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ANDORRA 
CEDAW/C/AND/CO/2-3


Education

27.
The Committee is concerned about:

(e)
The wide gap between girls and boys with disabilities having access to education and the lack of initiatives to combat prejudices and stereotypes against them at school. 

28.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(e)
Ensure that girls and boys with disabilities have access to education and combat discrimination against school girls on the basis of sex and disability.
Employment

29.
The Committee expresses its concern about:

(e)
The obstacles facing women with disabilities in accessing vocational training and the labour market; and

30.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(f)
Ensure access to employment for women with disabilities by providing adequate vocational training and accessible information on employment opportunities, including self-employment; and
41.
The Committee notes that the adherence of the State party to the nine major international human rights instruments  would enhance the enjoyment by women of their human rights and fundamental freedoms in all aspects of life. The Committee therefore encourages the State party to consider ratifying the treaties to which it is not yet a party, i.e., the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and its Optional Protocol, the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol. 
BENIN
CEDAW/C/BEN/CO/4
No references to women or girls with disabilities.

CAMBODIA
CEDAW/C/KHM/CO/4-5
Health

36.
While noting the efforts made by the State party in reducing maternal and infant mortality, the Committee is concerned about the unavailability of modern forms of contraceptives and the prevalence of unsafe abortions, which contributes to maternal mortality. The Committee remains concerned that, notwithstanding the progress made in reducing HIV transmission, there are new cases of HIV through mother to child transmission (MTCT), as well as new cases affecting vulnerable populations such as women engaged in prostitution. The Committee is also concerned about discrimination against pregnant mothers living with HIV/AIDS and the pressure on them from medical practitioners to undergo abortion. The Committee is further concerned at the limited access to sexual and reproductive health services, particularly for women in rural areas.

37.
The Committee calls upon the State party to:

(a)
Ensure that medically safe modern methods of abortion are available and accessible, in line with General Recommendation No. 24 (2004) on women and health;

(b)
Provide free antiretroviral treatment for women and men living with HIV/AIDS, including women engaged in prostitution and pregnant women in order to prevent MTCT;

(c)
Combat all forms of discrimination against pregnant women living with HIV/AIDS; and 

(d)
Intensify the provision of sexual and reproductive health information and services to women including modern methods of contraception, particularly to those living in rural areas.

38.
While noting the introduction of the ID Poor Card for accessing health services by indigent persons, the Committee is concerned that poor women, migrant domestic workers, women with disabilities and older women face difficulties in accessing health services. 

39.
The Committee recommends the State party to:

(a)
Strengthen the implementation of programmes and policies aimed at providing affordable access for women to health-care, particularly poor women, women with disabilities and older women; and

(b)
Pay special attention to the health needs of women with disabilities by ensuring their access to prenatal care and reproductive health services.

COLOMBIA
CEDAW/C/COL/CO/7-8
Health

29.
The Committee expresses its concern at:

(a)
The very limited implementation of Constitutional Court’s Ruling C-355 (2006) which guarantees access to legal abortion under the grounds of life or health risks for the mother, rape and serious of the foetus; the public campaigning against its implementation by high authorities of the State party; and the prevalence of invasive and expensive abortion procedures;

(b)
The high number of unsafe abortions and the refusals by health professionals to provide post-abortion services to women;

(c)
The high prevalence of teenage pregnancy; 

(d)
 The high rate of childbearing women who use sterilization as a family planning method; and

(e)
Cases of forced sterilization of women with disabilities and women living with HIV/AIDS. 

30.
The Committee recommends that the State party: 

(a)
Guarantee women’s access to legal abortion by ensuring compliance with the Constitutional Court’s Ruling C-355 (2006), developing monitoring and accountability mechanisms, including sanctions, sensitizing the relevant authorities and professionals on health and sexual and reproductive rights; and expanding the availability of medically safe modern abortion methods;

(b)
Ensure the provision of post-abortion health care services for women who have undergone an unsafe abortion; 

(c)
Effectively implement the Policy on the Prevention of Teenage Pregnancies (2012) and ensure universal access to health services and to information on sexual and reproductive health and rights and education, particularly to adolescent girls and boys; 

(d)
Take measures to decrease the use of sterilization as a family planning method by conducting awareness raising campaigns on the use of modern reversible contraceptive methods and ensuring their availability for girls and women of childbearing age; and 

(e)
Amend and develop the regulatory framework as well as guidance provided to medical practitioners to ensure that sterilization is carried out with the free and informed consent of women, including women with disabilities and women living with HIV/AIDS.

