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Suggestions for recommendations relevant to the rights of persons with disabilities

8th UPR Working group session, (3-14 May 2010)

The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following recommendations based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the Compilation of UN information and Summary of stakeholders´ information prepared for this session. 
IDA would welcome States to take these suggestions into account when preparing the 8th UPR working group session.

1. Armenia  

Both the UN compilation report and the other stakeholders report refer to the right to equality, and non-discrimination and in a number of contexts. First, in the UN compilation report, CRC expressed concern at the institutionalization of children with disabilities, while UNCT expressed concern regarding access to mainstream and special education, accessibility of buildings, employment, and health care services. Second, the other stakeholders report refers to equality and nondiscrimination in the context of classification of disabilities, and protection from discrimination in health services based on health status. 

National report paras 38, 92 and 113

UN compilation report paras 17, 18 and 56

Other stakeholders report paras 10, 18 and 46

IDA´s Recommendations
- 
To speed up efforts to ratify the CRPD and the Optional Protocol to the CRPD, both of which it signed on 30 March 2007. 

- 
To protect the equal right of children with disabilities to be raised in their families and to cease the institutionalization of children on the basis of disability.

-
To ensure equality and non-discrimination for persons with disabilities by ensuring inclusive education, accessible buildings, employment, and health care services. 
-  To ensure access to disability services and benefits to refugees with disabilities.

2. Belarus

The other stakeholders report indicates that the Government's policies result in segregation; it also raises the rights to social security and an adequate standard of living (pointing to developments the stakeholders consider positive). The Belarusian Association for Assistance to Children and Youth with Disabilities (BAACYPD) noted that a sustainable system to assist children with  disabilities has been established following the adoption of the 2000 Law on Special  Education and according to JS2, policies for persons with disabilities are not directed toward their  integration in society, but to their segregation as a special group.
Other stakeholders report- paras. 7, 11, 51-52
IDA's recommendations
· To consider becoming a State Party to the CRPD and to the Optional Protocol to the CRPD.

· To ensure that its program established following the adoption of the 2000 Law on Special  Education, concerning children with disabilities, is compatible with the CRPD.
· To ensure that all of its policies ensure the full and effective participation and inclusion of persons with disabilities in society.
3. Grenada  

The UN compilation report mentions the rights to equality and non-discrimination, life, liberty and security of the person, privacy and family life, social security and an adequate standard of living, education. The rights of persons with disabilities are also mentioned in the compilation report's sections on challenges and constraints, and capacity-building and technical assistance. CRC was concerned that insufficient efforts had been made to facilitate the inclusion of children with disabilities in the educational system and generally within society. CRC recommended establishing special education programmes for children with disabilities and encouraging their inclusion in society and technical cooperation for the training of professional staff working with and for children  with disabilities
UN compilation report- paras. 13, 16, 27, 37, 47, 49, 51

IDA's recommendations
· To consider becoming a State Party to the CRPD and to the Optional Protocol to the CRPD.

· To ensure that training of professional staff working with and for children with disabilities includes training on the human rights of children with disabilities as enshrined in the CRPD.

· To allocate sufficient resources to ensure early identification and intervention of children with disabilities.

· To develop measures to ensure the effective integration of children with disabilities to the regular education system. 
4. Guinea 

The UN compilation report in respect of disabled persons, joint submission 1 reported that 80 per cent of  disabled persons have no access to basic social services and that illiteracy afflicts 85 per  cent of disabled persons, and is especially high among women. Nearly 75 per cent of public  buildings are inaccessible to persons with motor disabilities. Nearly 90 per cent of disabled persons are forced to beg. Guinea lacks appropriate support programmes for their socioeconomic and cultural integration.  
UN compilation report- paragraph 26

Other stakeholders report- paragraphs 10, 13, 16, 19, 20, and 23

IDA's recommendations

· To promote disability anti discrimination legislation covering all areas of life and to adopt positive action measures to improve literacy, education and employment among persons with disabilities, in particular women with disabilities.

· To ensure through legislation that all new buildings open to the public and transport infrastructure are accessible and that existing buildings are gradually made accessible in line with the CRPD.

5. Guinea Bissau 

The UN compilation report raised regarding discrimination against children with disabilities, lack of social protection or assistance, violence against persons with disabilities, as well as general violence against women and girls and raised the necessity to ensure the implementation of all legislative measures of protection for children with disabilities, in particular with regard to nondiscrimination, giving attention to practices such as the killing of newborn children with disabilities. 
UN compilation report- paragraphs 12, 14, and 34

Other stakeholders report- paragraph 7

IDA's recommendations
· To consider becoming a State Party to the CRPD and to the Optional Protocol to the CRPD.

