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CHINA
CRC/C/CHN/CO/3-4
Allocation of resources 

(b)
Crucial areas, such as compulsory education, maternal and child health care, health infrastructure and quality assurance of services, as well as plans for expansion of welfare and other services to children living in poverty and disadvantaged families, including services for children with disabilities, continue to be underfunded;

(c)
In Hong Kong, China, resource allocations to education and social welfare remain inadequate and do not effectively target the most vulnerable groups, particularly children of ethnic or linguistic minorities, asylum-seeking children, children living in poverty and children with disabilities.

14.
In light of its day of general discussion in 2007 on “Resources for the Rights of the Child – Responsibility of States” and with emphasis on articles 2, 3, 4 and 6 of the Convention, the Committee recommends that:

(c)
Strategic budgetary lines be defined in mainland China, Hong Kong, China and Macao, China for children in disadvantaged or vulnerable situations that may require affirmative social measures, for example children of ethnic minorities, children with disabilities and migrant children, and that those budgetary lines be ensured protection even in situations of economic crisis, natural disasters or other emergencies.

Data collection

16.
The Committee recommends that the State party review the secrecy laws and regulations in mainland China in order to ensure that information concerning children, particularly regarding violence against children, infanticide, child labour, juvenile justice, children with disabilities and children affected by migration, is systematically collected, made publicly available and discussed and used for the development of policies and plans on children’s rights. In this regard, the Committee further recommends that the State party establish in mainland China an independent review mechanism for the classification of State secrets.

18.
The Committee strongly recommends that centralized data collection systems be established in Macao, China and Hong Kong, China to collect independently verifiable data on children, and to analyse the data collected as a basis for assessing progress achieved in the realization of child rights and for designing policies and programmes to implement the Convention. The data should be disaggregated by age, sex, geographic location, ethnicity and socioeconomic background to facilitate analysis of the situation of all children, with particular attention to children of ethnic minorities, documented or undocumented migrant children, refugee and asylum-seeking children and children with disabilities.
Child rights and the business sector

23.
The Committee is deeply concerned about the incidence and prevalence of lead poisoning of children in mainland China, which has resulted in permanent mental and physical disabilities among hundreds of thousands of children, especially in poor and rural areas. The Committee is particularly concerned about the lack of remedial solutions for the affected children and their families, reports of threats against individuals seeking treatment and information and of refusals to provide appropriate treatment for the affected children.

24.
The Committee draws the State party’s attention to its general comment No. 16 (2013) and recommends that it strengthen the implementation of regulations in mainland China to ensure that the business sector complies with international and national human rights, labour, environment and other standards, particularly as regards child rights. The Committee recommends that the State party:

Non-discrimination

25.
The Committee is deeply concerned at the continuous violations of the rights of and discrimination against Tibetan and Uighur children and children of Falun Gong practitioners in mainland China, including their right to freedom of religion, language and culture. The Committee is further concerned about the persistence of discrimination against children with disabilities, children of migrant workers, refugee and asylum-seeking children, and children infected with or affected by HIV/AIDS, particularly in relation to education, housing, health care and other social services.

26.
In light of article 2 of the Convention, the Committee urges the State party to take immediate action in mainland China to eliminate policies, practices and security measures that disproportionately affect or discriminate against Tibetan and Uighur children and children of Falun Gong practitioners. It further recommends that the State party identify and eliminate all forms of discrimination, including in education, and health and social services, against children with disabilities, children of migrant workers, refugee and asylum-seeking children and children infected with or affected by HIV/AIDS.

29.
The Committee reiterates its concern about the persistence of discrimination against children with disabilities, refugee and asylum-seeking children and undocumented children of migrant workers in Hong Kong, China. It is concerned about the justification provided by Macao, China in response to the Committee’s request to provide information on the practical implementation of article 2, namely, that no complaints related to discrimination have been recorded in its jurisdiction.

30.
The Committee recommends that Hong Kong, China intensify measures, including awareness-raising, identification of discriminatory policies and timely implementation of relevant programmes, to combat discrimination against children with disabilities, undocumented children of migrant workers, and refugee and asylum-seeking children, and to ensure that these children have equal access to basic services, including health, education and other social services. The Committee reminds Macao, China that the absence of formal complaints does not imply that children are not discriminated against in its jurisdiction and recommends that it actively seek information on discrimination, especially with respect to children who are vulnerable to discrimination, and pursue all legislative and policy measures to eliminate all forms of discrimination against children.

