their health status.

40. JS1
 noted that state disability grants were available only for 1% of children and 3% of adult population of the country.  There was no special legislation that would ensure and protect the rights of disabled and elderly people except legislation on social support. JS1 recommended the adoption of special legislation on the rights of disabled and the rights of elderly people in compliance with relevant UN standards.
ADVANCE QUESTIONS- ADD.1
Argentina-Question 1

Argentina would like to know what measures the government is taking in order to protect children, especially HIV carriers who are often stigmatized and even abandoned, disabled children and children born out of matrimony. 

Cezch Republic- Question 5

How is ensured protection against discrimination of girls, children with disabilities, children in institutions or children born out of wedlock? 
Working Group Report
B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review
39. Nigeria welcomed Kazakhstan’s cooperation with the United Nations human rights system, including its regular reporting to treaty bodies and the standing invitation extended to special procedures. Nigeria applauded the provision of free education and the high literacy rate attained, and noted progress made in the areas health care, including for persons with disabilities; housing; employment; and the fight against trafficking. It praised the achievement of Millennium Development goals related to poverty reduction and urged the consolidation of national institutions.
69. Parliament was currently considering the adoption of five draft laws related to the protection of children’s rights. New methods of inclusive education had been employed for the integration of children with disabilities. More than 12 000 children with disabilities studied in public schools and kindergartens, and several regions provided distance education for children with special needs. A quota system was in place to ensure access for children with special needs to colleges and universities.
72. Germany inquired, with regard to the achievement of Millennium Development Goals in the area of education, about measures taken to meet the remaining challenges in terms of pre-primary education, the quality of education and the inclusion of disabled children. Germany made recommendations.
85. Qatar noted that Kazakhstan had taken significant steps towards the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals and the protection of human rights, including in the areas of poverty reduction and education. Noting that Kazakhstan had signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Qatar asked about the time frame for its ratification. Qatar made a recommendation.
Conclusions and/or recommendations

95. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below enjoy the support of Kazakhstan:

1. To accomplish human rights voluntary goals as established by Human Rights Council resolution 9/12, including the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol thereto (Brazil);
3. To consider ratifying (Slovenia)/ratify (Republic of Korea) the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities;

4. To consider ratifying the Convention on the Rights of persons with disabilities, to which Kazakhstan is already a signatory, although the ongoing work being done in the country to protect the rights of persons with disabilities are noted (Thailand);
11. To continue efforts to improve the national legislation and law enforcement measures aimed at the promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities (Egypt);

12. To continue the work being done to improve national legislation and law enforcement practices in the field of protecting the rights of disabled persons, according due consideration to generally acknowledged international standards (Islamic Republic of Iran);
28. To strengthen measures aimed at eliminating child labour; to protect girls, children with disabilities, children in institutions and children born out of wedlock against discrimination; and to increase the attention accorded to protecting the rights of the child in the area of juvenile justice (Czech Republic);
38. To ensure the use of vocabulary that does not stigmatize children with disabilities or children born out of wedlock (Slovenia);

85. To continue its efforts to guarantee social protection for persons with disabilities and their full integration into society (Kyrgyzstan);
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National Report
7. The State of Angola is a signatory to many international human rights treaties, to which it is in the process of adding the following: (…); the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol.

11. The Government’s welfare and special protection policies envisage individualized or specialized attention for persons with disabilities, the elderly and the sick, as well as persons belonging to minorities, within the broader objective of ensuring human survival, protection and development within the law.

46. Citizen participation in public and political life is a fundamental right enshrined in the Constitution Act and is limited only in the case of persons unable to vote (such as persons with mental disabilities, detainees whose sentences have been confirmed and persons sentenced to prison terms). The electoral law also limits the participation of military and paramilitary personnel, law officers, public prosecutors and the Promoter of Justice, because of the nature of their positions. Citizens exert political power through the election of their representatives by universal suffrage and through other democratic forms of participating in the life of the nation.

3. Persons with disabilities

62. In 2005, there were 170,000 persons with disabilities in Angola, mostly aged from 25 to 44 and 56 per cent of whom were male. Among them, 62 per cent suffered from motor disabilities, 28 per cent from sensory disabilities and 10 per cent from mental disabilities. Of those with motor disabilities, 75 per cent were due to amputation resulting from contact with explosive devices, especially mines, while 22 per cent suffered from poliomyelitis. The provinces with the greatest concentration of persons with disabilities are: Kuanza Sul (11.75 per cent); Luanda (9.55 per cent); Benguela (8.65 per cent); Lunda Norte (7.81 per cent); and Huambo (7.1 per cent).

63. Under public policy, persons with disabilities benefit from special services, especially targeting physical rehabilitation, schooling, vocational technical training, work orientation and psychosocial counselling aimed at reinsertion in the community without discrimination or stigmatization. In the years 2005–2006, 20,877 persons with disabilities were looked after, 30 per cent of the total objective for those years.

114. The 3,182 teachers who work in special education receive continual training. Nevertheless, only half those in need of such education are covered. In 2007, 16,393 pupils were enrolled, of whom 7,332 were female. The most common disabilities are deafness (8,110 pupils), mental disorders (5,022) and sight impairment (3,261). Projects being implemented include: the standardization of sign language, the setting up of a national centre to diagnose and monitor pupils with special education needs; the adaptation of curricula; the publication of a manual on deafness and the digital dictionary (versions 1 and 2).
UN information
8. In 2004, the Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) expressed concern at discrimination faced by children with disabilities, girls, and children belonging to the San communities. It recommended that Angola take legislative measures explicitly to prohibit all forms of discrimination; and undertake actions, including awareness-raising and educational campaigns, to reduce and prevent discrimination in practice, particularly against girls.

37. In 2008, CESCR noted with concern that the current social security system does not ensure access for all workers and that the amount of social security benefits do not enable workers and other families to enjoy an adequate standard of living. CESCR recommended that Angola take all necessary measures to ensure access for all workers to the social security system; progressively increase the amounts of social security benefits so as to enable workers and their families to enjoy an adequate standard of living; take immediate steps to incorporate non– contributory benefits for those who are unable to pay social security contributions and are therefore still not covered by social security, including the unemployed, persons with disabilities, older persons and other disadvantaged and marginalized individuals and groups.

Stakeholders information
41. JS1
 reported that health is not considered as a priority. Although the net amounts had increased, the budget allocated to health decreased from about 5% in 2004 to less than 4% in 2006. The budgets allocated to both education and health, put together, are still lower than those of the police or the army. There is insufficient infrastructure, equipments, medicines, and qualified health personnel, and a lack of qualified personnel to work with persons with disabilities. It recommended a greater investment in health, taking into account the community needs in health services delivery; and reopening the National Institute for the Rehabilitation of people with disabilities.
ADVANCE QUESTIONS
Hungary-Question 1

Hungary appreciates that Angola as a sign of her commitment to protect human rights ratified numerous international conventions (ICESCR, ICCPR, CEDAW, CRC, etc.) In 2004, the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women encouraged Angola to consider ratifying the other core human rights treaties including the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD), the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CPRD). Does Angola intend to ratify these treaties as recommended by the relevant treaty body? 
Working Group Report


A. Presentation by the State under review
9. Dans le secteur de l’éducation, le gouvernement a lancé le Plan national de reconstruction du système d’enseignement, en vue de la réhabilitation, la consolidation et l’expansion du système, avec pour objectif d’atteindre un taux brut de scolarisation primaire supérieur à 127 pour cent en 2010 et une réduction de 77 pour cent du taux d’analphabétisme. Concernant les programmes d’éducation spéciale destinés aux handicapés, en plus des projets en cours, tels que l’uniformisation de la langue gestuelle, la création du Centre national de diagnostic et de suivi des élèves ayant des besoins éducatifs spécifiques, l’éducation spéciale dispose de 3.128 professeurs, mais ceci couvre moins 50 pour cent de la population cible.

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review
46. La recommandation du Brésil concernant l’adhésion à la Convention sur l’élimination de toutes les formes de discrimination raciale, la Convention sur les droits des personnes handicapées, la Convention contre la torture et le Protocole y relatif, le 2ème Protocole facultatif relatif au Pacte international sur les droits civils et politiques visant à abolir la peine de mort, sera dûment prise en compte.

59. Mexico welcomed the will of Angolan Government to create a culture of human rights within the country. In view of the situation of vulnerable groups, Mexico asked for further information about the progress made in the reform of the criminal code and about measures taken to eliminate discrimination against minors with disabilities and to prohibit corporal punishment and the trafficking in minors, and measures aimed at the registration of children at birth. It also requested information about measures to promote and Project women’s rights. Mexico made recommendations.
73. Philippines acknowledged that, despite the challenges that Angola faced in ensuring comprehensive human development, the country was committed to strengthening human rights. Angola needed the continued assistance of the international community in providing free high-quality education and basic health care to its people. Philippines congratulated Angola on having abolished the death penalty and on its initiatives concerning disabled persons’ rights. Philippines made recommendations.