MOLDOVA
CEDAW/C/MDA/CO/4-5
Temporary special measures 

15.
While noting that some temporary special measures have been inserted in the proposed amendment to the Law on Government to encourage the participation of women in political life, the Committee is concerned that similar legislative attempts to introduce quotas for women candidates on political parties’ lists have failed. The Committee is further concerned about the lack of understanding of article 4, paragraph 1, of the Convention, and that temporary special measures are not being used in other areas covered by the Convention to accelerate the achievement of de facto equality of women and men. 
16.
The Committee urges the State party to expedite its efforts to adopt the proposed amendment to the Law on Government and to sensitize parliamentarians on the importance of women’s engagement in public life. The Committee further recommends that the State party adopt temporary special measures, in accordance with article 4, paragraph 1, of the Convention, where women, including women from ethnic minorities and women with disabilities, are underrepresented or disadvantaged, and evaluate and publish gender impact analyses of these measures.

Stereotypes 

17.
The Committee reiterates its concern about the persistence of patriarchal attitudes and deep-rooted stereotypes regarding the roles and responsibilities of women and men in the family and in society (CEDAW/C/MDA/CO/3, para. 18). It notes that such attitudes and stereotypes are root causes of (1) women’s disadvantaged position in the State party in political and public life; (2) violence against women in the State party; and (3) gender segregation as reflected in women and girls’ educational choices and employment options. In addition, the Committee is concerned about the persistent stereotyping of older women and women with disabilities, as well as about the existence of sexist advertisements. Lastly, it is concerned that although the State party is a secular state, religious institutions often perpetuate traditional gender roles in the family and in society and influence state policies with an impact on human rights. 

18.
The Committee urges the State party to: 

(a)
Eliminate all forms of sex and gender-based discrimination throughout the education system and in informal education programmes with a view to removing gender stereotypes from educational materials; incorporating human rights education in school curricula; and, introducing mandatory courses in all teacher training programmes on ways and which schooling reproduces gender inequalities; 

(b)
Develop a comprehensive strategy across all sectors targeted at women and men, girls and boys, to overcome patriarchal and gender-based stereotypical attitudes concerning the roles and responsibilities of women and men in the family and in society;

(c)
Develop public awareness programmes and training programmes for decision-makers, employers, youth, and disadvantaged groups of women, including older women and women with disabilities, on women’s rights in all areas covered by the Convention; 

(d)
Expeditiously adopt the Law on Publicity that aims, among other things, to prohibit the use of sexist advertisement and ensure its effective implementation; and,

(e)
Ensure that local authorities promote policies based on gender equality principles, without interference of religious institutions.
Violence against women

20.
Recalling its General Recommendation No. 19 (1992) on violence against women, the Committee urges the State party to: 

(a)
Strengthen the enforcement of the Criminal Code and the Law on Preventing and Combating Family Violence, and other relevant domestic law, and ensure that all women and girls, including in particular older women, Roma women and girls, women and girls with disabilities, are protected from violence and have access to immediate means of redress; launch ex-officio investigations in all such crimes and ensure that perpetrators are prosecuted and punished commensurate to the gravity of the crime; 

(b)
Expedite its efforts to amend the Law on Preventing and Combating Family Violence to supplement the court-ordered protection with a system of police-ordered protection so as to enable the issuance of police emergency protection orders; 

(c)
Remove any impediments faced by women in gaining access to justice and ensure that legal aid is made available to all victims of violence; encourage women to report incidents of domestic and sexual violence by raising awareness about the criminal nature of such acts; provide adequate assistance and protection to women victims of violence, including Roma women; and increase the number and funding of shelters and guarantee national coverage extending to women from rural areas and the Transnistria region;
Participation in political and public life

23.
The Committee notes the proposed amendment to the Law on Government that provides for a mandatory 40% quota of female candidates on political parties’ lists, as well as the proposed amendment to the Law on Financing Political Parties that provides for monetary incentives to political parties promoting female candidates. The Committee is particularly concerned at the continued low representation of women in Parliament and in government positions at the State, national and local levels. The Committee is further concerned that disadvantaged groups of women, including Roma women and women with disabilities, are, in practice, almost completely excluded from political and public life.

24.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Study the root causes that prevent women from participation in public and political life and design strategies to overcome obstacles, and take effective measures to ensure that the proposed temporary special measures aimed at advancing women in political life and in leadership positions are swiftly adopted; 

(b)
Increase its efforts to provide training and capacity-building for women to enable them to enter public office and enhance awareness-raising campaigns on the importance of women’s full and equal participation in political and public life; and,

(c)
Introduce procedures to ensure effective participation of Roma women and women with disabilities in elected offices and appointed bodies.
Education

25.
While noting the high level of education of women and girls in the State party, the Committee remains concerned about the persistent segregation of women and girls into traditionally female dominated fields of study at the post-secondary level and their underrepresentation in engineering, technological and other fields of education, which negatively impact their chances of integration into higher paying sectors in the labour market. The Committee further expresses concern about the limited access to mainstream and inclusive education by Roma girls and girls with disabilities which result in their low enrolment rates and the high drop-out rates at the primary school level, as well as at the negative attitudes towards Roma among teachers and school administrators.