Right to life, survival and development

Infanticide

33.
The Committee notes as positive the “Care for Girls” campaign to change traditional preferences for boys and promote greater recognition of the value of girls in mainland China. However, it is seriously concerned that despite such programmes, infanticide, particularly of girls and children with disabilities, remains pervasive, a problem which is exacerbated by the one-child policy in mainland China.

34.
In light of article 6 of the Convention, the Committee urges the State party to consider revising its stringent family planning policy in an effort to combat infanticide, in particular of girls and children with disabilities and to ensure that every child’s inalienable rights to life and survival are protected. It specifically recommends that the State party: 

(a)
Adopt comprehensive legal and policy measures to address the underlying factors for infanticide, including the one-child policy;

(b)
Ensure more effective and consistent application and enforcement of laws against infanticide in all provinces and prefectures;

(c)
Improve ways to count, verify and register every birth.

Children deprived of a family environment 

52.
The Committee is seriously concerned about the widespread abandonment of children in mainland China, particularly children with disabilities and girls, mainly due to the State party’s family planning policy and discrimination and stigma attached to children with disabilities and girls. Furthermore, while it notes that the NPCD calls for an increase in qualified child welfare professionals by 2020, the Committee is concerned that the NPCD and other new policies advocate for the establishment of children’s homes and offer greater funding for such institutions than for kinship and community-based care, which could unintentionally create incentives for government agencies to institutionalize children rather than seek community-based alternative care options.

53.
The Committee is concerned about the absence of procedures for regular review of the placement of children in care in Hong Kong, China and the lack of legislation on the termination of parental rights when necessary. It is also concerned about the insufficient professional support and care provided to families and children in Hong Kong, China and that the best interests of the child and the right of the child to be heard are not sufficiently considered in family crisis situations. The Committee is concerned that in Hong Kong, China and Macao, China, children deprived of family care are placed in residential institutions rather than in family-based care.

54.
The Committee urges the State party to take immediate steps in mainland China to eliminate the widespread stigma in relation to girls and children with disabilities and reform its family planning policy, in an effort to address the root causes of the abandonment of girls and children with disabilities. It further recommends that, in all areas under the State party’s jurisdiction, the best interests of the child be prioritized in all decisions about alternative care for children and that community-based, family-type care be preferred over institutionalization. The Committee further recommends that the State party continue to increase the number of professionals working with children and provide training to all professionals, including through allocation of additional government resources. 

55.
The Committee recommends that Hong Kong, China implement the Law Reform Commission’s recommendations concerning law and procedural reforms in this area and that Macao, China and Hong Kong, China increase resources and services, including family and psychosocial counselling and parent education, and train all professionals working with children. It further recommends that the rights of the child to have his or her best interests taken as a primary consideration and to be heard are fully taken into account in all decisions regarding custody, residence, contact or other issues which have an important impact on the life and development of the child.

Children with disabilities

58.
With respect to mainland China, the Committee notes as positive the adoption of various policies that promote the rights of children with disabilities. However, it notes with concern that the State party continues to adopt a medical approach to disability and that the services for children with disabilities are centred mostly on institutions for physical “rehabilitation”. It is specifically concerned about: 

(a)
The continued exception made to the one-child policy whereby families with a child with disabilities are allowed to have a second child, a policy which promotes stigmatization of children with disabilities; 

(b)
The widespread stigma attached to children with disabilities and the multiple forms of discrimination they experience, including limited access to education, health care and social services;

(c)
The severe urban-rural disparity in the number of children with disabilities, and the high number of children with disabilities living in institutions, particularly in rural areas;

(d)
The State party’s policy of actively developing segregated special schools while devoting few resources to the education of children with disabilities in mainstream schools. The Committee is further concerned about reports that children with disabilities are denied admission by mainstream schools, pressured to leave the schools, or sometimes expelled due to their disabilities.

59.
The Committee is concerned about the lack of screening programmes for early detection of disabilities in all areas of the State party.

60.
With regard to Macao, China, the Committee is concerned that children with disabilities experience de facto discrimination and have limited access to inclusive education and well-trained, motivated teachers. It is further concerned about the lack of disaggregated data on children with disabilities in Hong Kong, China, and that reports indicate that they are commonly excluded and discriminated against, including by teachers, and bullied by their peers.  