80. Côte d’Ivoire encouraged Angola to continue its processes of national reconciliation, reconstruction and the reintegration of former soldiers. Côte d’Ivoire also encouraged Angola to continue and step up its special education programmes for persons with disabilities, in order to improve their living conditions. It made recommendations.

Conclusions and/or Recommendations

87. The following recommendations will be examined by Angola, which will provide

responses in due course, but no later than the fourteenth session of the Human Rights Council, to be held in June 2010. The responses made by Angola to those recommendations will be included in the outcome report adopted by the Council at its fourteenth session.

1. To consider ratifying ICERD, CRPD, CAT, the Optional Protocols to ICCPR (OP-2), to CAT and CRPD, the Rome Statute, the Palermo Protocol and the Convention for the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (Brazil);

17. To sign and ratify CED, the Optional Protocol to ICESCR, CRPD and the Optional Protocol thereto (Spain);

20. To consider ratifying ICERD, CAT and CRPD and the Optional Protocol thereto, as a further step towards fulfilling its pledge to advance human rights (Republic of Korea);

21. To step up the accession process under way and the ratification of a number of international instruments, in particular ICERD, CAT and CRPD and the Optional Protocol thereto (Côte d’Ivoire);

24. To join CRPD in order to protect persons with disabilities in Angola (Iraq);

47. To take legislative measures to explicitly prohibit all forms of discrimination, in particular against children with disabilities, girls and children belonging to the San communities, and to effectively protect children accused of witchcraft (Czech Republic);

118. To consolidate its plans for peace, stability and reconstruction, and to accelerate the implementation of its programmes for persons with disabilities so as to guarantee their physical, social and economic rehabilitation and the enjoyment of their other fundamental rights (Syrian Arab Republic);

143. To implement social safety net programmes and increase funding for seniors and the handicapped (Zimbabwe);
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National Report
10. The most recent legislations on Human Rights are as follow: 

 Protection of the Disabled; 

58. The Judiciary has had close cooperation with NGOs active in promotion of human rights since 1997. This cooperative relationship takes place by receiving consultations on vulnerable segments of the society, including women, children and the disabled. The Judiciary has benefitted from their assistance in organizing international training workshops and participating in international meetings. 
74. Iran has acceded to the following human rights treaties and conventions: 

International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; 

109. Promoting education of girls, reducing the gender gap, providing legal protection to children, including children born out of wedlock, amending certain legislations relating to children, expanding pre-elementary education, protections before and after birth, increasing the participation of children in decision-making, paying attention to their views by establishing students’ parliament, prohibition of torture and other cruel punishments, access to proper information, raising awareness and sensitivity among teachers toward the rights of the child, holding training courses and workshops on the rights of the child, implementing joint projects with UNICEF, providing health care and services, free food for students and disabled children, providing safe houses for street children, access to 100 per cent of urban residents and more than 87 per cent of rural population to health facilities are all among the important measures taken by the government in promoting the rights of the child. These measures were commended by chairperson and members of the Committee on the Rights of the Child after presenting the report of Iran. 

5. Rights of the Disabled 

112. According to the latest statistics by the World Health Organization, the population of the disabled in Iran is close to 3 million people, most of whom are the disabled of the war imposed on Iran for 8 years, and of the actions by terrorist groups. With the passage of a comprehensive legislation for the protection of the disabled in 2004, extensive efforts have been made to mitigate the material and psychological problems of this segment of the population. Creation of a medical fund for the treatment of the disabled, providing special employment facilities, housing and sports for the disabled are among the measure taken over the recent years. 

UN information
71. CRC was concerned at the low number of disabled children attending school and lack of information on attempts at integration.

Stakeholders information
55. The Iranian Stable Family Association cited unemployment and poverty among the reasons for youth crime. It also called for training of female entrepreneurs; education planning with regards to the needs of the labour market; and for attention to the training of groups with special conditions such as the handicapped and prisoners.

57. The Charitable Institute for Social Victims noted that men, single individuals, poorly educated migrants, the poor/beggars, low-income individuals or temporary workers, people with disabilities and addicts were more susceptible to homelessness. It acknowledged the implementation of several projects for welfare, social and family support, expressing hope that in the long run, their implementation would reduce homelessness.

76. The Muslim Women Justice Assembly noted that people with disabilities were supported. In Iran, those injured in the war with a neighbouring country were among the people with disabilities, leading to more serious protection in accordance with various laws. The Mazandaran Red Crescent Youth Organization noted that most people with disabilities could perform ordinary activities.
Working Group Report
A. Presentation by the State under review

16. On the national level, the delegation cited the role of the Iranian parliament in promoting human rights through legislation and the establishment of new programmes. It also cited the human rights structures of parliament as described in Iran’s national report. Among the issues addressed by recent legislative acts of parliament, the delegation cited, inter alia, citizenship rights; the rights of women and children, religious and ethnic minorities and disabled persons; freedom of expression; human trafficking; and social security. Programmes and laws currently under consideration were related to issues including the protection of children, young adults and victims of crime, judicial reform and criminal law reform.

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

30. Lebanon noted efforts to promote the socio-economic and political rights of women and to promote and protect the rights of children and disabled persons at the legislative and practical levels. It welcomed the results achieved regarding access to education, despite various obstacles.

35. Pakistan noted Iran’s constitutional provisions and laws guaranteeing human rights and the elaborate judicial system, the High Council on Human Rights and the proposed national human rights institution, as well as the high standards set in the area of economic, social and cultural rights, particularly health care, social security, high literacy rates and the rights of disabled persons. It encouraged Iran to take all steps necessary, in accordance with the laws of the land and international obligations, to ensure the protection of its citizens’ rights.

39. Japan welcomed efforts to expand the rights of women and the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. It hoped that Iran would soon ratify the Convention against Torture and CEDAW. It noted with concern reports of repression and increasing incidents limiting freedom of expression, as well as the arrest, detention and execution of political activists.

53. Kazakhstan noted Iran’s history, culture and educated population, which bore the hallmarks of a free society. Recognizing the country’s challenges, it commended the steps taken to establish national institutions to address human rights, capacity-building and new legislation, to review existing laws and to promote civil society engagement. It noted Iran’s ratification of core international human rights treaties. It expressed appreciation for steps taken to promote social, economic and cultural rights, including with regard to education and health. It asked about measures to guarantee the rights of disabled persons.

Conclusions and/or recommendations

90. The recommendations listed below enjoy the support of Iran, out of which recommendations 102 to 123 Iran considers as already implemented or in the process of implementation:

7. Enhance efforts to further promote economic and social rights, as well as the rights of vulnerable groups, including women, children and people with disabilities (Viet Nam);

36. Continue to improve its policies and programmes to advance the status of women and girls, and protect children, including those with disabilities (Indonesia);

37. Take further concrete steps to promote the rights of disabled persons (Kazakhstan);

38. Continue its efforts to support persons with disabilities and integrate them in society on an equal footing, as real social partners (Kuwait);

85. Share its experience and best practices with other interested countries, regarding the protection and consolidation of the rights of persons with disabilities (Pakistan);
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National Report (report available at French)
3. Les droits des personnes handicapées

158. Madagascar a signé la Convention Internationale relative aux droits des personnes handicapées le 25 septembre 2007. Des actions sont menées en vue de sa ratification. 

159. La loi n° 97-044 du 02 février 1998 sur les personnes vivant avec un handicap garantit le droit à l’éducation des personnes vivant avec un handicap. Le décret d’application n° 2001-162 du 21 février 2001 stipule en son article 17 : «Les enfants et les adolescents handicapés bénéficient d’une éducation normale en milieu scolaire ordinaire. En cas de besoin, selon le type et le degré de gravité de leur déficience, l’éducation en milieu spécialisé peut être envisagée». Il permet en outre aux handicapés l’utilisation de machine à écrire ou du braille lors des examens. Enfin, une étude des épreuves spéciales à l’intention des personnes vivant avec un handicap a été élaborée au cours de l’année 2007. 

160. Sur la base d’enquêtes menées par le Ministère de la Santé en 2003 et 2004/2005, la prévalence globale du handicap est estimée à 7,5 %, soit 1 347 150 de personnes en 2007. Une centaine d’associations sont regroupées au sein du Collectif des Organisations pour les Personnes Handicapées (COPH). Ce collectif bénéficie d’une aide auprès des organismes internationaux dont Handicap International. 

161. En collaboration avec Handicap International et l’UNICEF, le Ministère de l’Education Nationale développe un programme d’«éducation inclusive». Le programme vise à intégrer les enfants vivant avec un handicap dans des classes normales. Ce programme touche 15 CISCO dans 9 régions avec 44 classes dites intégrées. On compte 7 élèves handicapés par classe. 