· To develop or amend legislation to ensure that discrimination on the grounds of disability is prohibited and that persons with disabilities have access to public transportation and public buildings, including all schools and hospitals. 

· To ensure the implementation of all legislative measures of protection for children with disabilities, in particular with regard to non discrimination, giving attention to practices such as the killing of newborn children with disabilities.
6. Guyana 

The UN compilation report refers to the rights to equality and non-discrimination regarding discrimination against children with disabilities and limited education possibilities. The other stakeholders report raises ratification of the CRPD. It highlights the right to social security and to an adequate standard of living in the contexts of the need to target health education towards populations who are especially vulnerable to HIV and AIDS, and the problems indigenous people with disabilities encounter seeking health treatment because of distant rehabilitative centers and lack of appropriate infrastructure making traveling difficult.
UN compilation report- paragraph 16, 30, 44

Other stakeholders report- paragraph 1, 17, 18

IDA's recommendations

· To consider ratifying the CRPD, which Guyana signed on 11 April 2007, and also consider becoming a State Party to the Optional Protocol to the CRPD.

· To ensure inclusive education for children with disabilities and establish early identification and intervention programmes for children with disabilities.
· To ensure access to health care of all persons with disabilities by improving infrastructure and accessible public transportation, and increasing health facilities in all parts of the country, taking into account the needs of persons with disabilities and paying special attention to indigenous persons with disabilities.

7. Haiti 
Reports not available, and UPR postponed.
8. Kenya

The UN compilation report refers to the right to equality and non-discrimination, in the context of insufficient implementation of its Persons with Disabilities Act for instance regarding employment. The report also refers to challenges and constraints to provide social protection and related services to vulnerable populations. The other stakeholders report refers to the ratification of the Optional Protocol, and a failure of the National Council for Persons with Disabilities to implement its strategic plan and carry out its mandate, it recommended that Kenya implement an employment policy including PWDs in key influential positions in government institutions and added that disabled women are subject to double discrimination and continue to miss out on education, training and employment and are often marginalized to the sidelines when key decisions are made.

UN compilation report- paragraphs 20, 57 and 70

Other stakeholders report- paragraphs 1, 5, 13 and 14

IDA's recommendations

· To include anti discrimination clauses in the Constitution, including on the ground of disability, and to amend the 2003 Persons with Disability Act to include a specific protection from discrimination.

· To ensure necessary resources to the effective implementation of the strategic plan of the National Council for Persons with Disabilities.
· To adopt measures to eliminate the discrimination against women with disabilities in the areas of education, training and employment and decision-making.
· To implement an employment policy for persons with disabilities for positions in government institutions.
9. Kiribati

The UN compilation report raises that many children with disabilities did not attend school. CRC recommended that Kiribati take all necessary measures to address all forms of discrimination, including social discrimination and discrimination against children with disabilities in remote areas. It also recommended that Kiribati pursue its efforts to provide equal educational opportunities for these children, including by providing the necessary support and ensuring that teachers are trained to educate them within regular schools.

UN compilation report- paragraphs 16, 18, 20

Other stakeholders report- paragraphs
IDA's recommendations

· To consider becoming a State Party to the CRPD and to the Optional Protocol to the CRPD.
· To take all necessary measures to eliminate discrimination against children with disabilities in remote areas and to ensure that they have access to inclusive education, including by providing the necessary support and ensuring that teachers are trained to educate them within regular schools.
10. Kuwait

The UN compilation report refers to equality and non-discrimination, in the context of education of children with disabilities. The other stakeholders report refers to ratification of the CRPD.

National report: Human rights under domestic law.

UN compilation report- paragraph 20

Other stakeholders report- paragraph 2

IDA's recommendations

· To consider becoming a State Party to the CRPD and to the Optional Protocol to the CRPD.
· To ensure that the future law on the welfare of persons with disabilities is fully in line with the CRPD, thus ensuring the full participation of persons with disabilities in society, including through the protection from discrimination in all areas of life.
11. Kyrgyzstan

The UN compilation report raises issues under the rights to equality and non-discrimination, social security and an adequate standard of living, torture, health, and inhuman treatment of children in psychiatric hospitals. The other stakeholders report refers to ratification and, like the UN compilation report, to equality and non-discrimination, and also to the right to life, liberty and security of the person.

UN compilation report- paragraphs 16, 48-49

Other stakeholders report- paragraphs 1, 10, 16-17
IDA's recommendations

· To consider becoming a State Party to the CRPD and to the Optional Protocol to the CRPD.