26.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Encourage young women to choose non-traditional fields of study and professions, including through the adoption of temporary special measures, and implement programmes aimed at counselling boys and girls on the full range of educational choices; and,

(b)
Promote access by Roma girls and girls with disabilities to quality mainstream and inclusive education and their retention at all levels of education, by tackling anti-Roma sentiment, and raising awareness on the importance of education as the basis for the empowerment of women, and strengthening the implementation of re-entry policies enabling such drop-out girls to return to school. 
Employment

27.
The Committee is concerned about the continued occupational segregation and over-representation of women in the lowest-paid sectors which also result in low pensions for women; the lack of implementation of the principle of equal pay for work of equal value and the persistent gender wage gap; and the exclusion of Roma women and women with disabilities from the formal labour market. The Committee is further concerned that women working in the informal sector, including rural women and older women, are not covered by social and legal protection. The Committee reiterates its concern about overprotective maternity leave in the Labour Code and the lack of parental leave that reinforces the unequal division of family responsibilities between women and men, and may drive women into unemployment and poverty. The Committee also expresses its concern at the different mandatory retirement ages for men and women (57 years for women as compared to 62 years for men) as well as at the impact that early, unequal retirement has in reinforcing stereotypes and driving many older women into poverty.

28.
The Committee recommends the State party to:

(a)
Strengthen efforts to eliminate occupational segregation including through the adoption of temporary special measures, and adopt measures to implement the principle of equal pay for work of equal value and to narrow and close the gender wage gap by applying job evaluation schemes in the public sector connected with wage increases in sectors dominated by women;

(b)
Increase access by Roma women, rural women, women with disabilities and older women to formal employment, inter alia, by ensuring the effective implementation of the Gender Equality Strategy (2010-2015); 

Health

31.
The Committee is concerned about the high rate of abortion and the low use, availability, affordability and accessibility of modern forms of contraception, particularly in the Transnistria region and rural areas, which indicate that abortion is used as a method of birth control. The Committee is particularly concerned about reports of practices of coercive sterilization, including in particular women with disabilities, rural women, and Roma women. The Committee notes with concern that the current Ministry of Health regulation on sterilization specifies mental disability as an indicator for sterilization. The Committee is further concerned about the lack of education programmes on sexual and reproductive health and rights in schools, and the lack of sex-disaggregated data. The Committee is also concerned at the limited access and affordability of health care for older women. 

32.
The Committee urges the State party to: 

(a)
Ensure availability, accessibility and affordability of modern methods of contraception for girls and women;

(b)
Expand the availability of medically safe modern methods of abortion, including in Transnistrian region and rural areas;

(c)
Raise awareness about the importance of using contraceptives for family planning, and consider including abortion as well as contraceptives in the basic insurance package;

(d)
Amend and develop the regulatory framework as well as guidance provided to medical practitioners to ensure that sterilization is only carried out in conformity with international law, in particular with the free and informed consent of the women concerned; 

(e)
Introduce age-appropriate education on sexual and reproductive health and rights in the school curricula, including on responsible sexual behaviour;

(f)
Ensure access and affordability of health care to older women and train health workers on geriatric care; and,

(g)
Integrate a gender perspective in all health interventions and policies and collect and analyse sex-disaggregated data. 
Disadvantaged groups of women

37.
The Committee notes the limited information and data available on other disadvantaged groups of women, such as older women and women with disabilities. The Committee is concerned about the marginalization of these women and their vulnerability to intersecting forms of discrimination. The Committee is particularly concerned about the situation of women with disabilities in residential institutions, where they are at high risk of abuse, including sexual assault. The Committee is further concerned that such acts are often unreported and that perpetrators are rarely brought to justice. Lastly, the Committee is concerned about the discriminatory guardianship system for women with intellectual and psychosocial disabilities permitting the removal of their legal capacity. 