162. De plus, Madagascar dispose de onze (11) centres d’éducation spécialisée pour handicapés dont un (1) public et dix (10) privés. 

163. La Commune de Diégo et Handicap International ont signé une convention de partenariat pour faciliter le déplacement et l’accès aux services dans la ville. 

UN information
2. (…). CEDAW encouraged Madagascar to ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women as soon as possible and to consider ratifying the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, the International Convention on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

61. UNICEF also indicated an improvement in child mortality figures and that some progress has been made to protect children against all forms of violence. The HR Committee welcomed the efforts undertaken to improve the situation of certain categories of vulnerable groups, in particular persons infected with the HIV/AIDS virus and persons with disabilities.
Working Group Report
B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

68. Turkey noted that Madagascar was party to most human rights instruments. It welcomed the establishment of a mediator and a National Human Rights Council, and encouraged Madagascar to implement them in cooperation with the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. It also welcomed the legislative reforms concerning family law and the elimination of discrimination against women, as well as the adoption of a National Plan for the Education of Girls and the programme on “inclusive education” for children with disabilities. Turkey acknowledged existing challenges to the registration of children, as cited by the Committee on the Rights of the Child, and encouraged the re-establishment of the Registry on Civil Status so that every child would be registered at birth. It requested information about reform legislation concerning measures providing alternatives to incarceration. It encouraged Madagascar to intensify its efforts to implement the national plan for women’s equality and requested information about measures taken regarding that policy. It hoped that the cooperation with United Nations human rights mechanisms would continue and welcomed Madagascar’s willingness to continue its dialogue with treaty bodies.

Conclusions and/or recommendations

72. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue have been examined by Madagascar, and the recommendations listed below enjoy its support:

2. To promptly ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol (Spain) (Argentina);
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References to persons with disabilities in National report, UN information Stakeholders´ information and Working Group report. 
National Report
20. The Republic of Iraq has completed the domestic formalities for ratification of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and of the Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and is in the process of depositing the instruments of ratification. The process of ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities is under way.

Civil society institutions

40. Civil society institutions provide an important national mechanism for protecting, promoting and defending human rights, particularly human rights advocacy and education. These institutions operate in a wide range of areas and include organizations which focus on specific issues such as women, children’s rights, the rights of persons with disabilities and prisoners’ rights. There are thought to be more than 6,000 such institutions.
53. Owing to the special circumstances created in Iraq as a result of over two decades of war and more than a decade of economic sanctions, the number of persons with disabilities is higher than the international average. The Constitution guarantees that the State will safeguard the rights of persons with disabilities (art. 32). The Iraqi Government attaches particular importance to this category of persons. A certain proportion of Government positions are assigned to persons with disabilities, relevant legislation has been enacted, with the support of non-governmental organizations which work on disability issues, and conferences and workshops have been held to raise awareness of the rights of persons with disabilities and to promote their integration into society.

54. The domestic procedures for accession to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities are being completed. The Council of Representatives has before it a bill on the establishment of a national body for the welfare of persons with disabilities.
Civil society organizations

95. Ever since April 2003, political support has been given for efforts to change the relationship between the authorities and society, with a key focus on the freedom to establish and to join associations. To that end, Order No. 45 of 2003 was issued, regulating the work of non-governmental organizations, which have grown rapidly in quantitative and qualitative terms. These organizations work throughout Iraq and number more than 6,000. They deal with a diverse and broad range of areas, including the protection and promotion of a human rights culture and the rights of specific groups such as women, children and persons with disabilities. The organizations play a major role in promoting democracy and in encouraging participation in national elections. They also make an important contribution to construction and reconstruction, and even to addressing unresolved issues.

Terrorism

103. Terrorism poses a major challenge to the Government’s human rights policy, since continuous terrorism operations create a tense atmosphere which lends itself to human rights violations. Between 2004 and 2008, Iraq was subjected to a wave of violence which undermined several meaningful initiatives and led to a series of grave and systematic violations of international human rights law and of fundamental rights, including the right to life. The violence, which mainly affected innocent civilians, in particular women, children, older persons and persons with disabilities, took the form of abductions, forced disappearances, illegal detention, the destruction of economic facilities and infrastructure, as well as places of worship, schools, universities and transport, communications, electricity, fuel and water networks, together with attacks against ethnic and religious minorities.

Commitments and pledges
• Accede to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
UN information
13. In 1998, CRC was concerned about the availability of facilities and services for persons with disabilities.

Stakeholders information
12. ICRN
 informed that the International Compact with Iraq contains some provisions that would strengthen the rights environment for children many of which are presently denied their rights for reasons of ethnicity, gender, disability, and their or their parents’ religious beliefs.

13. JS1
 reported about the increase in the number of disabled persons due to violence and the absence of care and rehabilitation services for them. It recommended the adoption of a law on persons with disabilities.

45. (…). According to JS7
, sudden curfews and flare ups of violence affected the children and interrupted their education and there are no proper education facilities for children with special educational needs and no adequate education services for children with physical disabilities.
Working Group Report
B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review
30. New Zealand welcomed the reduction in maternal mortality. It asked for an update on the process of ratifying the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. It was concerned that the Supreme National Commission for Accountability had disbarred candidates for the 2010 elections without justification. It was troubled by “honour” killings and regretted that, legally, a motive of “honour” could be a mitigating factor. It noted with concern the execution of prisoners. Some visits by special procedures remain outstanding. It made recommendations.
31. Tunisia noted the constitutional principles aimed at ensuring equality, nondiscrimination, the independence of the judiciary and the enjoyment of civil and political rights. It referred to the care taken in establishing strategies for promoting women’s rights and the rights of the disabled, despite difficult circumstances in Iraq. It noted the pioneering experience in establishing a culture of human rights among children in schools. Tunisia made a recommendation.

39. Turkey welcomed the International Covenant for Iraq, aimed at providing stronger legal and institutional protection, particularly for vulnerable groups such as minorities, internally displaced persons, women and children. Turkey believed that democratic elections would provide an opportunity to establish a representative parliament and noted that attempts to exclude certain groups from the elections had the potential to create instability. It asked for further information about the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
Conclusions and/or recommendations

81. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below enjoy the support of Iraq:

1. Consider the possibility of ratifying more human rights treaties, such as the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Convention relating to the Status of Refugees (Algeria);

2. Complete the process already started by Iraq, of accession and ratification of international conventions and treaties, in particular the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Sudan);

82. The following recommendations will be examined by Iraq, which will provide responses in due time. The response of Iraq to these recommendations will be included in the outcome report adopted by the Human Rights Council at its fourteenth session:

3. Sign and ratify the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and its Optional Protocol; Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; Second Optional Protocol to the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance; Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women; Optional Protocol of the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol (Spain);

Voluntary Pledges and commitments
89. Accede to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
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References to persons with disabilities in National report, UN information,  Stakeholders´ information, Advanced questions and Working Group report.

National Report
9. By ratifying the Third Additional Protocol to the Geneva Conventions, the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol and by signing the United Nations Convention for the Protection of all Persons from Enforced Disappearance, Slovenia fulfilled the obligations as assumed upon announcing its candidature for the membership of the Human Rights Council. (…).

14. Article 14 of the Constitution stipulates that everyone shall be guaranteed equal human rights and fundamental freedoms irrespective of national origin, race, sex, language, religion, political or other conviction, material standing, birth, education, social status, disability or any other personal circumstance. Article 14, paragraph 2, stipulates that all are equal before the law. (…).

3. Rights of persons with disabilities 

25. To ensure the enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms of persons with disabilities on an equal footing, a number of regulations in the field of education, employment, health care, removing communication obstacles and environmental barriers, self-organizing of persons with disabilities and providing financial assistance for their personal needs was adopted. Major programmes, regulations and measures adopted in recent years include: 

 Government Action Programme for Persons with Disabilities 2007–2013: based on the principles of ensuring equal opportunities, prohibiting discrimination on the basis of disability and ensure accessibility as a precondition for the implementation of rights and social inclusion of persons with disabilities. The Programme includes twelve basic goals with specific implementing measures. Relevant ministries are obliged to report to the Government every year on the implementation. One of the key objectives of the Programme is indiscriminatory provision of access to work and employment for persons with disabilities in an open, inclusive and accessible work environment; 

 The Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment of Disabled Persons Act regulates the right to rehabilitation, supported employment, incentives for employment in the open labour market, employment in sheltered workshops and job centres, quota system, etc. The Act significantly improved the situation of persons with disabilities in the labour market. Gaming proceeds were earmarked for the work of organisations specialising in disability issues and humanitarian organisations; 

 Certain rights of persons with disabilities have been included in a number of regulations applicable to health care, disability insurance, parental benefit, education and training and taxation; 

 In April 2008, Slovenia ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol; 

 During its Presidency of the EU Council, Slovenia drafted the Resolution on the Situation of Persons with Disabilities in the European Union and organised a presidential conference with an informal ministerial meeting on the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in the Member States; 

 Organisations specialising in disability issues play a significant role in the development of disability policy in Slovenia. 

