WHAT IS A GENERAL COMMENT?

Each of the human rights treaty bodies publishes its interpretation of the provisions of the human rights treaty it monitors in the form of general comments (the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination and the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women uses the term “general recommendations”).

General comments provide guidance on the implementation of a convention. They cover a variety of subjects ranging from comprehensive interpretation of substantive provisions to general guidance on the information on specific articles of the treaty that States should submit in their reports.
(Extract of the OHCHR Civil Society Handbook, 2008, p 43)