61.
Recalling its general comment No. 9 (2006), the Committee urges the State party to adopt a human rights-based approach to disability, and specifically recommends that it:

(a)
Repeal all provisions which result in de facto discrimination against children with disabilities and include a specific prohibition of discrimination on the ground of disability in all relevant legislation and policies, including the proposed Regulations on the Education of People with Disabilities; and ensure that children with disabilities in mainland China are involved in the formulation and implementation of the policies and plans affecting them at all levels;

(b)
Independently monitor all cases of disability-based discrimination in mainland China and in Hong Kong, China and Macao, China and provide effective remedies in cases of violations of the rights of children with disabilities;

(c)
Prevent and eliminate institutional-based care for children with disabilities in mainland China, take immediate steps for deinstitutionalization within a reasonable time frame and develop family and community-based care and services as alternatives to institutional care; 

(d)
Further develop screening services for prevention and early detection of disabilities in mainland China, Hong Kong, China and Macao, China, and provide proper follow-up and early development programmes;

(e)
Promptly identify and remove all barriers, including physical, that prevent students with disabilities from entering and staying in the mainstream system in all areas of the State party and reallocate resources from the special education system to promote inclusive education in mainstream schools;  

(f)
Intensify its efforts to tackle bullying of children with disabilities in schools in Hong Kong, China, including by teaching human rights, peace and tolerance, providing vocational education for teachers and employing special assistance for children in the classes. Furthermore, Hong Kong, China should systematically collect disaggregated data on children with disabilities and use the collected data in the formulation of policies and programmes for children with disabilities;

(g)
Conduct awareness-raising and educational campaigns targeting children with disabilities, the public at large and specific groups of professionals, with a view to preventing and eliminating de facto discrimination against children with disabilities in all areas of the State party.

Health

64.
The Committee is deeply concerned about the unsafe vaccinations and blood transfusions that have affected thousands of children across mainland China, causing HIV infection, serious illness or disability and deaths. It is further concerned that many of the families of children who died or were seriously affected have not received any redress, that there is an increase in mother-to-child transmission of HIV/AIDS and that children infected with or affected by HIV/AIDS lack free treatment and health care. It also notes with concern the lack of official statistics on the number of children affected in these incidents or on their current situation in mainland China.

65.
The Committee is further concerned about the decrease in exclusive breastfeeding and the incidents of contaminated infant formula in mainland China.

66.
The Committee strongly recommends that the State party:

(a)
Intensify its efforts to reform laws and strengthen implementation of regulations on food and health safety standards, including for the business sector, and ensure that any officials or companies violating international and national environment and health standards are appropriately sanctioned and remedies provided when violations occur;

(b)
Collect systematic data on children affected and take all measures to ensure that all children and their families have access to effective redress, including free medical treatment and adequate compensation; 
(c)
Effectively implement the central Government’s policy of providing HIV-infected children and orphans with free anti-HIV drugs, free schooling and a minimum monthly subsidy of 600 yuan (US$ 95), as reported in its replies to the Committee;  

Adolescent health 

67.
The Committee is disturbed by reports of forced sterilization and abortions in mainland China targeting, among others, teenage girls, carried out by local family planning officials in the context of the implementation of the one-child policy, practices which contravene the fundamental principles and provisions in the Convention. 

68.
The Committee recommends that the State party promptly and independently investigate and publicly report all incidents of forced abortions and forced sterilization of teenage girls by local authorities in mainland China, and prosecute all officials responsible for such crimes.

Mental health

71.
The Committee remains concerned about the limited access to and long waiting periods for mental health services available for children in mainland China and Hong Kong, China.

72.
The Committee reiterates its previous recommendation that, in all areas under its jurisdiction, the State party expand preventive and therapeutic mental health services for adolescents (CRC/C/CHN/CO/2, para. 65) and that it adopt comprehensive child mental health policies and ensure that mental health promotion, counselling and prevention of mental health disorders in primary health care, schools and communities are integral features in each policy. 

Standard of living

73.
While welcoming the plan of Hong Kong, China to increase its supply of public housing, the Committee is concerned about the housing conditions in certain poor areas. Furthermore, the Committee is concerned about the increasing child poverty in mainland China and Hong Kong, China and that children of migrants, children of ethnic minorities and asylum-seeking children are disproportionately represented among the poor and live below the poverty line.