33. In March 2008, the Family Violence Prevention Act entered into force which defines physical, sexual, psychological and economic violence and disregard to provide due care to family members. Children, elderly and disabled persons enjoy special protection against violence. If the victim of violence is a child, anyone is obliged to inform a social work centre, the police or the state prosecutor’s office accordingly. (…).

51. Slovenia combats poverty with various statutory and programme measures. According to the Parental Protection and Family Benefits Act33, families with three or more children are entitled to a large family allowance, paid once a year as a lump sum. In single-parent families, child benefit is increased by 10 per cent, and financial social assistance by 30 per cent pursuant to the Social Security Act34. Other measures to combat poverty include subsidised rents; subsidised pre-school care; subsidised transport for students, textbook funds and scholarships; active employment policy programmes and experimental programmes under the EQUAL initiative for the employment of vulnerable groups (disabled persons, migrants, Roma); free legal assistance; personal income tax relief and relief from certain other taxes; and exemption from payment for compulsory health insurance. (…). 

52. The Constitution guarantees fundamental rights pertaining to education. According to the Constitution, physically or mentally handicapped children and other severely disabled persons have the right to education and training for an active life in society. (…). 

54. Health legislation provides for health care that is equal, appropriate, of high quality and safe. The Patients Rights Act stipulates the rights of patients as users of health care services in their relations with health care providers and the procedures for the exercise of these rights. The Ministry of Health identified the protection of rights of vulnerable population groups as a priority in the area of health protection and human rights, with a special emphasis on people with mental disorders, people with serious chronic illnesses and elderly people, on the rights related to advances in biomedicine, activities focusing on health promotion and the prevention of addiction and other illnesses, as well as comprehensive health care and combating exclusion. The Mental Health Act provides for the protection of rights of persons with a mental disorder in all kinds of treatment on closely supervised wards of psychiatric hospitals, closed wards of social welfare institutions and under supervised treatment, and determines involuntary hospitalisation procedures. Owing to an ever increasing need for geriatric services, the Ministry of Health is - in collaboration with other relevant ministries - drafting the legal bases for prolonged health care and comprehensive care for the elderly, especially those with cognitive disorders. The entire population enjoys equal rights arising from compulsory health insurance and voluntary health insurance. 

57. The Government has been resolving the housing issue of young families pursuant to the National Housing Saving Scheme Act by subsidising young families when buying, building, reconstructing or converting their first apartment. The Housing Fund of the Republic of Slovenia publishes an annual call for applications for subsidies to young families; about 2,000 families have already benefited from this scheme. Non-profit rental apartments are allocated also through municipal calls for applications, in which priority is given to vulnerable groups, such as young people and families, large families, disabled persons and their families, citizens with long work experience who lack appropriate housing, and individuals engaging in activities of special importance for the local community. With a view to providing housing for the retired, a real-estate fund of the pension and disability insurance has been set up, having at its disposal more than 3,000 rental apartments intended to resolve housing issues of retired persons. 

3. Rights of persons with disabilities 

67. In 2003, the Federation of Disabled Workers of Slovenia prepared the project of “a disabled-friendly municipality”, encouraging municipalities to actively respond to needs of citizens with disabilities. By the end of 2008 this title was awarded to 9 municipalities, which had to analyse the situation, together with local organisations of persons with disabilities, and adopt programmes of action. The awarded municipalities must submit annual reports on the implementation of the action programme to the Federation. 

70. The Division for Minority Cultural Rights at the Ministry of Culture has been systematically creating conditions for the protection of cultural rights of national and other ethnic communities and immigrants. In 2005, the Ministry established an internal working group on human rights which deliberates on the exercising of cultural rights as a category of human rights. The Association of Museums of Slovenia is preparing a handbook entitled “Designing an accessible museum”, which will encourage better accessibility of disabled and elderly persons to museum collections. 

71. The Slovenian authorities are endeavouring to grant all people living on Slovenian territory all human rights and freedoms guaranteed by the Constitution and international agreements that are binding on the Republic of Slovenia. Special attention is devoted to children’s and women’s rights, rights of persons with disabilities and members of national and other ethnic communities. The Government is giving priority to the outstanding issues of trial within a reasonable time (reduction in court backlogs), persons who were transferred from the register of permanent residence following Slovenia’s gaining independence to the register of aliens, and improving the rights of same-sex partnerships. Particular attention is dedicated to regular dialogue with bodies established by human rights treaties and other human rights mechanisms at the regional and universal levels. 

UN information
28. In 2007, the ILO Committee of Experts noted the adoption of the Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment of Disabled Persons Act (No. 100/2004), which, inter alia, prohibits direct and indirect discrimination in the employment of persons with disabilities, during the employment relationship and with respect to the termination of employment. The Act Amending the Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment of Disabled Persons Act (No. 72/2005) provides that employers must consider the ILO code of practice on managing disability in the workplace so as to ensure equal opportunities of persons with disabilities in employment.

32. (…), CRC was concerned about the high school dropout rate in secondary education and recommended that Slovenia take measures to address the high dropout rate in secondary education. It encouraged Slovenia to address the low enrolment of female children with disabilities in school.
Stakeholders information
1.Association for the Theory and Culture of Handicap (YHD) stated that Slovenia had mistranslated concepts and meanings from the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in its current policy, and, for instance, “personal assistance”, well known concept with clear definitions in the European and international context, was ignored and translated as “personal help”.

5. YHD noted that there is no practice of mainstreaming in the field of disability, and questions concerning education, health, housing, discrimination, employment, equal opportunities, and gender regarding persons living with disabilities are forwarded to the Directorate for the Disabled, and are thus resolved (if they are) in the frame of narrow disability policy. The Directorate for Disabled doesn’t let any questions concerning rights of persons with disabilities to be brought into public debate.

12. In 2005, the CoE-Commissioner welcomed the plans for the improvement of social institutions and the community-based approach adopted in caring for persons with disabilities in social institutions. The Ombudsman considered the State was not committed and efficient enough to apply the principle of equal opportunities and equal treatment, and prevent discrimination experienced by the persons living with disabilities in various spheres of their life. It suggested a regulatory framework aimed at providing additional financial resources; reasonable adjustments of the study process to students with special needs; redefining the level of disability necessary for a parking card; and to improve the control over the use of the parking spaces for persons living with disabilities.

14. The Ombudsman informed of its visits to prison centres, the re-education centre, police stations, specially protected departments of mental hospitals and social care institutions and reported that the situation is the worst in prisons, highlighting unacceptable conditions, including a severe lack of personnel and means necessary for the work of prison guards. Regarding the conditions of detained persons suffering from mental disturbance or illness, it stated that psychiatric hospitals have begun to reject patients since hospitals do not have suitable space and staff resources.

27. Regarding the Act on disability organizations, YHD said a disability organization can only be an organization which fulfills very difficult criteria, privileging old disability organizations which are usually organized according to medical diagnosis (association of paraplegics, dystrophy, blind, deaf, etc.), and thus force persons living with disabilities to turn to those with questions. YHD added that small grass-root organizations without the status according to the Act, are not eligible for funding for example by the Lottery Foundation, where organizations are automatically denied funding if they don’t have the status.

31. YHD stated that Slovenia’s 2006 Employment and Vocational Rehabilitation of Disabled People Act deliberately excludes persons living with disabilities who have an “invalid” status under the Social Care for Physically and Mentally Disabled People Act (1983). They are marked as incapable for independent life and work, and are thus excluded from any form of vocational rehabilitation, and any other services and rights that would help them in the employment.

33. The Ombudsman cited systemic shortcomings in the pension and disability insurance. It said the National Assembly instructed the government to prepare a new, updated list of physical disabilities, but the inadequate list from 1983 is still in use.

35. The Ombudsman recommended the rationalisation of the activities of social work centres, the provision for sufficient financial resources, and the immediate tackling of the issue of understaffing. SRI recommended improving mental health services for women in public hospitals, including to adequate training of staff and professionals on gender issues and multicultural sensitivity, and actively involving NGOs in plans of improving the quality and conditions in public mental health services for women. Regarding persons living with disabilities, YHD stated that new institutions are still being built and old renovated, and many persons with disabilities are confined to these as the only possibility, while community services are still very few.