38.
The Committee calls upon the State party to:


(a)
Collect comprehensive statistical data in its next census disaggregated by sex and age on the situation of disadvantaged groups of women, including Roma women, women with disabilities, rural women and older women, in all areas covered by the Convention;

(b)
Take effective measures, including temporary special measures, with a view to accelerating the realization of substantive equality for such disadvantaged groups of women; 

(c)
Disseminate and ensure implementation of the 2012 Law on Social Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities, including by creating mechanisms to enforce quotas concerning employment of persons with disabilities;

(d)
Effectively investigate all cases of sexual assault against women with disabilities in residential institutions; facilitate access to quality reproductive health care to such women; and ensure that all medical interventions are based on informed consent; and,

(e) 
Reform the guardianship system so as to bring it in conformity with Article 12 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
Follow-up to concluding observations

45.
The Committee requests the State party to provide, within two years, written information on the steps undertaken to implement the recommendations contained in paragraphs 20(a, b, c and d) and 28(b) above.
SEYCHELLES
CEDAW/C/SYC/CO/1-5
Temporary special measures

18.
While welcoming the results achieved in ensuring substantive equality between women and men in the area of political life, health and education without the use of temporary special measures, the Committee remains concerned that no temporary special measures are in place or are planned to be applied as part of a necessary strategy to accelerate the achievement of substantive equality between women and men in areas where women are still underrepresented or disadvantaged, including in the area of employment where the better performance of women and girls in mathematics and scientific professions is not translated into employment of women; or, for disadvantaged groups of women, including women with disabilities and older women.

19.
The Committee encourages the State party to consider using temporary special measures, in accordance with article 4, paragraph 1, of the Convention, as interpreted in the Committee’s General Recommendation No. 25 (2004) on temporary special measures, in all areas covered by the Convention where women are underrepresented or disadvantaged, including in the area of employment where the better performance of women and girls in mathematics and scientific professions is not translated into employment of women; and, for disadvantaged groups of women, including women with disabilities and older women.

TAJIKISTAN
CEDAW/C/TJK/CO/4-5
Disadvantaged groups of women

31.
The Committee is concerned about the particular vulnerability of refugee women, older women, migrant women who work overseas, as well as those left behind by male migrants, stateless women, including so called “border wives”, and women and girls with disabilities who suffer multiple forms of discrimination. It is also concerned about obstacles preventing them from enjoying adequate access to health-care services, social benefits, education, employment and participation in political and public life. While noting the information and data provided on some groups of women, the Committee is concerned at the lack of detailed statistical data disaggregated by sex, age and nationality status in order to accurately assess the situation of disadvantaged groups of women. 

32.
The Committee recommends that the State party: 

(a)
Take all necessary measures, including temporary special measures, to improve the situation of disadvantaged groups of women, to protect them from exploitation and to improve their access to health-care services, social benefits, education and employment opportunities and participation in political and public life; 

(b)
Establish mechanisms to regularly monitor the impact of social and economic policies on disadvantaged groups of women, including by taking a comprehensive multifaceted approach to address the specific challenges of migration that may affect women; 

(c)
Provide comprehensive information and statistical data, disaggregated by sex, age and nationality status that can be used to assess the situation of disadvantaged groups of women; 

(d)
Take necessary measures to address statelessness of women and children in the State party, including through amendment and enactment of relevant legislation, as well as through compulsory birth registration; and

(e)
Ratify the Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons (1954) and the Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness (1961). 
Health

27.
The Committee reiterates its concern (CEDAW/C/TJK/CO/3, para.31) about the limited access to adequate health care services for women, especially in rural areas. While acknowledging the progress achieved by the State party in reducing maternal mortality, the Committee is concerned that maternal mortality still remains high (37,2 per 100,000 live births), due to the lack of adequate obstetric care, infrastructure and skilled personnel, among others. The Committee is also concerned at the growing incidence of HIV/AIDS among women in the State party and the lack of adequate access to health care services for them, as well as stigmatization and discrimination against women living with HIV/AIDS. 

28.
The Committee calls upon the State party to: 

a)
Increase access for women and girls, in particular in rural and remote areas, to basic healthcare services and address obstacles to women’s access to health care; 

b)
Strengthen the maternal mortality reduction programme by addressing the limited access to obstetric services, developing reproductive health infrastructure and increasing the number of skilled personnel; and

c)
Develop strategies to combat HIV/AIDS with a gender perspective, strengthen the provision of free anti-retroviral treatment to all women and men living with HIV/AIDS, including pregnant women so as to prevent mother-to-child transmission, and ensure that women and girls living with HIV/AIDS are not subjected to stigmatization and discrimination.

Ratification of other treaties

39.
The Committee notes that the adherence of the State party to the nine major international human rights instruments would enhance the enjoyment by women of their human rights and fundamental freedoms in all aspects of life. The Committee therefore encourages the State party to consider ratifying the treaties to which it is not yet a party, i.e. the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance. 