74.
The Committee urges Hong Kong, China to expedite the implementation of its public housing programme. It further recommends that mainland China and Hong Kong, China adopt a multidimensional set of criteria for assessing and addressing child poverty and take all necessary measures to eliminate regional, ethnic and urban-rural disparities in children’s standard of living through, inter alia, social protection and targeted programmes for children and families who are particularly vulnerable to poverty, such as migrant children, children of ethnic minorities and asylum-seeking children.
KUWAIT
CRC/C/KWT/CO/2
Allocation of resources

15.
The Committee notes as positive that financial allocations to education accounted for 14 per cent of the State budget in 2008 and that spending on health care increased in 2013. However, the Committee regrets that insufficient information has been provided by the State party on the resources allocated for the implementation of the Convention and in particular on the specific budgetary allocations for the provision of critical social services to children in the most disadvantaged situations, particularly bidoon children, children with disabilities and children of migrant workers. 

16.
The Committee urges the State party to:

(a)
Utilize a child-rights approach in the development of the State budget by implementing a tracking system for the allocation and use of resources for children throughout the budget, thus providing visibility to the investment in children and allowing impact assessments on how investments in any sector may serve to fulfil children’s rights;

(b)
Ensure transparent and participatory budgeting through public dialogue, especially with children and for proper accountability by local authorities; and 

(c)
Define strategic budgetary lines for children in disadvantaged or vulnerable situations, in particular bidoon children, children with disabilities and children of migrant workers.
Children with disabilities

55.
While welcoming the adoption of Act No. 8/2010 on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the establishment of the Higher Council for Persons with Disabilities, the Committee is concerned that:

(a)
Bidoon children with disabilities are not included as beneficiaries of Act No. 8/2010;

(b)
Although Act No. 8/2010 refers to inclusive education, children with disabilities continue to be enrolled in special schools or are concentrated in one classroom in private schools;

(c)
School teachers in ordinary schools are not trained to support children with disabilities; 

(d)
Private and public recreational and social buildings remain inaccessible to children with physical or hearing impairments; and

(e)
Social stigma, fears and misconceptions surrounding children with disabilities remain strong in Kuwaiti society.

56.
Drawing attention to its general comment No. 9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities, the Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Adopt urgent measures to address the situation of bidoon children with disabilities in terms of their right to have access to suitable health care, education and rehabilitation services depending on their particular disability;

(b)
Develop a comprehensive national strategy to expand inclusive education in order for all children with disabilities to benefit from a quality inclusive education system, irrespective of their different capacities;

(c)
Provide to all schools sufficient numbers of specialist teachers and professionals offering individual support and ensure that all professionals are adequately trained so that all children with disabilities can effectively enjoy their right to quality inclusive education;

(d)
Adopt concrete measures to eliminate obstacles and barriers to indoor and outdoor facilities; and

(e)
Undertake awareness-raising campaigns aimed at the government, the public and families to promote the positive image of children and adults with disabilities and their role as active participants in and contributors to society.

Mental health

61.
The Committee notes with concern the absence of a legislative framework to regulate mental care. In this context, the Committee is seriously concerned at reported cases of girls with no mental illness arbitrarily placed by their families in mental care institutions for indeterminate periods of time.

62.
The Committee urges the State party to adopt without delay a law regulating mental care. It also urges the State party to ensure that girls arbitrarily placed in mental care be removed without delay from mental care institutions and that proper medical screening be systematically conducted before admitting girls to hospitals.

LITHUANIA
CRC/C/LTU/CO/3-4
5.
The Committee also welcomes the following policy measures:

(b)
The National Programme for Social Integration of the Disabled for 2013-2019;
Non-discrimination


16.
The Committee is concerned about the gaps in implementation of the Law on Equal Opportunities of 1998, and continuous discrimination against all children, and, inter alia, children in marginalized and disadvantaged situations, including children with disabilities, Roma children, children living in poverty, children living in care institutions and children in conflict with the law.