39. In 2006, the CoE-ECRI
 strongly recommended that Slovenia ensure that all measures provided for in the “Strategy for the Education of Roma in the Republic of Slovenia” are implemented in practice and that time frames, resources, responsibilities, outcomes and monitoring mechanisms are clearly set out in order to facilitate implementation. It urged Slovenia to ensure that no Roma child without learning disabilities is sent to a special needs school. It recommended that Slovenia strengthen efforts to recruit a number of Roma teaching assistants that meets the needs, improve participation of Roma children in pre-school education, extend provision of Romany language classes, ensure that curricula for all children reflect Roma culture, history and identity and promote appreciation for diversity.
ADVANCED QUESTIONS-ADD.1
CZECH REPUBLIC-Question 1

What specific measures has the Government adopted to strengthen effective protection against discrimination with regard to women, national minorities, persons of minority sexual orientation or gender identity and persons with disabilities?
Working Group Report
A. Presentation by the State under review
9. The public debate on a new Act on Equal Opportunities for People with Disabilities, expected to be adopted later this year, has just concluded. In addition, a new Placement of Children with Special Needs Act has just been launched.

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review
61. Morocco welcomed efforts to guarantee children’s rights, including the establishment of a Deputy Ombudsman for protecting such rights and the launching of the first programme for children and young people, for the period 2006-2016. Morocco noted the programme of action for persons with disabilities, for the period 2007-2013, and the project entitled “Disabled-friendly municipalities”, stating that those programmes were good examples and that their successful implementation should be shared and disseminated. Morocco made a recommendation.

85. The Philippines welcomed measures to promote gender equality and recognized the intensive efforts to enhance the protection of children’s rights and the rights of persons with disabilities. It noted challenges related to combating human trafficking and discrimination against minorities and protecting the rights of migrants and asylum seekers. It made recommendations.

88. Bulgaria asked for information about the effectiveness of the implementation of the Programme of Action for Persons with Disabilities for 2007-2013 and the Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment of Disabled Persons Act, as well as about the challenges faced in implementing the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol thereto. (…).
91. Malaysia welcomed the special attention accorded children’s and women’s rights and the rights of persons with disabilities and members of national and other ethnic communities. Malaysia noted the reported instances of public manifestations of hate speech and intolerance, targeting minorities. It noted reports concerning frequent incidents involving hateful inscriptions on the premises and memorial landmarks of certain religious communities. Malaysia made recommendations.

92. Argentina highlighted the importance of freedom of religion and respect for different beliefs in Slovenia. Argentina valued the policy of preparing and employing persons with physical and mental disabilities. Argentina made recommendations.

106. Slovenia stated, regarding the issue of persons with disabilities, that it had approved the Action Programme for Persons with Disabilities for 2007-13, which set out measures to be taken to prevent discrimination against and provide equal opportunities for disabled persons. It added that the Programme had proved successful thus far, in particular in improving employment rates.

Conclusions and/or recommendations

111. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below will be examined by Slovenia, which will provide responses in due course, but no later than the fourteenth session of the Human Rights Council, to be held in June 2010.

4. To adjust its legal framework to international human rights standards, in particular with regard to persons with disabilities, migrants, asylum seekers, refugees, women and children (Nicaragua);

22. To further strengthen measures against discrimination with regard to women, national minorities, persons of minority sexual orientation or gender identity and persons with disabilities (Czech Republic);
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EGYPT

References to persons with disabilities in National report, UN information,  Stakeholders´ information, advanced questions and Working Group report.

National Report
The State provides special care, under 20 special programmes, for children living in difficult circumstances, such as children deprived of a family, children with disabilities and street children. In addition, the Ministry of Health provides health services for children at the pre- and post-education stages. The Ministry of Information has a television channel for families and children which seeks to promote the interests of families and to raise awareness of the rights of women, children and persons with special needs.

A budget for children was included in the State’s general budget for the first time in 2006, while provision for children and women is made in the five-year national plan for economic and social development. The National Council for Childhood and Motherhood furthermore established a unit in 2007 to deal with the problem of child trafficking, together with a free 24-hour emergency helpline for children and a helpline for children with disabilities. Training has been stepped up for members of the police and of the Office of the Public Prosecutor and the role of education in raising awareness of children’s rights has been strengthened. A continuous information campaign is run to bring attention to these rights.

6. Rights of persons with disabilities

According to the statistics for 2006, there are 475,576 persons with disabilities in Egypt, 170,360 of them females. By law, 5 per cent of jobs in the Government sector, the public sector, the public works sector and the private sector must be assigned to persons with disabilities who have been given free job training. Persons with disabilities are provided with special care throughout every stage of their lives, including access to assistive devices for those who need them. They also benefit from a comprehensive package of health care and rehabilitation in the form of free diagnostic and follow-up services which are provided at Government health centres and clinics.

The Ministry of Education has set up a special education department within the structures responsible for administering basic education. The department makes sure that educational services are provided to children with disabilities, together with appropriate skills and capacity training. There are currently 840 special education schools for the different stages of education. Both governmental schools and institutions run by associations are being modernized and are supplied with the necessary equipment for special needs education.

The Ministry of Health drew up a national programme for the prevention of disabilities, focusing on three main areas. The first area of focus is on preventing disability through screening of prospective marriage partners, the operation of safe motherhood programmes, the delivery of pre-, peri- and postnatal care and child development programmes. The second area of focus is early detection of disabilities at health units and hospitals, while the third is the creation of a comprehensive package of health care and rehabilitation consisting of diagnostic, treatment and follow-up services at health insurance centres and clinics. The Ministry of Information allocates approximately 838 hours a year of airtime for 44 radio and television programmes targeted at persons with disabilities. These programmes draw attention to the rights of persons with disabilities and highlight  their positive experiences. 
The Ministry of Social Solidarity grants a disability allowance to the heads of families with a disabled person. A total of 381,585 families received the allowance in the 2007/08 financial year. In addition, pocket money is given to blind students who enrol in Egyptian universities. Persons with disabilities receive vocational training tailored to their capacities and are issued with vocational training certificates and discount coupons for essential items. The Ministry of Transport offers exemptions and discounts on all public transport for persons with disabilities and their companions.

Persons with disabilities also take part in sports through 40 clubs for persons with disabilities and 44 sports centres in various parts of Egypt. These clubs are overseen by the National Council for Persons with Disabilities and the relevant Egyptian parliamentary committee. Egyptian players and teams — both male and female — have won various international championships and medals, including 12 medals at Beijing in 2008.

Several human rights activists with disabilities took part in the discussions on, and drafting of, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which Egypt ratified on 14 April 2008.

2. Voluntary pledges

The following are some of the future steps and initiatives which the Egyptian Government is committed to taking in the context of the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms:

2. Consider acceding to the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, as well as the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

3. Enact legislation on community-based associations, violence against women, the rights of persons with disabilities, human trafficking, trade unions and health insurance.

UN information
30. (…). UNICEF also stated that implementing the CRPD will be a challenge. Findings indicate that less than 20 per cent of children with disabilities in Upper Egypt were benefiting from public services including health, education and social welfare. 
Stakeholders information
38. (…). JS7
 noted discrimination against persons with disabilities in accessing universities and that the legal provision to assign to them 5 per cent of public jobs is contradicted.154 JS4
 also noted adoption of a new law significantly improving the rights of persons with mental disorders and the very narrow scope of its application.
ADVANCE QUESTIONS- ADD.1
CZECH REPUBLIC-Question 4
What human rights education and training is provided to members of the police, security services, prison and detention staff and judiciary? Does it include specific focus on protection of human rights of women, children, national and other minorities, refugees and persons with disabilities? How is ensured accountability of security and other state personnel for possible violations of human rights? What complaint mechanism is in place for victims of torture?
Working Group Report



B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review
33. Bahrain noted Egypt’s efforts to improve the situation of human rights in its society and address the challenges it was facing. In this regard, Bahrain appreciated efforts to ensure access to health for all citizens through the creation of primary health care centres as well as mobile medical units offering free diagnostic services and treatment in remote areas. Bahrain also highlighted Egypt’s efforts to guarantee the rights of persons with disabilities and wished to know more about programmes to provide such persons with employment. 
90. Kyrgyzstan stated that Egypt was among the first countries to ratify the Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. It asked for additional information about measures to protect persons with disabilities. It made recommendations. 
Conclusions and/or recommendations 
95. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below have been examined and enjoy the support of Egypt: 
15.Continue effective policies aimed at ensuring rights of persons with disabilities through instruments that are in line with respective international conventions as well as by developing and implementing national programs (Kyrgyzstan) 

65.Share with other countries its experience in the education of persons with disabilities and in providing them with employment (Qatar) 

108. Provide human rights education and training to members of the police, security services, prison and detention staff and judiciary with specific focus on protection of human rights of women, children, national and other minorities, refugees and persons with disabilities and to ensure accountability of security and other state personnel for possible violations of human rights (Czech Republic) 

99. The following recommendations will be examined by Egypt which will provide responses in due time, but no later than the 14th session of the Human Rights Council in June 2010 

7. Consider ratifying the Rome Statute, Optional Protocols to the International Covenant on civil and Political Rights, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discriminations against Women, the Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Brazil) 
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References to persons with disabilities in National report, UN information,  Stakeholders´ information and Working Group report.