· To ensure that children with disabilities, including children with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities, are not institutionalized by reason of disability; and, to respect their right to live in a family like all other children.

· To adopt necessary measures to protect people with disabilities from involuntary placement in psychiatric hospitals and to protect the rights of those that are currently placed in these hospitals, including the right to access basic rights such as food, water, clothing, heating and  health care.
· To ensure that torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment is not inflicted on persons with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities, to investigate allegations of such torture or treatment, to prosecute those responsible, and to improve access to justice for victims with disabilities.

12. Lao People's Democratic Republic 

The National report confirms that a draft Decree on Persons with Disabilities had been prepared by the responsible  sector and is now pending adoption by the Government. The other stakeholders report noted the absence of awareness and education  of persons with disabilities in the cities and in the rural areas. 
UN compilation report- paragraphs- paragraphs 32 and 49

Other stakeholders report- paragraphs 1, 9 and 15

National report- paragraphs 17, 19, 30, 54-55, 57, 68

IDA's recommendations

· To consider becoming a State Party to the Optional Protocol to the CRPD.

· To ensure that all aspects of its draft Decree on Persons with Disabilities and all relevant legislation, policies and programs are compatible with the CRPD.

· To adopt a global strategy to eliminate discriminatory attitudes on grounds of disability in all parts of the country.

13. Lesotho 

The UN compilation report raises issues under the right to equality and non-discrimination. The other stakeholders report also raised equality and non-discrimination, regarding equal treatment of children and non-discrimination on the ground of disability.

UN compilation report- paragraphs 8, 15, 63

Other stakeholders report- paragraph 12

National report- paragraphs 60-63, 64, and 98

IDA's recommendations

· To consider becoming a State Party to the Optional Protocol to the CRPD.

· To revise all laws and make necessary changes, including through public awareness-raising campaigns, to ensure equal treatment of children with disabilities.
14. Spain

The UN compilation report refers that persons with disabilities in Spain are still unable to exercise their  rights on equal terms,  to update data available on  the number of prison inmates with some kind of disability and it refers to complaints of inequality in access to and quality of sexual health services received by persons with disabilities.

UN compilation report- paragraph 11

Other stakeholders report- paragraphs 10, 18 and 33

National report- paragraphs 21, 67, 70, 73-77, 81, and 86

IDA's recommendations

· To provide information on the investigation initiated in 2008 to update data available on  the number of prison inmates with some kind of disability.
· To ensure that persons with disabilities can exercise their  rights on equal terms, and that Spain's policies for disabled persons provide for participation and consultation with representative organizations,  especially at the regional and local levels.
· To ensure that persons with disabilities have access to quality sexual health services.  
15. Sweden

The UN compilation report refers that persons with disabilities often faced difficulties  in obtaining adequate services and housing. It also regretted that the employment rate for  persons with disabilities had decreased in recent years. CESCR expressed similar  concerns, as did CEDAW regarding women with disabilities and CRC regarding  children with disabilities.  The other stakeholders report stated that persons with disabilities face discrimination and human  rights violations in many areas, but especially in terms of access to public transportation, recommended that Sweden conduct a thorough inventory of laws and regulations to bring to  light those that are not in accordance with the principle of equality and/or the CRPD, as well as the right to life, liberty and security of the person with regard to sexual violence against women with disabilities.

UN compilation report- paragraphs 6, 34, 41, 58, 59-60, 75, and 80

Other stakeholders report- paragraphs 10 and 19

IDA's recommendations

· To take targeted measures to eliminate the gender inequality that results in increased discrimination against women with disabilities as compared to men with disabilities and to pay special attention to the issue of sexual violence faced by women with disabilities.
· To conduct a thorough inventory of laws and regulations to bring to light those that are not in accordance with the right to equality and/or the CRPD, and ensure the full realization of the rights of persons with disabilities.

· To take measures to ensure the effective implementation of accessibility provisions.
· To adopt effective measures to increase the employment rate for  persons with disabilities, which has decreased in recent years. 

16. Turkey

The UN compilation report indicates that Turkey still faces difficulties in addressing the physical  accessibilities of persons with disabilities mainly due to physical barriers and lack of  awareness. 

IDA's recommendations

· To ensure the right to equality and non-discrimination by improving physical accessibility and by removing physical barriers to full participation and inclusion in society. 

· To fix the lack of awareness and eliminate negative stereotypes about persons with disabilities through awareness-raising campaigns in line with the CRPD.
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