17.
The Committee urges the State party to enforce its legislation against discrimination and take urgent measures to prevent discrimination against, inter alia, children in marginalized and disadvantaged situations, including children with disabilities, Roma children, children living in poverty, children living in care institutions and children in conflict with the law. The Committee further recommends that the State party include information in its next periodic report on measures and programmes relevant to the Convention and undertaken by the State party in follow-up to the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, as well as the outcome document adopted at the 2009 Durban Review Conference.
Children deprived of a family environment 

33.
The Committee welcomes the adoption of the Strategic Guidelines for Deinstitutionalization of Social Care Homes, including for children without parental custody and children with disabilities, for 2010-2020 and the Strategy for Reorganization of Child Care for 2008-2012. The Committee, however, is concerned about:

(a)
The large number of cases of deprivation of parental rights and placement of children, in particular children under the age of 3, in care institutions;

(b)
Lack of clear guidelines on separation of children from their families; 

(c)
Very low number of foster families and inadequate support provided to them;

(d)
Poor living conditions and limited space in care institutions; and

(e)
Lack of monitoring system of non-governmental children’s homes which often fail to comply with the legal requirements for hygiene, quality of services and space. 

34.
Recalling the Guidelines for the Alternative Care of Children annexed to the United Nations General Assembly resolution 64/142 of 20 December 2009, the Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Ensure sufficient alternative family and community based care options for children deprived of family environment;


(b)
Ensure that placement in institutional care is used only as a last resort and that adequate safeguards and clear needs-based and best interests of the child criteria are used for determining whether a child should be placed in institutional care; 

(c)
Establish clear guidelines and criteria on deprivation of parental rights and carry out review and regular monitoring of all placements in care institutions;

(d)
Establish a rigorous system of monitoring the services provided by care institutions, especially by nongovernmental care institutions; and

(e)
Take into consideration the Common European Guidelines on the Transition from Institutional to Community Based Care and the quality standards and utilise EU funding to strengthen the implementation of its legal provisions.
Children with disabilities 

37.
The Committee notes the merging of the Law on Special Education and the Law on General Education which has enabled the State party to implement inclusive education for children with disabilities to some extent. However, the Committee remains concerned about the information that integration has not been effective due to the lack of training of teachers, the lack of tools and due to the negative attitude of teachers and the public in general especially towards children with mental disabilities. The Committee is particularly concerned about maltreatment of children with mental disabilities in care institutions, namely in the “Venta” nursing home.

38.
In light of its General Comment No. 9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities, the Committee urges the State party to ensure the conformity of its legislation, policies and practices with, inter alia, articles 23 and 27 of the Convention in order to effectively address the needs of children with disabilities in a non-discriminatory manner. Furthermore, the Committee recommends that the State party take all necessary measures to implement its legal provisions on inclusive education by training teachers, providing schools with necessary equipment and sensitizing the school personnel, children and public in general on the rights of children with disabilities, with special attention to children with mental disabilities. The Committee further recommends that the State party take prompt and effective measures to investigate all allegations of abuse and maltreatment of children with mental disabilities and prosecute and punish perpetrators as well as provide assistance for the recovery and rehabilitation of victims.
LUXEMBOURG
CRC/C/LUX/CO/3-4
Children with disabilities

36.
While noting with appreciation the efforts made by the State party to improve the inclusive education of children with disabilities, the Committee is nevertheless concerned that:

(a)
The decision as to whether a child with a disability should study in a mainstream or special education centre remains at the discretion of his or her parents, leading to a possible conflict of interests between the protective urges of parents and the best interests of the child; 

(b)
The majority of children with disabilities remain in the special education system; and

(c)
Information on the measures taken to increase accessibility of physical, social or economic structures for children with disabilities to exercise their rights on an equal basis with other children, especially in the areas of the rights to health, leisure, play and culture, is absent.

37.
Taking into account general comment No. 9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities, the Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Take measures to ensure that the best interests of the child are the primary consideration when deciding the education system to be followed by each child with disabilities and, to this end, recommends that children be evaluated by interdisciplinary teams; 

(b)
Strengthen the resources of mainstream schools so that they can include as many children with disabilities as possible and that it carry out a review of the situation of children enrolled in the special education system with a view to their incorporation into the mainstream education system, when possible; and

(c)
Revise legislation, policies and practices in the areas of health, leisure, play, culture, and architecture to eliminate physical, economic, legal and cultural factors that may prevent children with physical, sensorial, mental or psychosocial disabilities from exercising all their rights on an equal basis with other children.