National Report
6. When assessing the current situation of human rights in comparison to the reports, including the initial and the periodic ones, already submitted during the past period to the UN committees in the area of human rights, it is visible that there are improvements related to better protection of rights of: refugees and displaced persons, persons with disabilities, children, women, particularly victims of violence and trafficking, aliens under subsidiary protection, asylum seekers, persons belonging to national minorities, especially the Roma rights, the rights to information, religious freedom. (…).

32. In early December 2008, three new ombudsmen of BiH were appointed. A number of specialized departments were established for monitoring of: children's rights, persons with disabilities, ethnic, religious and other minorities, economic, social and cultural rights, political and civil rights and for the elimination of all forms of discrimination. The Article 7 of the said Law, inter alia, defines that the Ombudsman is competent to receive individual and group complaints regarding discrimination, provide legal and natural persons with notices about their rights and obligations, and the possibilities of judicial and other protection; on the basis of the appeal it decides whether to accept the appeal or to start the investigation process; it proposes to start the mediation process.

48. Most laws applied in BiH contain the anti-discrimination provision as a general provision which prohibits any form of discrimination on any grounds. Such provisions are included in the legislation governing the right to education, health and social care, labor and employment, achievement of political freedom, access to information, justice, minority rights, disability-pension insurance and many other rights arising from international standards and they are built in the domestic laws which tend to achieve the effectiveness of legal protection and the introduction of anti-discrimination policies in almost all segments of the public life.

G. Protection of the rights of persons with disabilities

60. Back in 2003, BiH made a Decision on acceptance of the Standard Rules for the equalization of opportunities for persons with disabilities. The document "Policy in the field of disability in BiH" was adopted in 2008. This document contains the principles that enable the competent entity authorities to improve the situation with the rights of persons with disabilities through development of strategies and action plans in the area of disability, as well as of planning the budget funds for their preparation and implementation. This especially concerns the harmonization of laws and effectiveness, equality of rights, on the territory of the entire BiH.

61. On 29 July 2009, BiH joined the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The accession and ratification of the UN Convention for Persons with Disabilities will provide concrete legal mechanism for monitoring implementation of the rights of persons with disabilities at the state level. Along with the existing legal mechanisms and adopted policies and strategies for people with disabilities in BiH it will ensure in the future period the relevant indicators for BiH level on the existing problems of this category of the population, whose needs are planned and provided by the entity governments and the the Brcko District BiH government.

62. In cooperation with representatives of governmental and non-governmental sector, MHRR formed a team for drafting the Action Plan for the promotion and full participation of persons with disabilities in society for 2010-2015, in accordance with the Council of Europe Action Plan for promoting the rights and full social inclusion of persons with disabilities - improving the quality of life of persons with disabilities in Europe 2006-2015, especially considering that there is a problem related to the disproportion of social welfare for civilian war victims, disabled war veterans and non-war disabled persons including a specific problem related to employment opportunities and inclusion of disabled persons in public and cultural life, although in terms of their participation in the sport life they achieve extremely valuable sports results.

63. In order to promote the rights of persons with disabilities based on human rights and in cooperation with the League of Persons with Disabilities of BiH, the competent authorities initiated activities to establish a Council for Persons with Disabilities.

64. In August 2009, upon the proposal of the Ministry of Civil Affairs, the Council of Ministers adopted Information on the activities of the Council of Europe in the field of disability, including the Council of Europe Action Plan for the promotion and full participation of persons with disabilities for 2006-2015, and, among other things, entrusted the Ministry of Civil Affairs to participate in the coordination of the implementation of the Action Plan of the Council of Europe.

90. BiH is committed to fulfill its international obligations in the field of human rights through constant efforts to improve the BiH legislation and implementation of international agreements of multilateral character in BiH. In some areas these initiatives have lived its materialization in the legislative or executive authorities, such as making of concrete and strategic documents previously mentioned in this text, which make the BiH policy concrete in the area of displaced persons and refugees, war victims, children, women, including victims of violence and sexual exploitation, the old people, persons with disabilities, members of minorities. Specific capacities have been established in order to implement these policies, such as: the councils of national minorities in BiH Parliamentary Assembly and the parliaments/ assemblies of entities, BiH Council for Children, the Inter-religious Council and the independent Commission for monitoring of prisons and residential institutions, the Committee for Roma, youth associations, and activities on formation of the Council for people with disabilities in also ahead in BiH.
UN information
8. In 2006, the HR Committee and CEDAW welcomed the adoption of a Law on the Protection from Family Violence. CRC noted with appreciation the enactment of the Law on the Protection of Mentally Disabled Persons and the adoption of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities.

22.(…). CRC recommended that the State strengthen measures to prevent and eliminate de facto discrimination against children with disabilities, Roma and children belonging to ethnic and/or religious minorities or other nationalities. (…). 

43.(…).HR Committee noted that torture victims must prove at least 60 per cent of bodily harm in order to be recognized as civilian victims and that this requirement may exclude victims of mental torture from personal disability benefits.(…).  

48. CESCR was concerned about the extent of poverty, especially in rural areas and among IDPs, minority returnees, families headed by single parents, older persons, persons with disabilities, Roma and other minorities.(…).

50. (…) CRC recommended that articles 28 and 29 of the CRC be implemented, particularly regarding children living in poverty, refugee and returnee, Roma and children with disabilities.(…). 

58. Following his visit in 2008, the Representative of the Secretary-General on the human rights of internally displaced persons stated that there were still too many citizens continuing to live in displacement or at returnee sites in miserable conditions with insufficient assistance. Among those remaining in displacement, a significant number will not be able to go back to their places of origin. These include elderly, infirm persons and female-headed households without family support, disabled and traumatized persons. 

Stakeholders information
2. The Informal NGO Coalition for UPR of Bosnia and Herzegovina (The Informal UPR Coalition) noted that Bosnia and Herzegovina has ratified the majority of the UN conventions relating to human rights. The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities has not yet been ratified. However, the Conventions that the State had committed to apply have not been applied directly: only one case of direct implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child has been recorded so far.

7. Ombudsman noted that in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina (FBiH), the rights of persons with disabilities through the latest legislative interventions have been abolished or reduced: even the recognized rights of disabled persons are not applied, due to lack of financial resources. Ombudsman further noted that there existed an additional problem of jurisdiction among FBiH, cantons and municipalities, which aggravated citizens’ access to exercise of the rights guaranteed by the Constitution and international standards.

16. The Informal UPR Coalition stated that discrimination was one of the most serious generators of human rights violations. Individuals were discriminated against on the grounds of their national, political and sexual orientation. The victims of discrimination were also members of “vulnerable” groups: persons with disabilities, national minorities, families of missing persons, victims of war, elderly people, children, and returnees. Discrimination was demonstrated in some vital fields of life, such as employment, education, health and social care, pension rights. Only 0.8 per cent of working age returnees belonging to an ethnic group had employment. Furthermore, only 1.5 per cent of working age Roma had jobs.

19. The Informal UPR Coalition noted that the disabled war veterans, compared with disabled non-war persons, had even six or more times higher disability allowances. Almost 43% of disabled civil non-war persons did not have any material support. CoE Commissioner recommended that Bosnia and Herzegovina ensure that pension entitlements, health care and social benefits are provided on a non-discriminatory basis to minority returnees.

49. According to The Informal UPR Coalition, although the Law on Education provides for the inclusion of children with disabilities, inclusion does not exist in practice.
Working Group Report
A. Presentation by the State under review
8. Over the past few months, progress has continued in incorporating new international instruments that set out prerequisites and responsibilities in the protection of particularly vulnerable categories of the population. Thus, the Convention for the Protection of Persons with Disabilities was ratified in December 2009. Procedures for the ratification of the European Convention on Access to Official Documents and the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights are in progress.

11. An action plan to guarantee the rights of persons with disabilities is currently being prepared, as is the decision to appoint a Council for Persons with Disabilities. The Council will, naturally, include representatives of disabled persons’ associations.

15. The process of harmonizing the Strategy for Social Inclusion has been intensified, leading to a comprehensive process of harmonizing social priorities in the areas of social protection for the purposes of employment, education, health care, improvement of the status of families with children, pension policy and the status of persons with disabilities.

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

30. Morocco welcomed the commitment to improving the protection of human rights, especially those of vulnerable groups, including in legislative terms. It was pleased at the adoption and implementation of plans and programmes to enhance the promotion and protection of children’s rights. It highlighted the efforts in the area of disabilities and inquired about the additional measures that were being taken under the national plan. It raised the issue of domestic violence, especially against women. Morocco made recommendations.

48. Finland appreciated the adoption of the Disability Policy by the Council of Ministers in 2008 and commended the Government for having established the legal framework in that area. Finland noted the fact that the same social protection was not guaranteed for all citizens throughout the country, and that the preferential treatment accorded war veterans in terms of social benefits had continued to affect other socially vulnerable groups. Finland asked a question about the measures taken to address the inadequacies in the social welfare system, in particular with regard to vulnerable people and persons with disabilities. It made recommendations.

72. Turkey referred to the Law against Discrimination, adopted in 2009, and requested further information about it. It also asked about the new mechanism for collecting and monitoring data related to human rights, as one of Bosnia and Herzegovina’s priority objectives. It inquired about the Plan of Action 2010-2015 to promote the full participation of persons with disabilities in society.

85. Egypt commended the adoption of plans and programmes to ensure the more effective prevention of discrimination against women, such as the Gender Action Plan and the action plan for combating domestic violence; plans and programmes to combat human trafficking; and the adoption and implementation of plans and programmes to improve children’s rights. It welcomed the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the drafting of an action plan for promoting their participation in society. Egypt made recommendations.

Conclusions and/or recommendations

90. The following recommendations will be examined by Bosnia and Herzegovina, which will provide responses in due course, but no later than the fourteenth session of the Human Rights Council, to be held in June 2010. The responses made by Bosnia and Herzegovina to the recommendations will be included in the outcome report adopted by the Council at its fourteenth session.

1. To sign and ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol to ICESCR, and to ratify the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (Spain);

2. To ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Mexico);

4. To sign and ratify the Convention on the Rights of the Persons with Disabilities (Argentina);

5. To ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Qatar);
32. To effectively regulate and implement the norms in force regarding the prohibition of discrimination on the basis of race, gender, disability or social condition (Argentina);

42. To make efforts to do a way with imbalances in approaches to disability, depending on the geographic area and the cause of disability (Finland);

43. To establish a Council for Persons with Disabilities in Bosnia and Herzegovina (Finland);

44. To adopt legislation to protect persons with physical disabilities to guarantee their well-being and their possible rehabilitation, without any kind of discrimination (Argentina);
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� Nicaraguan Federation of NGOs Working with Children and Adolescents.





� Italian NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child.





� Tribunal Supremo Electoral.


� Fue creado por Decreto Ejecutivo No. 111, publicado en El Diario Oficial Tomo No. 321, de fecha lunes 6 de diciembre de 1993 y reformado mediante Decreto No. 136, publicado en El Diario Oficial Tomo No. 374 de fecha lunes 15 de enero de 2007. El CONAIPD está conformado por representantes de 16 instancias, 8 del sector público y 8 del sector privado: Presidencia de la República, Secretaría Nacional de la Familia, Ministerios de Salud Pública y Asistencia Social, de Trabajo y Previsión Social, Instituto Salvadoreño del Seguro Social, Ministerio de Educación, Centro de Rehabilitación Profesional de la Fuerza Armada, Instituto Salvadoreño de Rehabilitación de Inválidos, Asociaciones de Personas con discapacidad (dos de cada sector - personas ciegas, personas sordas, con discapacidad física civiles y del conflicto armado); padres de personas con discapacidad, instituciones privadas de asesoría, instituciones privadas prestadoras de servicio y universidades. Según la referida ley el CONAIPD es el rector de la Política Nacional de Equiparación de Oportunidades para las Personas con Discapacidad. 


� Política Nacional de Equiparación de Oportunidades para las Personas con discapacidad y su Plan de Acción. Ultima versión diciembre 2008. 


� Convención Interamericana para la Eliminación de todas las formas de discriminación contra las Personas con Discapacidad; Convención sobre la prohibición del empleo, almacenamiento, producción y transferencia de minas antipersonal y sobre su destrucción. Particularmente el tema relativo a la asistencia a las víctimas (ONU); Convención sobre los Derechos de las Personas con discapacidad y su Protocolo Facultativo (ONU); y el Plan de Acción de la Convención sobre los Derechos de las Personas con discapacidad y su Protocolo Facultativo. 


� Se cuenta con información del Censo Nacional de Población y Vivienda, año 2007, refleja un 4.1 por ciento de población con discapacidad, haciendo un total de 235. 302 personas con diferentes tipos de discapacidad, predominando la discapacidad física. (53 por ciento género masculino y 47 por ciento género femenino) Base de datos del Registro Nacional de Personas Naturales, a abril 2009. Refleja datos de personas mayores de 18 años que obtienen su documento único de identidad, DUI: 248.211 personas con diferentes tipos de discapacidad. 


� The Network for Children and Young People.


� The Office of the Procurator for the Protection of Human Rights.





� Defensoría del Pueblo de Bolivia. 


� Joint submission by: Asociación Cubana de las Naciones Unidas*, MovPaz, CEE, FMC, Centro Félix Varela, ANEC, UNJC, OCLAE, UNEAC, OSPAAAL, Centro de Estudios sobre la Juventud, AMECA, Sociedad Cultural José Martí, Fundación Antonio Núñez Jiménez de la Naturaleza y el Hombre, CEAO*, La Habana, Cuba. 





� Joint submission by: Colectivo de Organizaciones e Instituciones de Derechos Humanos de Bolivia. Organizaciones participantes: Capítulo Boliviano de Derechos Humanos, Democracia y Desarrollo (CBDHDD); Asamblea Permanente de los Derechos Humanos de Bolivia ( APDHB); Comunidad de Derechos Humanos (CDH); AIPE; AIS Bolivia; Agua Sustentable; AMUPEI; Asociación Rehabilitación Integral en la Comunidad (RIC); Asociación RIC Cochabamba; ADESPROC - Libertad; APDH Beni; APDH Cochabamba; APDH Chuquisaca; APDH La Paz; APDH Oruro; APDH Pando; APDH Potosí; APDH Tarija; APDH Santa Cruz; ASOFAMD; Centro Afroboliviano para el Desarrollo Integral y Comunitario (CADIC); Casa de la Mujer; Católicas por el Derecho a Decidir (CDD); Capacitación y Derechos Ciudadanos (CDC); Centro Boliviano de Investigación y Acción Educativa (CEBIAE); Centro de Estudios Aplicados a los Derechos, Económicos, Sociales y Culturales (CEADESC); Centro de Documentación e Información Bolivia (CEDIB); Centro de Promoción de los Misioneros Oblatos de María Inmaculada (CEPROMI); Centro de Orientación Socio legal para el Adulto Mayor; Centro de Promoción de Radiofónica (CEPRA); Centro Vicente Cañas- Fundación Social Urumanta; CIPCA; Colectivo otras voces; Comisión Interinstitucional de Derechos Humanos de Cochabamba; CEHM Comunidad Educativa Hermano Manolo - Congregación Hermanos Cristianos; CONALPEDIS; Consorcio Boliviano de Juventudes (CONBOJUV); Conferencia Boliviana de Religiosos y Religiosas de Cochabamba (CBR); Coordinadora de la Mujer; Centro una Brisa de Esperanza CUBE; Defensa de Niñas y Niños Internacional sección Bolivia (DNI Bolivia); DESAFIO; DNI – filial Cochabamba; Equipo Comunicación Alternativa con Mujeres (ECAM); Acción Andina; Ex Sense Internacional; Foro Boliviano sobre Medio Ambiente y Desarrollo (FOBOMADE); FOCOMADE; Fundación Solón; Fundación Mujeres del Sol; Red HABITAT; INFANTE, Promoción Integral de la Mujer y la Infancia; Instituto Investigación Cultural para Educación Popular (INDICEP); Instituto de Terapia e Investigación sobre las secuelas de la tortura y violencia Estatal ( ITEI); MAP Internacional; Mosoj Yan; Pastoral de Movilidad Humana; Red Tinku; Red contra Agresiones sexuales a niños niñas y adolescentes; Red contra el Racismo; Red Nacional de Asentamientos Humanos RENASEH; Ayni Ruway; ALAS; CDI Cochabamba; CEJIS; LIDEMA.Bolivia; 








� Commissioner for Human Rights of the Council of Europe.