Mental health  

38.
While noting the 2010 National Mental Health Plan for Children and Adolescents, the Committee is concerned about the delays in its implementation. The Committee also reiterates its concern regarding inadequacies in the child psychiatric services in the State party with regard to preventing and responding to attempted suicides and suicide of adolescents (CRC/C/15/Add.250, para. 44).  It also notes with concern the indiscriminate diagnosis of mental health problems and use of psychotropic medication, instead of undertaking comprehensive screening and providing access to psychosocial support and counselling services. 

39.
The Committee urges the State party to implement the national mental health plan for children and adolescents. In doing so, the State party should ensure the provision of adequate human, technical and financial resources for parents and professionals working with or for children to address the issue of suicide and its related root causes. It also recommends that the State party ensure that children with behavioural disorders, as well as their parents and teachers, have access to a wide range of psychological and educational measures instead of drug therapy.  
MONACO
CRC/C/MCO/CO/2-3
5.
The Committee also welcomes the following institutional and policy measures: 

(c)
The appointment of a delegate in charge of persons with disabilities in 2006.

Respect for the views of the child

26.
The Committee welcomes the fact that the new Act No. 1382 of 20 July 2011 has consolidated children’s involvement in judicial and administrative procedures. However, it regrets that there is insufficient clarity with regard to the right of children to be heard in other contexts.

27.
In view of its general comment No. 12 (2009) on the right of the child to be heard, the Committee recommends that the State party continues to promote and facilitate, within the family, schools and institutions, and in judicial and administrative procedures, respect for the views of children and their participation in all matters affecting them. Children should be heard in a child-friendly manner, taking into account the principle of the best interests of the child. The views of children, including children with disabilities, should be given due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the child. The Committee further encourages the State party to provide educational information to parents, teachers and headteachers, government administrative officials, the judiciary, children themselves and society at large, with a view to creating an encouraging atmosphere in which children can freely express their views.
Abuse and neglect

30.
The Committee notes with interest the adoption of the Act No. 1382 of 20 July 2011 to strengthen the protection of women, children and persons with disabilities. The Committee welcomes the State party’s initiative to conduct training on violence against children for persons who are in direct contact with victims of violence, including judges, health professionals, social workers and officers and officials of the criminal investigation service.  

31.
The Committee encourages the State party to undertake more extensive training and other types of sensitization programmes on violence against children to all professions, including law enforcement agencies on different forms of violence against children. 

SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE
CRC/C/STP/CO/2-4
The Committee’s previous recommendations

7.
The Committee urges the State party to take all necessary measures to address the recommendations in the concluding observations (CRC/C/15/Add.235) that have not been implemented or sufficiently implemented, and in particular, it recommends and urges the State party to:

(c)
Conduct an in-depth revision of all legislation in order to fully guarantee the application of the principle of non-discrimination in domestic laws and ensure compliance with article 2 of the Convention, and adopt a proactive and comprehensive strategy to eliminate discrimination on all grounds and against all vulnerable groups, in particular children living in poverty and children with disabilities; 
Children with disabilities  

44.
The Committee welcomes the implementation of the State party’s National Education Plan 2002-2013 which provides for a special education programme integrating children with special education needs. The Committee also notes as positive the adoption of the Education and Training Strategy 2007-2017 which provides for inclusive education schemes. However, the Committee is concerned that:

(a)
There is no information on the precise number of children with disabilities and their living conditions;

(b)
There is no national policy to address the rights of persons with disabilities or a systematic approach for facilitating the inclusion of children with disabilities in mainstream schools; 

(c)
There is widespread stigmatization of children with disabilities, resulting in social exclusion and marginalization of such children. 

45.
In the light of article 23 of the Convention and of the Committee’s general comment No. 9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities, the Committee urges the State party to adopt a human rights-based approach to disability, and specifically recommends that it: 

(a)
Take measures to compile and analyse data on children with disabilities, disaggregated by, inter alia, age, sex, type of disability, ethnic origin, geographic location and socioeconomic background;

(b)
Use these data and consult with children with disabilities with a view to informing the formulation of policy and practical measures to meet their needs;

(c)
Conduct long-term awareness-raising programmes in order to combat negative societal attitudes prevailing against children with disabilities; 

(d)
Ensure that children with disabilities effectively enjoy their right to education, and provide for their inclusion in the mainstream education system to the greatest extent possible, including by specifically identifying current inadequacies in resources and establishing clear objectives with concrete timelines for the implementation of measures to address the educational needs of children with disabilities.