� Joint submission by Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network*,Toronto, Canada; Equal to Equal, Almaty, Kazakhstan; Answer, Kazakhstan; Anti-SPID, Kazakhstan; Foundation Aman Sowlyk, Kazakhstan; GALA (LGBT), Kazakhstan; Amulet (LGBT), Kazakhstan; Credo, Kazakhstan; Centre for Information and Counselling on Reproductive Health “Tanadgoma”, Georgia; HCLU (Hungarian Civil Liberties Union), Budapest, Hungary; IDPC (International Drug Policy Consortium), London, United Kingdom; IHRA* (International Harm Reduction Association), London, United Kingdom; NZDF (New Zealand Drug Foundation), Wellington, New Zealand; and INPUD (International Network of People who Use Drugs); 





� Joint Submission by Almaty Helsinki Committee, Kazakhstan; Atyrau oblast Youth Resource Center, Kazakhstan; Kazakhstan Children’s Fund, Kazakhstan; Kazakhstan International Human Rights and the Rule of Law Committee, Almaty, Kazakhstan; Committee for Monitoring Penal Reform and Human Rights, Kazakhstan; Crisis Center «Podrugee», Kazakhstan; Crisis Center «Zabota», Almaty, Kazahstan; WLCI (Women’s League of Creative Initiative), Almati, Kazakhstan; International Fund for Freedom of Speech Protection «Adil Soз», Kazakhstan; International Journalism Center MediaNet, Kazakhstan; Amulet, Kazakhstan; Childhood, Kazakhstan; Childhood Without Borders, Kazakhstan; SF «Charter for Human Rights», Kazakhstan; OS «Women’s Association for Development and Adaptation», Kazahstan; OS «Namys», Kazakhstan; OS «Legal Center of Women’s Initiatives Sana Sezim», Kazakhstan; OS of mothers of disabled children «Raduga», Kazakhstan; OS «SKO Center for Support to Women», Kazakhstan; SF «Aman Saulyk», Kazakhstan; SF of the Center for Development and Adaptation «Fenix», Kazakhstan; SF "Fund for Parliamentarism Development in Kazakhstan", Kazakhstan; RNIO (Republican Network of Independent Observers), Almaty, Kazahstan; ROS FTUK (Kazakhstan Confederation of Trade Unions), Astana, Kazakhstan; Feminist League, Almaty, Kazakhstan; Center for Legal Policy research, Almaty, Kazakhstan; Center for Protection of Children and Family Support, Kazakhstan; Center for Legal Assistance to Ethnic Minorities, Kazakhstan; Green Salvation, Almaty, Kazakhstan; PRI* (Penal Reform International), London, United Kingdom; 





� Joint submission by 10 Angolan civil society organisations (Joint submission) :Associação Construíndo Comunidades – ACC; Centro Cultural Mosaiko; Associação Omunga; Acção Angolana Para o Melhoramento e Apoio ao Meio Rural – AMMAR; Kitomavo Comunidades; Conselho de Coordenação dos Direitos Humanos – CCDH ; Organização de Ajuda ao Desenvolvimento Comunitário – OADEC; Visão Angolana Para Protecção e Assistência Popular –VAPA; Associação para o Desenvolvimento da Saúde em Angola – ADSA; Centro Nacional de Aconselhamento – NCC. 





� Iraqi Child Rights Network.





� National Institute for Human Rights, Kirkuk, Iraq; Human Rights Organization in Iraq – Muthanna, Samawa, Iraq; Iraqi National Association for Human Rights in Misan, Misan; Iraq; Kofan Organization for Human Rights and Democracy, Baghdad, Iraq; Yazidi Solidarity and Fraternity League, Musol - Ba'sheeka, Iraq; Public Aid Organization (PAO), Erbil, Iraq; Iraqi Human Rights Institute, Kirkuk, Iraq; The Human Rights Corps and Civil Society, Baghdad, Iraq; Al-Rafad Charity Society, Baghdad, Iraq; Al Mesalla Organization for Human Resource Development, Erbil, Iraq; Social and Law Clinic, Baghdad, Iraq; Human Rights Organization- Muthanna, Muthana – Samawa, Iraq; Human Justice for Human Rights – Fallujah, Anbar, Iraq; Iraqi Democratic Youth Union-Wassit, Wassit, Iraq; Iraqi Institute for Supporting Democracy, Karbala, Iraq; Without Boundaries Human Institution, Karbala, Iraq; Babylon National Association for Human Rights, Babylon, Iraq; Human Rights Center in Iraq, Kirkuk, Iraq; Iraqi Human Rights Institution, Kirkuk, Iraq; El-Haq Organization for Human Rights Culture, Kirkuk, Iraq; Iraqi Human Rights Watch Association, Karbala, Iraq; Hadya Association for Human Rights and Development of Iraqi Community, Basra, Iraq; Iraqi Center for Women Rehabilitation and Employment (ICWRE), Baghdad, Iraq; Kurdish Human Rights Watch (KHRW), Karbala, Iraq; Al-Erada Organization for Relief & Development, Dyala and Salahedine, Iraq;





� Women Solidarity for an Independent and Unified Iraq (WSIUI), United Kingdom; Iraq Occupation Focus, London, United Kingdom;





� European Commission against Racism and Intolerance.





� Maat (Maat for Peace, Development and Human Rights), Giza, Egypt; Maat (the Maat Center for Judicial and Constitutional Studies), Giza, Egypt; the Moltaqa Alhewar Institution for Development and Human Rights), Giza, Egypt; Sahebaa Al Galala Charity, Giza, Egypt; the Markaz Al Kalema Institution for Human Rights, Cairo, Egypt; the Egyptian Institution to Develop Childhood Status, Alexandria, Egypt; the Assembly of Human Rights and Development in Asyoot), Helwan, Egypt; the Shmooa Assembly to keep Human rights and Develop Local Society, Cairo, Egypt; the Arab Institution for Democratic Studies and Human Rights, Asyoot, Egypt; Al Montazah Assembly for Cultural Development, Aswan, Egypt; the Egyptian Institution for Refugee’s Rights, Giza, Egypt; Assembly of Christian Youth, Giza, Egypt; the Sawaseah Center for Human Rights and Resisting Discrimination, Cairo, Egypt; the Constitutional and Legal Assembly for Human Rights, Alexandria, Egypt; the Tanweer Center for Development and Human Rights, Cairo, Egypt; Safer Al Khair Assembly, Dakahlia, Egypt; the Assembly of Keeping and Guarding Human Rights, Cairo, Egypt; also evaluated by the Egyptian Institution for Training and Human Rights, Giza, Egypt; Institution of Human Development in Al Mansoura, Dakahlia, Egypt; Ayoon Center for Studies and Developing Human Rights, Asyoot, Egypt; Al Adalla Institution for Development and Human Rights, Al Gharbia, Egypt; Al Adalla Institution for Human Development, Society Development and Human Rights, Sohag, Egypt; Manf Institution for Development and Cultural and


Environmental Tourism; Giza, Egypt; Egyptian Assembly for Human Development, Al Sharkia, Egypt; Tanweer Institution for Education and Development, Al Menia, Egypt; ; Al Mashrek Institution for Development and Residents, Al Sharkia, Egypt; Egyptian Civil Assembly for science and scientists' lovers, Alexandria, Egypt; ; Institution of Al Sharkia Youth for Development, Al Sharkia, Egypt; Helaly Institution for Development and Social Assistances, Alexandria, Egypt; Bent Misr Institution for Development, Alexandria, Egypt; Specific Alliance for Women in Red Sea, Red Sea Governorate, Egypt; Around World Institution for Development, 6th October Governate, Egypt; Assembly of Keeping Alkaseer Tradition, Red Sea Governate, Egypt; Omar Ben Khattab Assembly for Developing Society, Red Sea Governorate, Egypt; Society Development Assembly for Woman in Qena, Qena Governate, Egypt; Social Assembly of Asyoot Development, Asyoot, Egypt; Assembly of Social Development to Protect rural woman in Hormas, Sohag, Egypt; Al Amal Assembly for Developing Family, Qena, Egypt; Aoroba Assembly for Human Rights, Alexandria, Egypt; Alresala Alkhalilia Assembly, Qena, Egypt; Family Developing Assembly in Armant, Quena,


Egypt; Egyptian Assembly for Developing and Defending Human Rights and Environment, Al Gharbia, Egypt; Egyptian Woman Assembly for Social Development and Environment, Cairo, Egypt; Assembly of Arab Women league, Al Menia, Egypt; Amwag Assembly for Cultural and Creative Artist, Alexandria, Egypt; Altaawn Assembly to Develop Local Society, Giza, Egypt;


Almosadreen in Asyoot, Asyoot, Egypt; Assembly of Youth Businessmen, Asyoot, Egypt; Watany Assembly for Development and Social Care, Egypt;





� CIHRS (The Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies), Cairo, Egypt; Al Nadeem Centre (Al-Nadim Center for Treatment and Psychological Rehabilitation for Victims of Violence), Cairo, Egypt; Andalusitas (Andalus Institute for Tolerance and Anti-Violence Studies), Cairo, Egypt; APRO (Arab Penal Reform Organization), Egypt; AHRLA (Association for Human Rights Legal Aid), Giza, Egypt; GHRLA (The Group for Human Rights Legal Aid), Egypt; HMLC (Hesham Moubarak Law Center), Egypt; LCHR (Land Center for Human Rights), Cairo, Egypt; NWRC (New Woman Research Center), Cairo, Egypt; ANHRI (The Arabic Network for Human Rights Information), Cairo, Egypt; CTUWS (The Center for Trade Union and Workers’ Services), Cairo, Egypt; EACPE (The Egyptian Association for Community Participation Enhancement), Cairo, Egypt; EIPR (Egyptian


Initiative for Personal Rights) and HRCAP (The Human Rights Center for the Assistance of Prisoners), Cairo, Egypt; AFTE (Association for Freedom of Thought and Expression) and ECESR (The Egyptian Center For Economic and Social Rights), Egypt;