HIV/AIDS 

50.
The Committee notes as positive the decrease in mother-to-child transmission of HIV/AIDS and the widespread HIV/AIDS testing of pregnant women from their first pre-natal visit, as well as the State party’s efforts to provide follow-up treatment for HIV-AIDS infected mothers and their infants. The Committee also welcomes the counselling and awareness-raising initiatives in place to educate youth on sexual health and HIV/AIDS. However, the Committee is concerned that the mechanisms for systematic and regular follow-up of HIV/AIDS-infected mothers and children remain inadequate and access to antiretroviral treatment in rural and outlying areas is limited. 

51.
In the light of its general comment No. 3 (2003) on HIV/AIDS and the rights of the child, the Committee recommends that the State party: 

(a)
Sustain the measures in place to prevent mother-to-child transmission of HIV/AIDS and develop a roadmap to ensure the implementation of effective preventive measures;

(b)
Improve follow-up treatment for HIV/AIDS-infected mothers and their infants to ensure early diagnosis and early initiation of treatment:

(c)
Improve access to quality, age-appropriate HIV/AIDS, sexual and reproductive health services; 

(d)
Improve access and coverage of antiretroviral therapy and prophylaxis for HIV-infected pregnant women.

To this effect, the Committee recommends that the State party seek technical assistance from, inter alia, the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) and UNICEF. 

63.
The Committee recommends that the State party, in order to further strengthen the fulfilment of children’s rights, ratify the core human rights instruments to which it is not yet a party, in particular  the… Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities..

TUVALU
CRC/C/TUV/CO/1
Data collection

15.
While noting that some data is available on children, including disaggregated data by sex and geographical location in the health and education sectors, the Committee is concerned that there is no comprehensive data collection system to systematically assess the implementation of the Convention. The Committee is also concerned that a Census has not been undertaken since 2002 and no disaggregated data is available on children with disabilities.

16.
The Committee recommends that the State party develop a comprehensive data collection system to monitor the progress on child-related policies and programmes for all children below the age of 18 years. This should be disaggregated by age, sex, disability, geographical location and socio-economic background. The Committee encourages the State party to seek assistance from relevant United Nations agencies and programmes, including UNICEF.

Non-discrimination

23.
The Committee is concerned that the anti-discrimination provisions in the Tuvalu Constitution do not recognize discrimination based on gender and disability and that some discriminatory acts are permitted by the application of laws enacted prior to independence or undertaken during a state of emergency. It is further concerned that the legislation, including the Tuvalu Lands Code 1962 and the Native Lands Act 1955, discriminates against women and girls, particularly single mothers and children born out of wedlock, in relation to land inheritance rights and child custody. 

24.
The Committee recommends that the State party take necessary steps to review its Constitution and amend its legislation with a view to bringing discriminatory provisions in line with article 2 of the Convention. The Committee further recommends that the State party enact legislation to explicitly prohibit discrimination based on any grounds, including gender, disability and birth, and ensure its effective implementation.
Children with disabilities  

47.
The Committee notes with appreciation that the State party has initiated an Inclusive Education Policy and that the Government has endorsed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) for ratification. However, the Committee remains concerned that there are no comprehensive legislative and policy measures to protect the rights of children with disabilities, and there is no reliable data and studies to identify children with disabilities and their special needs, which could lead to policy making. The Committee is further concerned at the statistics provided by the State party indicating that 25.6% of persons with disabilities aged between 3 and 24 never attended school and 62.1% left school. The Committee is also concerned that there is no system for the early detection of disabilities in children.

48.
In the light of article 23 of the Convention and of its general comment No. 9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities, the Committee urges the State party to adopt a human rights-based approach to disability and specifically recommends that it:

(a)
Take necessary steps to adopt legislative and policy measures to improve the protection of children with disabilities. In doing so, it is necessary to systematically collect data on children with disabilities, including through the national census, and to conduct studies on the situation of children with disabilities and their special needs; 

(b)
Expedite the adoption of an inclusive education policy for children with disabilities and ensure its effective implementation;

(c)
Establish a system for early detection of disabilities and undertake preventive measures;

(d)
Expedite the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; and

(e)
Inform the Committee of the measures taken to protect the rights of children with disabilities, particularly in the area of education, in its next periodic report to the Committee.

66.
The Committee recommends that, in order to further strengthen the fulfilment of children’s rights, the State party ratify the treaties to which it is not yet a party, in particular the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography and the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on a communications procedure, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol.
